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Chrisman talks Christmas 
Council’s holiday wish list includes large replacement ornament for the grain elevator

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Summer 
isn’t officially here, but some 
Chrisman residents are al-
ready thinking about Christ-
mas.

“I’d like to see a new star 
and cross for use in the city,” 
said Anita Marvin. “I want to 
get people thinking about it 
and coming up with sugges-
tions.”

Marvin is active with the 
annual Christmas in Chris-
man event and the star and 
cross she referred to was a 
large ornament adorning 
the side of the grain elevator. 
During the Christmas season 
in the mid-20th century it 

alternately flashed a star and 
then a cross at night. Given 
the height of the elevator, it 
was visible for miles to the 
south of town into the coun-
try, but it has been out of ser-
vice for many years.

The framework for the or-
nament is still on the side of 
the elevator, and the current 
owner of the property was 
approached last year about 
the possibility of revamping 
the star and cross and put-
ting it back into service. The 
idea was rejected because of 
concerns about the liability 
that might accompany such a 
project.

Marvin did not have any 
idea of the cost for fabricating 

a new ornament. She said Ed 
Shirley of Georgetown, who 
builds the lighted floats used 
in the illuminated Christmas 
parades at Chrisman and 
Paris, can make the star and 
cross but cannot provide an 
estimate until it is known how 
big the ornament will be and 
where it will be placed.

“I’d like to have it on the wa-
ter tower, but there is no pow-
er there,” said Marvin.

Commissioner Rodney 
Wolfe said power is coming 
to the location in the future as 
part of a project to pipe water 
from Paris to Chrisman. He 
cautioned it may be a year be-
fore that work is complete.

“If you can raise the money 

and these guys (other council 
members) agree to it, we can 
get it on the tower,” said Wolfe. 

Resurfacing city streets was 
discussed by Commissioner 
Thad Crispin. He is evaluating 
doing microsurfacing rather 
than oil and chip. This tech-
nique applies a thin layer of 
asphalt after grinding the old 
street surface and filling any 
cracks.

“It’s the new technology,” 
said Crispin, adding microsur-
facing is supposed to be more 
durable and last longer than 
oil and chip.

The issue he is struggling 
with is the $50,000 set aside 
for resurfacing may not be ad-
equate for the new approach.

According to Crispin, a 
rough estimate for resurfac-
ing just the streets on the city 
square is $42,000. 

Wolfe was unsure why 
Crispin is limited to $50,000 
when the city has more than 
that in the Motor Fuel Tax 
fund. Crispin, who is only a 
few weeks into the role of a 
city commissioner, replied 
that is the amount he was told 
is available.

Consensus among the 
commissioners is Crispin 
should identify the streets in 
most need of resurfacing, ob-
tain estimates and bring that 
information back for consid-
eration. 

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT, TRASH NOT

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County residents Matt Mc-
Nabb and his father, Bob McNabb, 
are men of vision. 

They saw a problem and have de-
vised what they believe is a viable 
solution that will not only benefit 
their farmland and other farmers but 
also help the environment.

The McNabbs have created a mas-
sive confined composting operation 
using multiple shipping containers at 
their place on Hill Road in Elbridge 
Township. The plan is to take vege-

table matter that otherwise goes to 
waste or gets landfilled and transform 
it into compost for enriching the 
ground.

“We’re farmers and with market 
prices going crazy and inputs going 
up, we could save our fertilizer costs 
by 50 percent,” said Matt McNabb.

 It took some time to get the idea 
that first originated in 2017 to where 
it is today. Matt McNabb owns Mc-
Nabb Broders Trucking and received 
a contract to transport damaged 
wheat from Indianapolis, Ind., to an-
other location. When picking up the 
wheat someone commented it was 
unfortunate that it wasn’t going to be 
composted or put to some other use 
instead of being placed in a landfill.

As it turned out, the wheat did not 
go to a landfill but rather to another 

Old idea leaps to new level
A massive composting 
project on Hill Road
in Edgar County is 
pioneering effort for state

SHRINE BARBECUE IS HERE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Doug Gough works to cut more than 3,500 pounds of beef in preparation for 
the annual Edgar County Shrine Barbecue today at the Edgar County Fair-
grounds. Gough was among a line of volunteers who were slicing then moving 
the beef into large tubs before the slow cooking process begins. Serving for 
the barbeque — the major fundraiser for the Edgar County club to support the 
St. Louis Shrine Children’s Hospital — begins at 11 a.m. today with the parade 
set at 2 p.m.

See COMPOST, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Bee Well of Edgar County is 
bringing a healthy eating project 
to public attention.

Coalition members Mary Liz 
Wright and Kara Wilcoxon visited 
most of the locally owned restau-
rants in Paris regarding the possi-
bility of placing Bee Well stickers 
next to the healthiest menu op-
tions at each establishment.

“Everyone said enthusiastically, 
‘This is a good idea,’” said Wright. 

The idea has been kicking 
around awhile with the goal of 
helping diners quickly locate 
healthy menu options. Participat-
ing restaurants will also get a Bee 
Well logo door cling.

Wilcoxon, a Horizon Health di-
etician, will review the menus and 
select the items to receive the logo 
identifying the choice as a healthy 
option. There is no cost to the 
businesses to participate. 

In addition to the restaurants, 
Wright said Circle K has agreed 
to have a Bee Well/Bee Healthy 
sticker on the water tab of its 
fountain machine and let cus-
tomers fill the large containers 
normally used for sugar-laden soft 
drinks with water. 

The Bee Well coalition’s goal 
is to turn Edgar County around 
after two different studies ranked 
the county near the bottom of Il-
linois counties for the high rate of 
heart disease and obesity found 
here.

In other positive news, Bran-
di Easton reported the Learn To 
Run program is going well. About 
a half-dozen people of all ages 
have stuck with the multi-week 
program that stresses building 
endurance. Success is not mea-
sured by how far a person runs or 
how fast but rather by achieving 
the ability to run non-stop for 30 
minutes.

“We are up to running 14 min-
utes and walking for one,” said 
Easton. “Our goal next week is to 
be running for 30 minutes.”

Learn to Run concludes June 
13 and Fun Run for kids starts 
July 9. This program designed 
to promote activity in children 
meets twice a week through Aug. 
8 and consists of a series of dashes 
of varying lengths plus the option 
of doing half-mile and mile-runs. 

Erin Frank is still looking for 
adult volunteers to help with the 
family friendly Fun Runs.

Wright shared some disap-
pointing news. It appears Paris 
will not have a Bee Well commu-
nity garden for the second straight 
year. The first community garden 
was in a field behind Lake Ridge 
Christian Church, but unending 
damage inflicted by browsing 
deer at that location frustrated 
those with garden plots.

The Lake Ridge location was 
abandoned last year as those in-
volved with the community gar-
den started the search for a new 
location. For awhile it appeared 
the planned green space project 
between Prospect Bank, the city 
and the county, would provide a 

Healthy 
options on 
local menus

See BEE WELL, Page 8A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Bob McNabb, left, and Matt McNabb, right, stand in front of a large pile of unusable animal feed from ADM in 
Decatur. The feed is the main ingredient in the large-scale composting operation they are starting in Edgar County. 
Other material going into the mix includes wood chips, old hay and grass clippings. The McNabb system is set up to 
convert 5,000 tons of material from ADM into compost as a soil amendment. ADM has suggested they triple the size 
as a way the company can usefully dispose of material rather than putting it into a landfill.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

An array of fans and tubes pump air 
into and out of shipping containers 
converting tons of organic material 
into useful compost in as little as 
seven days. Matt McNabb, left, and 
his father, Bob McNabb, right are 
developing a massive composting 
operation in Elbridge Township 
because of environmental concerns. 
The initial set up will keep at least 
5,000 tons of material out of land-
fills while creating compost to put 
on their farm ground and for other 
applications.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS – Like some other 
Edgar County communities, the 
village of Kansas did not have 
enough candidates for all of the 
positions on the village board for 
the April election.

That problem was resolved 
during the Wednesday, May 5, 
meeting. Residents Jim Vail and 
Josh McIntyre were appointed to 
the two empty seats. Joining the 
appointees in taking the oath of 
office was incumbent trustee Di-
ane Acord, who was elected for 
another term in April.

Village employee Andrew 
Henn reported a failed sensor on 
a detention tank at the village wa-
ter works has resulted in a series 
of headaches.

“That threw everything off. 
Now we have to operate every-
thing manually,” said Henn. 

The constant watch at the 
water plant is limiting the other 
work village employees can do 

Kansas seats 
new trustees

See KANSAS, Page 8A



TODAY

BARBERSHOP PERFORMANCE
The Coles County Barbershop 
Chorus is performing a Golden 
Anniversary Summer Show 
4 p.m. June 8 in the Dvorak 
Concert Hall at Eastern Illinois 
University. The concert cele-
brates the organization’s 50th 
anniversary. 

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK
A free nature walk through 
Blackhawk Park is 9 a.m., June 
8, and the guided walk will point 
out how the floral and fauna is 
preparing to enter the summer 
months. Meet at 9 a.m. in the 
parking lot.     

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclu-
sive of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
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HEAD START SIGN-UP JUNE 18
Head Start is a federally funded preschool program provid-
ing free services to children ages 3-5 and their families. The 
program helps children develop skills for kindergarten. Head 
Start in Paris operates 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday and serves 32 children in a full-day session. The Chris-
man Head Start program serves 13 children 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday. Meals are provided and transportation 
is available to most Edgar County children. Parents/guardians 
can enroll their children in Head Start 9 a.m.-3 p.m. June 18 at 
the Edgar County ERBA office, 502 Shaw Ave. To complete the 
application, the adult must bring: an up-to-date inoculation 
record for each child, proof of household income, Medicaid card 
if applicable, date of birth for everyone in the household, child’s 
birth certificate from the courthouse and child’s Social Security 
number. Questions may be directed to 465-4434.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

80   66
Prec: 80%

79   65
Prec: 70%

76   53
Prec: 10%

77   56
Prec: 0%

75   55
Prec: 30%

71   54
Prec: 20%

78   59
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy and seasonal with 
highs near 80 and scattered showers and 
storms.

SUNDAY — Another day with scattered 
showers and thunderstorms. Otherwise, 
mostly cloudy with highs in the upper 70s.

MONDAY — After isolated morning show-
ers, highs reach the mid 70s under partly 
sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:23 a.m. 8:17 p.m. 10:50 a.m. 12:19 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:18 p.m. 12:01 p.m. 12:58 a.m.

SATURDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:18 p.m. 1:11 p.m. 1:33 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:19 p.m. 2:20 p.m. 2:05 a.m.

MONDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:19 p.m. 3:28 p.m. 2:36 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 4:35 p.m. 3:07 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 5:42 p.m. 3:40 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81°/61°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96° in 1914
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40° in 1912

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.03”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.15”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.50”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17.44”

NORMAL:    High: 81   Low: 61     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK
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building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the Weight Watchers system is 
available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a 
meeting.

SCHOOL SHOOTING PRE-
PAREDNESS
The Human Resources Center 
of Edgar and Clark Counties is 
hosting a workshop 9 a.m.-noon 
June 11 on how the community 
will respond in the event of a 
school shooting. Presenters 
include the Paris Police Depart-
ment, the Edgar County Sheriff 
Department, District 95, Paris 
High School, Unit 4 and Horizon 
Health. This is an opportunity for 
concerned citizens to get ques-
tions answered on various topics 
related to school shootings.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

EUCHRE NIGHT
The monthly euchre night at Red 
Oak Inn, 219 W. Madison, is 6:30-
9 p.m. June 13.

NO VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The VFW Auxiliary will not have 
their usual dinner this week.

MARSHALL FRIENDS OF LI-
BRARY ANNUAL MEETING
The Friends of the Marshall Li-

brary annual meeting 6:30 p.m. 
June 13 at the library features 
a program by Larkfield Glass of 
Paris. Randy and Joy Turner will 
talk about glass blowing and 
have several examples of Randy 
Turner’s creations on hand for 
the presentation.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features One 
Foot In playing ’60s rock 6:30 
p.m. June 13 at Spicer Pavilion in 
Twin Lakes Park.

UPCOMING

DRIVING THE DIXIE HIGHWAY 
The Vermilion County Historical 
Society is hosting a drive the 
old Dixie Highway 9 a.m. June 
15 for cars, motorcycles and 
trucks. Vehicles depart from 
the museum parking lot and 
go north with stops at multiple 
businesses along the route. 
More information is available at 
www.vermilioncountymuseum.
org.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. the first and third Saturdays 
of every month for 2019.

NEWMAN FREEDOM FESTIVAL
The Newman Freedom Festival 
is June 14, 15 and 16 featuring 
vendors, live music, tractor 
pulls, a parade, games, food and 
fireworks. 

RETIRED TEACHERS MEETING
The next Edgar County Retired 
Teachers’ Association meeting is 
noon June 18 at the Community 
Bible Church on High Street, 
Paris. Guest speaker is local 
Christian writer Jeanette Levellie. 
Kyle Witmer, missionary to Thai-
land, is the speaker for the  Sept. 
17 meeting.   

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features Jim 
Easter & the Radio Kings playing 
music from the 1950s and 1960s 
6:30 p.m. June 20 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park. 

SENIOR BINGO
Burnsides’ Senior Bingo with 
Amy is 11:45 a.m. June 20 
at the Sutton Senior Center, 
Paris. Sponsored by Burnsides 
Community Health Center, 
the games are open to all area 
senior citizens at no charge. 
More information is available by 
calling Amy Hannig, 217-826-
2358.

4-H BARBECUE
The annual 4-H pork chop bar-
becue is 4-7 p.m. June 22 at the 
4-H Fairgrounds. Two-chop meals 
are $8 in advance or $8.50 at the 
door, with a one-chop meal being 
$6 in advance or $6.50 at the 
door. Information about advance 
ticket purchase is available by 
calling 217-465-8585.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.
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NO CLOSING
COSTS

= equals =

MONEY SAVED!

Make a splash using the equity
in your home

to finance your dreams!

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees
incurred when a borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the cost of a mortgage title policy or
search, charges for preparation and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, application fees, 

 credit report charges and other similar real estate related expenses.

Now through May - No Closing Costs* 
APPLY ONLINE at BANKPROSPECT.COM

- County Sheriff Keith E.
EDP Renewables’ Hog Creek Wind Project

EDP Renewables has been 
phenomenal to deal with. 

The wind farm is benefitting 
a lot of people. The schools, the 
townships, and the county all 
benefit from the tax revenue. 

When you have local 
businesses being successful 
because of these wind farm 
projects, I don’t see a downside. “

“

Ok most people know it hurts to look directly 
at the sun and 80% of people know that the 
sun can damage the skin and lead to skin can-

cer.  Only 6% know that the sun can cause permanent harm 
to the eye.  Whether cloudy or sunny and in any season the 
sun emits harmful ultraviolet (UV) radiation.  Just like sun-
burn UV radiation can cause photokeratitis.  This is sort of 
like a sunburn on your eye causing pain, redness and light 
sensitivity.  Long term sunlight exposure can also cause 
cataracts to grow faster and may cause irreversible dam-
age to the retina such as macular degeneration or cancer of 
the eye.  This damage can cause blurred vision, color vision 
changes and night blindness.  We don’t need to avoid the 
sun altogether though, it does good things for us too (like 
help us make Vit D).  We can protect our eyes with a good 
pair of glasses or sunglasses that block UV rays.  Always 
check for UV protection each time you buy a pair of glasses.  
We always recommend a UV coating even on a clear pair of 
lenses and remember, not all tinted lenses protect from UV 
rays.  Protect your eyes today and prevent problems in the 
future!

EYES
On the Sun

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A longtime Paris industry 
has a new name and owner.

Cornerstone Capital Hold-
ings acquired AeroGen-TEK 
— formerly known as MECO 
— from Doncasters Group 
LTD. The industry is located 
south of Paris on state Route 
1 in the industrial park.

Cornerstone Capital Hold-
ings, with offices in Los An-
geles and Philadelphia, is a 
diversified holding company 
comprised of leading manu-
facturing and industrial ser-
vice businesses serving the 
aerospace, defense, space and 
industrial markets from 12 
locations across North Amer-
ica.

AeroGen-TEK manufac-
tures precision metal fabrica-
tions and machined compo-
nents for aerospace, industrial 
gas turbine and marine mar-
kets. It specializes in building 
complex engine combustors, 
turbine engine inlets, exhaust 
components and augmentor 
liners. 

With core competencies in 
metal forming, welding and 
precision laser hole drilling, 
the company is a critical sup-
plier to many leading aircraft 
and gas turbine engine OEMs. 
Key customers include Rolls 

Doncasters sold, continues as AeroGen-TEK

Special to The Prairie Press
Employees of AeroGen-Tek are pictured at the Paris plant in May. The longtime Paris industry 
— which began as Meco — was sold by the Doncasters Group in January 2019 to Cornerstone 
Capital Holdings, a diversified holding company of leading manufacturing and industrial service 
businesses. Tim Hough will continue to serve as president of the newly-named company.

Royce, GE Aviation, Siemens, 
PSM and Mitsubishi Hitachi 
Power Systems. 

President Tim Hough will 
continue to run the business 
and drive its dynamic growth 
objectives with both existing 
and new customers in aero-
space, defense and power 
generation. 

“Our entire team here has 
worked diligently and ac-
complished a tremendous 
amount over the past two 
years to expand and diversi-

fy our revenue base,” Hough 
said. “We are excited to now 
join Cornerstone Capital 
Holdings and work with their 
principals and other portfolio 
companies as we build upon 
AeroGen-TEK’s exciting pos-
itive momentum.”

The entire team at Aero-
Gen-TEK is committed to 
supporting the local commu-
nity, supporting and devel-
oping their current employee 
group, and continued growth 
by adding key team members 

to all aspects of the business, 
according to Eric Lawson, se-
nior program manager at the 
Paris plant.

To learn more about the 
company, visit the website at 
www.aerogentek.com.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

An early morning house 
fire June 1 was immediately 
seen as suspicious.

“When I got on scene the 
duty officer related informa-
tion that we possibly had a 
suspicious fire going on,” said 
Brian Gates, Paris fire chief.

The Paris Fire Depart-
ment was dispatched at 2:48 
a.m. Saturday, June 1, to 325 
Sutherland. Gates said upon 
arrival they encountered a 
two-story house, which he 
described as showing heavy 
flames on the first floor.

Firefighters made an initial 
interior attack and started a 
search for victims because 
cars were parked in the drive. 
Fortunately, no one was in 
the house at the time of the 
fire, but firefighters did not 
know that, and it took some 
time to clear up the confu-
sion.

“He (the owner) was 
somewhere else and was no-
tified of the fire by a neighbor 
is my understanding,” said 
Gates.

The owner arrived on scene 
just as Gates was preparing 
to enter the building to start 
another search as relief to 
firefighters who had already 
been through the building. 
The owner confirmed he was 
the only person who lived in 
the house, although another 
man sometimes stayed there 
and the whereabouts of that 
individual was unknown. It 
was possible, the owner said, 
he might be in the house.

All three shifts of the Par-
is Fire Department were at 
the scene fighting the fire, 
and firefighters from the Ver-
milion Station of the Paris 
Community Fire Protection 
District came in to cover the 
Paris station in case of anoth-
er call. 

Gates said the Red Cross 
was summoned to assist the 

homeowner, since the house 
was a total loss.

The Horizon Health ambu-
lance was also on scene. Am-
bulance personnel oversaw 
the rehabilitation of firefight-
ers and kept them hydrated.

“Less than three hours af-
ter taking over the ambulance 
service they had a large struc-
ture fire,” said Gates. “They 
did very well.”

Firefighters were on scene 
for several hours fighting the 
fire. They got back to station 
shortly after 6 a.m., but some 
department personnel re-
mained on scene to guard the 
site until the state fire marshal 
arrived.  

The joint investigation be-
tween the fire marshal, the 
Paris Fire Department and 
the Paris Police Department 
quickly confirmed the suspi-
cious nature of the fire and 
investigators began zeroing 
in on a suspect. Gates con-
firmed the homeowner was 
never considered as a suspect. 

Gates said evidence gath-
ered at the scene and inter-
views with the public in the 
vicinity was a big help to the 
investigation.

“It was a lot of the public 
help that helped us get to this 
point,” said Gates.

Paris Police Officer Jesse 

L e w s a d e r 
c o n f i r m e d 
late Monday 
a f t e r n o o n , 
June 3, that 
an arrest was 
made earlier 
in the day.

He said police charged Si-
erra A. Maus, 28, Paris, with 
residential arson. Authorities 
did not have to look far to 
find Maus as she was in the 
Edgar County Jail on a do-
mestic battery charge from an 
incident that occurred after 
the fire on Saturday, June 1.

“The evidence collected 
and witness statements sup-
port probable cause for the 
arrest,” said Lewsader.

According to investigators, 
the crime appears motivated 
by a debt of money Maus be-
lieves is owed to her. 

The defendant made an 
initial appearance Wednes-
day, June 5, in Edgar County 
Circuit Court for a reading 
of the Class 1 felony residen-
tial arson charge and a bond 
hearing. The court found suf-
ficient probable cause exists 
to sustain the charge and set 
bond at $50,000. The case 
was assigned to the public 
defender and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. 

Fire determined arson, one arrest made

Special to The Prairie Press

A deliberately set fire destroyed this home at 325 Sutherland 
during the early morning hours of June 1. Sierra Maus, 28, of 
Paris, is accused of starting the fire. Authorities are not releas-
ing a motive for the crime.

MAUS
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A negotiated plea is putting 
Alexandra Behiter, Brocton, in 
prison.

The plea was made during 
the May 30 criminal and traf-
fic call in Edgar County Cir-
cuit Court. 

Behiter, 25, appeared in 
custody and entered a nego-

tiated guilty plea to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine. She waived a pre-
sentencing investigation and 
was sentenced to two years 
in the Illinois Department of 
Corrections with credit for 15 
days previously served, court 
costs and various state fees. 
Behiter was also ordered to 
forfeit all items seized at the 
time of her arrest. 

In another case, Behiter 
pleaded guilty to a Class 4 
felony criminal damage to 
property charge. She was 
sentenced to one year in the 
IDOC with that time starting 
after she completes the time 
for the methamphetamine 
offense. Other terms of the 
sentence include restitution 
of $500 to Chrisman Dollar 
General, court costs and vari-
ous state fees. 

In exchange for the guilty 
pleas, the state dismissed a 
Class 2 felony burglary, a Class 

Behiter is sentenced to prison
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 3 felony 
threatening a public official, 
two counts of a Class 3 felony 
aggravated battery, two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor bat-
tery, a Class A misdemeanor 
unlawful use of a weapon, four 
separate counts of a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe, a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct and a Class C mis-
demeanor assault charges. 
She was remanded to custody 
pending transport to IDOC.

Others appearing before 
the bench for the May 30 call 
included:

IN CUSTODY
nJohn D. Atteberry, 31, 

Salem, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. A sentencing 
hearing was scheduled for 
his Class 2 felony burglary, a 
Class 2 felony escape from a 
penal institution and a Class 3 
felony aggravated battery con-
victions. He faces a new Class 
3 felony escape charge. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nBenjamin B. Boddy, 18, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 1 
felony criminal sexual assault 
and a Class 4 felony criminal 
sexual abuse. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 

preliminary hearing. His oral 
motion for a bond reduction 
was denied. Boddy was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nSean P. Christopher, 31, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
His unresolved Class 2 felo-
ny aggravated criminal sexual 
abuse and a Class 4 felony 
criminal sexual abuse charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. 

In another matter, Chris-
topher was presented with a 
petition to revoke his proba-
tion sentence for a Class 4 fel-
ony possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. The 
public defender was assigned 
and denial of the petition 
was entered. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference, and Christopher was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJalen R. Scroggins, 20, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 2 felony burglary, a Class 
A misdemeanor criminal dam-
age to property, a Class A mis-
demeanor theft and a Class 
B misdemeanor criminal 
trespassing charges. By agree-
ment his bond was reduced to 
$5,000 from the original bond 
of $10,000. He was granted a 
furlough from jail to attend a 
residential treatment facility. 
The matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference, and 
he was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nRichard Wilken, 20, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a status review hearing for 
his Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance con-
viction. He was released on a 
personal recognizance bond, 
and the jail status review hear-
ing was re-scheduled. In an-
other matter, Wilken learned 
the state was withdrawing a 
petition to revoke his condi-
tional discharge sentence for 
a Class C misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct conviction. His 
unresolved charge of a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal dam-
age to property was continued 
for a pretrial conference. Wilk-
en was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.

CHARGES
nKeith A. Addcox, 31, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
3 felony aggravated battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nShane W. Floyd, 28, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor battery. The 
matter was continued for for-
mal arraignment.
nBradley J. Latch, 30, Par-

is, was charged with a Class B 
misdemeanor criminal dam-
age to property. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nJessica R. Parrill, 33, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. She was appointed the 
public defender. The matter 

was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.

Patrick C. Sharp, 32, Terre 
Haute, Ind., was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal trespassing to vehicles. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nCorey Hampsten, 41, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine charge. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nJohn J. Hollingsworth, 

48, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of an in-
toxicating compound charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nTiffany M. Wilson, 28, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor uninsured 
motor vehicle causing bodily 
harm charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.

WARRANTS
Arrest warrants were or-

dered prepared when the fol-
lowing individuals failed to 
answer the court call: Tyson 
W. Ducharme, 34, Vermilion; 
April L. Dulaney, 41, Paris; 
Sarah L. Hall, 31, Paris; Tersh 
S. Scamihorn, 25, Kansas; Do-
ris Leigh Sharp, 52, Paris and 
Keith A. Testa, 29, Paris.

COURT

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorder’s office issued 
the following marriage licens-
es during May: Dalton Craig 
Lewis and Erica Danielle 
Craig, both of Chrisman; 
Clinton T. Eastin and Miki 
Elaine Sergent, both of Clin-

Marriage licenses for the month of May
ton, Ind.; Dakota Michael 
Sluder and Hadlee Marie 
Brooks, both of Charleston; 
Jacob Alan Robinson and 
Laney Elizabeth Martin, both 
of Paris; Jeremiah Ray Black 
and Alexandra Jane Stucke-
meyer, both of Mahomet; 
Branden Joe Jackson and 
Amanda Jo Boland-Beabout, 

both of Casey; Joshua John 
Jones of Lafayette, Ind., and 
Stacie Marie Wertman of 
Paris; Jacob Jo Stanley Kelly 
and Kelcy Alexas Ellis, both 
of Paris; Jeffery Allen Hissem 
and Amber Lynn Vice, both 
of Paris; Tanner Colin Ford 
and Brittaney Lynn Kindred, 
both of Chrisman; Branden 

Lane Martin and Kelsey 
Danel West, both of Terre 
Haute, Ind.; Corey Leon 
Martin and Amy Louise Lan-
des, both of Paris; Raymond 
Wallace Barnes and Evelyn 
Louise Julian, both of Paris; 
and Joey Lee Tibbs and Jack-
ie Rosalene Wyrick, both of 
Paris.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — East-
ern Illinois University has se-
lected Kenneth Wetstein as its 
next Vice President for Univer-
sity Advancement. 

Wetstein, an EIU alumnus 
with two degrees from his alma 
mater, will oversee EIU’s ad-
vancement initiatives when he 
assumes his new role July 15.

“I am overjoyed at the op-
portunity to rejoin the EIU 
Family and humbled to have 
been selected for this import-
ant post,” Wetstein said. “As an 
undergraduate and graduate 
student at EIU in the late ’80s 
and early ’90s, I experienced 
first-hand Eastern's commit-
ment to its students and their 
development. The faculty and 
staff are all in for the students, 
and I cannot wait to join my 
colleagues in Advancement, 
Alumni Affairs, and the EIU 
Foundation as we seek ever-in-
creasing levels of philanthropic 
support for EIU and its stu-
dents."

Wetstein has played stra-
tegic and vital roles at several 
educational and non-profit 
organizations, where his pro-
fessional focus has revolved 
around advancement-related 
philanthropic development 
and student affairs program 
management. In previous 
roles, he has served as vice 
president of the Toledo Sym-
phony Orchestra, as vice 

president for Institutional Ad-
vancement and as vice presi-
dent for student engagement 
at Defiance College Ohio, 
and as the director of Student 
and Professional Affairs at St. 
Louis College of Pharmacy. 
Wetstein also has held ad-
ministrative and management 
roles at the Catholic Diocese 
of Belleville, Missouri State 
University and at EIU where 
he served as a hall director 
during his graduate school 
years in the early ’90s.

As vice president for univer-
sity advancement, Wetstein’s 
newest role at EIU will include 
leading a team of development 
and advancement profession-
als in the areas of planned 
giving, major gifts, corporate 
sponsorships and donor and 
alumni relations. He also will 
be responsible for collabo-
rating and coordinating with 
Eastern’s board of trustees on 
relationship-building and relat-
ed philanthropic initiatives.

Wetstein earned a profes-
sional Certificate in Fund Rais-
ing Management (CFRM) 
from Indiana University’s Lilly 
Family School of Philanthropy 
in September 2015. Prior, he 
earned a Ph.D. in Higher Ed-
ucation Administration from 
the University of Missouri 
– St. Louis in 2005. Wetstein 
also holds two degrees from 
EIU — an M.S. in education in 
counseling with an emphasis 
in college student personnel 
(1993), and a B.A. in political 
science with an emphasis in 
international relations (1991). 
He acknowledges his relation-
ship with Eastern puts him 
in a prime position to assist 

the university in achieving its 
broadest advancement and 
alumni objectives. 

“I am excited to engage 
with our alumni and with the 
Charleston community,” Wet-
stein shared. “EIU has a great 
story to tell and is experienc-
ing fantastic momentum. I 
look forward to sharing that 
story with our supporters and 
learning about their passion for 
Eastern.”

Eastern Illinois University’s 
advancement unit is charged 
with developing, facilitating, 
and strengthening relations 
with EIU’s internal and ex-
ternal constituents, focusing 
on maintaining and enriching  
Eastern’s state and national im-
age, increasing private and pub-
lic support and innovation, and 
augmenting the university’s 
quality academic and athletic 
programs at the state’s premier 
regional public institution. 

“Our future success depends 
on our ability to strengthen 
and deepen the relationship 
between EIU and our key 
constituents, including our do-
nors, friends, and advocates,” 
Wetstein declared. “Together, 
we can accomplish incredible 
things. More importantly, we 
can provide even broader op-
portunities for ensuring the 
success of both our EIU stu-
dents, as well as success of the 
diverse communities and re-
gions EIU serves.”

 For more information about 
EIU, or to learn more about its 
various programs and services, 
visit the EIU website at www.
eiu.edu, or call EIU’s public in-
formation office at (217) 581-
7400.

Panther alum eager 
to enhance EIU’s 
legacy of excellence

Dr. Ken Wetstein selected to 
lead EIU’s Advancement areas
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MARJORIE WRIGHT 
CASEY – Marjorie Allene 

Snearley Wright, 89, of Ca-
sey, passed away at 5:05 p.m. 

T h u r s d a y , 
June 6, 2019, 
at Heart-
land Nursing 
Center.

A grave-
side services 
and burial is 
2 p.m. Mon-

day, June 10, at Casey Cum-
berland Cemetery, with the 
Rev. Kenny Inman officiating. 
Visitation is from noon to 
1:45 p.m. Monday at Mark-
well Funeral Home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey White Oak 
Church of God.  

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.  

WRIGHT

HARROLD RARDIN
KANSAS – Harrold Dean 

Rardin, 86, of Kansas, passed 
away at 11:13 a.m. EDT Sun-

day, June 
2, 2019, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.  

M a s o n i c 
Rites were 2 
p.m. Wednes-
day, June 5, 
at Temple-
ton Funeral 
Home in 
Kansas, with 

a funeral service immediately 
following. Military graveside 
rites by American Legion 
Post #539 accompanied buri-
al in Fairview Cemetery. Vis-
itation was one hour prior to 
services at the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

RARDIN

LARRY PHINNEY
CATLIN – Larry G. Phin-

ney, 83, of Danville, passed 
away at 11:54 a.m. Tuesday, 

June 4, 2019, 
at his home. 
He worked 
in sales and 
management 
at the Purity 
Baking Com-
pany

A funeral 
service was 2 p.m. Friday, June 
7, at Robison Chapel, Catlin, 
with the Rev. Randall L. Rob-
inson officiating. A graveside 
service is 2 p.m. CST today, 
June 8, at Hillcrest Cemetery, 
Redkey, Ind. Visitation was 
from noon until the service 
time Friday at the funeral 
home.   

Mr. Phinney was born July 4, 
1935, at Muncie, Ind., the son 
of the late Myron Russell and 
Marjorie Grace Williamson 
Phinney. He married Mildred 

Susannah Mullen Sept 5, 1953, 
at Elizabethtown, Ky. She sur-
vives. 

Also surviving are three 
sons, Scot Alan Phinney, Tod 
Lewis (Barbara) Phinney and 
L. Gene (Lori) Phinney II; 
three daughters, Leslie (Ricky) 
Kennedy, Melanie (Carl) Ogle 
Jr. and Leigh Ann (Russell) 
Smith; one sister, Ann Bish-
op; 18 grandchildren; and 12 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by 
one son, Max Russel Phinney.

Mr. Phinney was a member 
of the St. James United Meth-
odist Church of Danville. He 
enjoyed hunting, sharp shoot-
ing, playing cards, especially 
poker, and reading. He was an 
animal lover.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital or Paws for 
Paws. 

Online condolences at www.
robisonchapel.com.

PHINNEY

ELLEN INMAN
Ellen Marie Inman, 78, of 

Paris, passed away at 4:20 
a.m. Saturday, June 1, 2019, at 

Twin Lakes 
Rehab & 
Health Care.  

A service 
celebrat ing 
her life was 
10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, 
June 5, at 

Templeton Funeral Home. 
Burial followed in Edgar 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 6, at the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Faith in Action of 
Edgar County. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

INMAN

JENNIE GRIFFIN
Jennie J. Griffin, 86, of Paris, 

passed away at 9:45 a.m. Friday, 
June 7, 2019, at Gibson Family 

Center for 
Hospice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.  She was 
an apartment 
m a n a g e r 
for Quali-
ty Housing 
in Paris for 

more than 30 years and CMS 
Management in Marshall for 
15 years and also worked for 
Community Home Care in 
Paris for 15 years. 

A funeral service is 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 11, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Burial follows in Edgar Cem-
etery. Visitation is from 4 to 7 
p.m. Monday, June 10, at the 
funeral home.  

Mrs. Griffin was born Feb. 
15, 1933, in Edgar County, 
the daughter of the late Lew-
is “Bill” and Marjorie Quinn 
Hollingsworth.  

She is survived by her hus-
band of 69 years, Clyde Griffin; 
children, Cathy Ann Edwards, 
Arthur Lee (Deanie) Griffin, 
William (Michelle) Griffin, 
Kimberly (James A.) Shannon 
and Guy Griff Griffin, all of 
Paris; a brother, Frank Holling-
sworth of Paris; a sister, Norma 
Griffin of Paris; 12 grandchil-
dren; 14 great-grandchildren; 
and eight great-great-grand-
children.  

She was preceded in death 
by a daughter Jennifer Grif-
fin; a granddaughter, Nicole 
Pennington; a great-grandson, 
Jerred Schomaker; and three 
brothers Robert, William and 
Donald Hollingsworth.

Mrs. Griffin was a mem-
ber of Bell Ridge Christian 
Church.

Memorial donations may 
be made to ECCF, Inc. DO 
IT Fund or Shriner’s Hospitals 
For Children.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

GRIFFIN

FRANK GIVENS
Frank A. Givens, 86, of 

Paris, passed away at 10:23 
a.m. Monday, June 3, 2019, 

at Horizon 
Health Paris 
C o m m u n i -
ty Hospital.  
He was a 
police officer 
for the City 
of Paris for 
25 years and 
also was a se-
curity guard 
for Wal-
Mart.  

All services are private. 
American Legion Post 211 
will provide military honors 
and, burial is in Edgar Cem-
etery.  Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home is assisting the 
family with the arrangements. 

Mr. Givens was born July 
8, 1932, at Paris, the son of 
the late Orval and Leta Lu-
cille Moss Givens. He mar-
ried Rosalie Perry Givens 
Dec. 8, 1951, at Paris, and 
she passed away Nov. 15, 
2012. He then married Joan 
Cash Givens Feb. 14, 2015, 
and she passed away May 23, 
2018.  

Survivors include his chil-
dren, Mildred Lynn Renner 
of Paris, Michael Allen (Bet-
ty) Givens of Roachdale, 
Ind., David Lee (Marjorie) 
Givens of Hudson, Iowa, and 
William O. (Nancy) Givens 

of Charleston; his sister, Pa-
tricia Irvine of Paris; nine 
grandchildren, Bryce Givens 
of Vandalia, Hannah Giv-
ens of Charleston, Megan 
Scheffer of Charleston, Zac 
Givens of Des Moines, Iowa, 
Rachel Givens of Indianapo-
lis, Ind., David Andrew Giv-
ens of Desoto, Iowa, Joseph 
Givens of St. Paul, Minn., 
Rebecca Chung of Waterloo, 
Iowa, and Steven Renner of 
Paris; and three great-grand-
children, Elijah Givens of St. 
Paul, Minn., Micaiah Givens 
of St. Paul, Minn., and Cade 
Scheffer of Charleston. 

He was preceded in death 
by a granddaughter, Laura 
Givens; a brother, Orval Lee 
“Bo” Givens; and a sister, 
Beverly Martin.

Mr. Givens was a United 
States Army veteran of the 
Korean War. He was a Paris, 
City Council member for 
four years, serving as Fire and 
Public Safety Commissioner. 
He was the community Santa 
Claus for 54 years.  

His memberships includ-
ed Masonic Lodge 268 AF 
& AM and American Legion 
Post 211.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Paris’ Shop 
With A Cop or Gideons In-
ternational.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

GIVENS

CATHERINE EAST
MARSHALL – Catherine 

E. “Kay” East, 78, of Mar-
shall, passed away at 6:30 a.m. 

Tuesday June 
4, 2019, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial was 
celebrated at 

11 a.m. Thursday, June 6, at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, with 
the Rev. Augustine Koomson 
as celebrant. Burial followed 
in the York Cemetery. Visita-
tion at Pearce Funeral Home 
was from 9 a.m. until shortly 
before the Mass Thursday.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the 4-H Founda-
tion or to the West Union Li-
brary. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

EAST

ART DAVIS
CASEY – Arthur Raymond 

“Art” Davis Sr., 87, of Olney, 
passed away Monday, June 3, 

2019, at Ape-
rion Care, Ol-
ney.  

A funeral 
service is 11 
a.m. today, 
June 8, at 
Markwell Fu-
neral Home, 
with Pastor 
Charlie Duke 
of f ic iat ing.  
G r a v e s i d e 

military rites by Westfield 
American Legion and Kansas 
American Legion accompany 
burial in the Ashmore Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 10 a.m. 
until the service time today at 
the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to American Cancer So-
ciety or Residential Hospice at 
Marion.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

DAVIS

RONALD BARATH
Ronald Barath, 82, of Par-

is, passed away at 9:15 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 4, 2019, at Par-

is Healthcare 
Center.  

In accor-
dance with 
his wishes, 
no formal 
c e r e m o n y 
is planned. 
Friends are 
invited to 
join the fam-
ily in a cel-
ebration of 

Ron’s life from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. today, June 8, at the fam-
ily home. Private interment is 
at a later date. Templeton Fu-
neral Home assisted with the 
arrangements. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans or to Army 
Emergency Relief. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

BARATH

WILLIAM COLLINS
MARSHALL – William 

Gene Collins, 71, of Oliver, 
passed away at 5:50 a.m. May 

31, 2019, 
at Horizon 
Health Cen-
ter, Paris.

A funer-
al service 
was noon 
Wednesday, 
June 5, at the 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home, 
with the 
Rev. David 

LaBoard officiating. Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars #5975 
performed military rites at 
the funeral home. Visitation 
was from 5 to 7 p.m. Tues-
day, June 4, at the funeral 
home. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

COLLINS

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO – Local govern-
ments across Illinois now have 
financial information at their 
fingertips thanks to the Illi-
nois Department of Revenue’s 
(IDOR) new online portal.  

MyLocalTax provides a 
centralized location for local 
government officials to access 
information from IDOR, pro-
viding increased communica-
tions and control over finances 
through timely and transpar-
ent information-sharing. The 
new portal also frees up IDOR 
staff to serve localities more 
effectively on other pressing 
issues.  

“At the Department of Rev-
enue, we strive to increase effi-
ciencies and deliver taxpayers 
a better service, and that’s why 
I am excited to announce My-

LocalTax,” said acting Direc-
tor David Harris today before 
a crowd of local government 
officials in Naperville. “My-
LocalTax puts local officials 
back in control by streaming 
operations and increasing in-
formation-sharing. Governor 
Pritzker challenged us to reim-
age service using technology 
and innovation, and I am very 
pleased to say that this is a ma-
jor step by the Department of 
Revenue toward that goal.” 

Today’s announcement 
came as the department held 
a workshop for local govern-
ment officials in Naperville, 
the first of many that will be 
held across the state during 
June. 

The MyLocalTax portal pro-
vides monthly access to finan-
cial tax allocation information, 
streamlines the local business 

tax data verification process, 
and allows for electronic com-
munication between the agen-
cy and locality.  

“IDOR has always been 
proud of the services it pro-
vides local governments 
on behalf of the state,” said 
Brenda Towers, Program 
Administrator for Taxpayer 
Services at IDOR. “Not only 
does MyLocalTax continue 
in that mission, it increases 
communication with our lo-
cal governments and frees up 
staff to tackle more complex 
problems affecting the alloca-
tion of monies to local gov-
ernments.”

MyLocalTax is just the lat-
est step in IDOR’s continu-
ous mission to innovate and 
improve its operations while 
safeguarding taxpayer dollars. 
Last year, IDOR launched a 

DOR launches online portal for local governments
new mobile-friendly website 
to provide businesses, tax pro-
fessionals and the public eas-
ier access to the information 
needed most.  Updates in-
clude a drop-down menu sys-
tem at the top of every page, 
and real-time traffic-driven 
listings showing users what 
questions, forms and tax types 
are currently garnering wide 
interest.

For more information on 
MyLocalTax, please visit 
IDOR’s website at: tax.illinois.
gov.  Stay current on the latest 
from Revenue by following 
IDOR on Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube. 



It’s about time that taxpayers 
demand the old boring state 
slogan, “Illinois: Land of Lincoln,” 

be changed. 
Immediately.

Yes “Land of 
Lincoln” had a 
good run, but 
Lincoln was a 
Republican and 
Republicans flee 
as did terrified 
refugees of old 
before Genghis 
Khan.

And so, the 
creaky old state slogan has little 
to do with what the state is about 
now.

So why not change it to some-
thing appropriate, to this?

“Illinois: Shut up and Take it.”
Because if you’re a taxpayer, 

that’s exactly what you’re expect-
ed to do.

Just shut up and take it.
Especially now that Gov. Big 

Boy and his boss, House Speak-
er Michael J. Madigan and the 
iron-fisted Democratic legislative 
majority have passed an amazing 
$40 billion operating budget 
and another $45 billion capital 
spending plan chock-full of pork 
and dripping with pork fat.

They’ve done it in just days, in 
the shadows, crafting $85 billion 
in spending for a state that’s 
broke, on the edge of insolvency, 
a state with billions in unfunded 
public pension liabilities, a state 
that can’t pay its bills.

A state that can’t withstand 
even a tiny recession.

All that spending comes with 
no structural reforms whatsoever 
in return. But that hasn’t stopped 
Gov. Big Boy and Boss Madigan 
and even a few quisling Repub-
licans are bragging about the 
historic nature of their deal.

Their media biscuit eaters are 
calling it historic and deciding 
who won.

Let’s not make this partisan. 

Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
and Madigan won, yes, but they 
aren’t alone in heaping glory 
upon themselves. What about the 
Republican leadership?

State House Minority Leader 
Jim Durkin was proud of what 
he’d accomplished. But nothing 
compares to the glowing blush 
of Senate Minority Leader Bill 
Brady of Bloomington.

He was revealed by good re-
porters at ProPublica and WBEZ 
(former Tribsters Jason Grotto 
and Dan Mihalopoulos respec-
tively) of being among those 
Springfield insiders cashing in on 
the gaming industry.

And if there’s anything that says 
Illinois Republican to me it’s a 
guy like Brady, wetting his beak, 
legally of course, cashing in with 
the Democrats while telling vot-
ers he’s still thinking about what’s 
best for them.

Now I won’t tell you who won. 
I’ll leave that to political geniuses 
who smooch behinds. But I will 
tell you who lost.

You. Me. Chumbolone Nation. 
We lost. That’s who lost.

But there will be taxes. Includ-
ing a-boil-the-rich income tax 
increase that Gov. Big Boy will 
put on the November 2020 ballot.

The politics of the tax increase 
to come are obvious. Even if 
you’re stoned you should compre-
hend the plan.

It’ll be sold as a 
hate-Trump-hate-Republican tax 
to help the beleaguered middle 
class.

Who is the middle class? Poli-
ticians never say exactly, although 
they’re not in politics to be mem-
bers of the middle class. They’re 
masters of the universe.

And Gov. Pritzker has been 
talking about fair tax increases for 
a long time, even as his billions 
were hidden offshore, far away 
from the taxman.

Taxpayers who’d oppose the 
new graduated income tax in-

crease on the 2020 ballot are leav-
ing the state every day in droves. 
And every day that means fewer 
and fewer Illinois voters who’ll be 
around to vote against it.

And who is left to vote for 
it? The beneficiaries of govern-
ment programs and govern-
ment unions. Their unions will 
spend lots of money, as will the 
Democratic den mothers, the 
trial lawyers and they’ll all shout 
down anyone standing in their 
way. Those who oppose it will be 
shamed as racists, misogynists, 
whatever sticks.

When the middle class realizes 
Pritzker will require more money, 
that simmering the wealthy just 
won’t provide the rich gravy he’ll 
need, he’ll toss them into the pot 
too.

With no Republican Party in 
the state, who’ll stop him?

And more businesses will leave, 
and they’ll take more jobs with 
them to well-run states such as 
Indiana and Texas to name just 
a few.

But don’t worry, Illinois. We’ll 
be able to gamble and get high.

Just think of it: drug induced 
lethargy, fiscal insolvency, tax 
increases, entrepreneurs fleeing 
and taking capital with them.

What’s there to be worried 
about? Don’t be such a downer.

Instead, let’s remind ourselves 
what Gov. Big Boy and Boss 
Madigan have accomplished in 
the past few days.

The gas tax increase, the park-
ing tax increase, this gambling 
deal and that Chicago casino deal 
and that $45 billion in capital 
spending that’s already spoken 
for, with all the asphalt poured by 
the boys from the land of how-
you-doin.

Boss Madigan handed the bud-
get package over to the legislature 
and demanded an immediate 
vote. Legislators didn’t get to read 
all of it. But they voted.
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Democratic Gov. J. B. 
Pritzker and the Legis-
lature have gambled on 

a new 
direction 
for Illinois. 
The dra-
matic new 
course 
seeks to 
turn our 
state from 
a gov-
ernment 
mired in 
conflict, 

impasse and perennial 
deficits to that of big 
picture thinking, and big 
spending.

The two primary en-
actments this past month 
were a capital construction 
bill of breathtaking dimen-
sions and a path toward 
significant higher income 
taxes to be imposed on the 
top 3 percent of earners.

The effects of the 
construction program for 
both transportation proj-
ects and vertical ones such 
as university laboratories 
and repairs will be felt 
almost immediately. An 
increase of 19 cents per 
gallon in gas taxes goes 
into effect July 1, along 
with sharp increases in 
licenses for drivers and 
their auto plates, as well as 
other fees.

Revenues from new 
casinos, sports betting, 
and more video terminals, 
always uncertain, are to 
pay for the university labs 
and other brick-and-mor-
tar projects. I believe gam-
bling revenue is fool’s gold 
and has been since the 
1980s, when the lottery 
was sold as the solution 
to our school funding 
problems.

The possible income 
tax increases require us 
to vote in the November 
2020 election on the issue 
of authorizing graduated, 
as opposed to the present 
flat, rates. If three-fifths 
of voters casting ballots 
on the issue say Yes, 
then rates on those with 
incomes above $250,000 
will go as high as 7.99 
percent, from the present 
4.95 percent.

The State of Illinois has 
seen its net assets decline 
from a negative $4 billion 
in 2002 to minus $150 bil-
lion this past year, accord-
ing to annual reports from 
the state comptroller. This 

Goodbye
to my very 
own Santa

As the General Assembly swings decidedly left, they don’t represent Edgar County

As I approach the age of Medicare, I have 
discovered every little loss of something from 
my childhood seems to take a little piece of 

my heart. It happened to me 
again this week when I heard 
of the death of Frank Givens, 
our community Santa Claus, 
youth police officer and all 
around good guy.

Those of us who are count-
ed as Baby Boomers and 
were raised in this commu-
nity have only one picture of 
Santa Claus. He is sitting in 
the little house on the square, 
calling you “Sis” if you were 

a girl with a friendly voice and the required 
twinkle in his eye. Let’s face it, friends. Frank 
Givens was Santa Claus in more ways than 
one.

As a cub reporter at the Paris Beacon-News 
during a break from my studies at Indiana 
State University, I was assigned to spend the 
day with Santa Claus while he visited Paris 
classrooms as each classroom celebrated its 
Christmas party. 

You remember that excitement, don’t you? 
Imagine you’re a first grader at Tanner School 
— or any Paris school for that matter — and 
you’re enjoying your Christmas cookies 
before the class gift exchange when you sud-
denly hear the sound of bells — you imagine 
sleigh bells — and suddenly Santa Claus 
bursts into the room. He visits every child at 
his or her desk and passes out treats. Al-
though the treat bags were purchased by the 
school PTO, every child believes the treats 
came from the North Pole. As quickly as he 
appeared, Santa Claus (aka Frank Givens) is 
gone, as the sound of bells moves to another 
part of the school building.

I will never forget the day I spent with 
Frank. We talked about his experiences as the 
community’s Santa Claus and the children 
he came in contact with during his visits to 
homes, schools and churches. Paris was still 
pretty much a middle-class town at that point 
— in the mid 1970s — so Frank’s story of 
hungry children didn’t shock me. It did make 
me realize that help was needed.

Frank shared at time his dream. He wanted 
to have a Children’s Christmas Dinner to 
provide a special event to the community 
children who otherwise might not have a 
Christmas. A year later, Frank was able to 
make that a reality. The dinner was a holiday 
tradition for many years.

Frank was also the city’s first juvenile offi-
cer. I’ve heard from several people this week 
what a difference he made in that capacity for 
them. 

When I posted on Facebook about Frank’s 
death, I was not surprised by the outpouring 
of affection and the comments. Here are 
some of my favorites:

Steve Vice: “If you believe in Santa Claus 
and Christmas it’s probably because of Frank 
Givens. When I was a kid my dad was a Fire 
and Police Commissioner and I spent a lot of 
time at the old fire station across from Horace 
Link. During the Christmas season I could 
never figure out why Santa would go upstairs 
but Frank Givens would come down the 
stairs about a half an hour later. 

“Frank knew everyone but Santa knew 
everything — they were one in the same. The 
last few years we have lost many local icons 
who to a kid growing up were larger than life. 
Frank was one of those men. Everyone please 
say a prayer for the Givens family at this 
tough time. We all need to step up and be the 
men and women that Frank wanted us to be.”

Jackie Sturgeon Kraemer: “I have vivid 
memories of Frankie riding around in his po-
lice uniform on ‘his’ police trike. He was one 
of the most wonderful men I’ve ever known!”

Theresa Mitchelle Finley: “Best Santa ever. 
Thank you Frankie for giving so much of your 
life to the children in our community. Beauti-
ful memories.”

Phillip Irish: “Christmas will never be the 
same. Frankie played Santa Claus in Paris 
for 54 years, and won the hearts of both the 
young and the old.” 

Susan Waggoner Wauck: “I remember my 
dad talking about Frank Givens being our 
local Santa. Maybe it was Frank who came to 
the Methodist Church after our Christmas 
pageant each year with bags of candy includ-
ing those chocolates we called haystacks. I 
think we each got an orange, too. I also re-
member hiding from Santa when he was giv-
ing out candy canes at stores on the square, 
and my mother giving me the what for about 
my rudeness. (It was actually shyness.) He 
was such a generous person in more ways 
than I knew. May his family be comforted by 
the wonderful memories they have.”

I wonder if Frank knew what a profound 
influence he was on so many of our lives 
growing up in this small midwestern town. I 
hope he knew what he meant to the Rob-
erts kids on Elm Street and thousands of 
children throughout the community from 
the south end to the west end and all points 
in between. 

As Joe Hasler noted, “Sad, but leaving such 
a legacy is confirmation of a life well lived!”

Thank you Frank. We will never forget you.
(Nancy Zeman is the published and part 

owner of The Prairie Press and still believes in 
Santa. Email her at nzeman@prairiepress.net.”

As the Illinois General Assembly 
adjourned after what Governor J.B. 
Pritkzer described as “an historic 
session,” the groans heard through-
out Edgar County and much of East 
Central and Southern Illinois were 
deafening. 

Why?
Because the overwhelmingly Dem-

ocratic majority moved our state so 
far to the left — progressive as some 
call it — that the legislation and bud-
get signed by Pritzker decidedly does 
not represent values of our friends 
and neighbors in our county.

Oh sure, there are the select few 
who have swallowed the Pritzker’s 
and Speaker of the House Boss 
Michael Madigan’s claims hook, line 
and sinker. But the majority of local 
residents are angry about not only 
the doubling of the gas tax from 19 

cents a gallon to 38 cents per gal-
lon beginning July 1 and increased 
license plate fees as well as seemingly 
unending tax increases to balance 
the state’s budget.

These tax increases will hurt 
many residents — especially senior 
citizens on fixed incomes and those 
who are living paycheck to paycheck.  
A drivers license was $30 but will 
now cost $60. Registering a vehicle 
will cost $148 up from $98.

The sad truth is the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly did nothing to bring 
state spending and pensions into 
line. As the editorial board of the 
Chicago Tribune wrote Monday, 

“Once you’ve seen a rabbit pulled 
from a hat a few times, you’re no 
longer shocked. And once you’ve 
seen the General Assembly — pres-
to change-o — turn promises into 
still more debt, well, you don’t faint 
when lawmakers add a few billion 
dollars to the tab. But you don’t 
applaud either.”

The $85 billion in spending won’t 
pay off the state’s overdue bills, 
rescue its underfunded and bloated 
pension system or break its reliance 
on borrowing. Whether the budget 
is actually balanced as lawmakers 
claim remains to be seen because 
who knows if the anticipated reve-
nue will actually materialize.

It remains to be seen if roads and 
bridges in Central Illinois will be 
fixed and our schools funded.

Don’t hold your breath.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 
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Hagan Scholarship Recipient
Ms. Sydney Martin, a student at Paris High School, was awarded 
a Hagan Scholarship to attend Indiana University to study Biology.

The Hagan Scholarship is a need-based merit scholarship, providing 
up to $6,000 each semester to help recipients graduate college debt 
free. Hagan Scholars from 44 states will attend 325 colleges and 
universities the fall semester of 2019.

www.hsfmo.org
“Helping Rural Students Graduate College Debt Free”
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This works out to an average 
decline in state worth of 
almost $9 billion a year, on 
an annual budget of about 
$75 billion this past year. In 
other words, we have been 
spending and obligating our 
state to almost $9 billion 
more each year than we have 
been taking in from taxes 
and fees.

The dust has not yet 
settled on actions taken on 
the budget for the coming 
year approved by the General 
Assembly, who put together 
a 1,500-page bill at the last 
minute of the scheduled ses-
sion. Lawmakers had barely 
time to read the cover page 
before voting on it. Though 
the budget is proclaimed to 
be balanced, I fear we will 
record yet another deficit, 
as additional spending and 
business tax breaks (revenue 
loss) were added during the 
last-minute budget scrum.

Watchdog groups such as 
the Civic Federation of Chi-
cago and the Civic Commit-
tee of the Commercial Club 
are deeply concerned that 
the hastily drawn spending 
products of the governor and 
Legislature represent neither 
sound planning nor perfor-
mance measures to ensure 
efficient spending of taxpayer 
dollars.

For example, tucked 
away in the capital plan 
are allocations of between 

$1.5 million and $6 million 
per each of our 177 legisla-
tors, depending upon the 
chamber and party of the 
member, to be spent as the 
member sees fit.

What is this new Pritzker 
model for state government? 
There are basically two, 
sharply contrasting models 
to choose from. Texas has its 
low tax/low service model; 
the Lone Star state has no 
income tax. In contrast, Cal-
ifornia has a high tax/high 
service approach; the top 
income tax rate in California 
is 13.30 percent.  Both states 
achieved strong rates of 
economic growth from 2011 
to 2016. Texas’ per capita 
gross domestic product 
grew by a compounded rate 
of 3.86 percent during the 
period; that of California by 
3.23 percent; Illinois, 1.01 
percent.

The Pritzker model is cer-
tainly high tax. According to 
the Tax Foundation, Illinois 
already had the fifth highest 
state and local tax burden in 
2012 (latest year compar-
ative data published). The 
problem the new governor 
and Illinois policymakers 
face is that our state has 
extraordinary legacy costs. 
Those result from earlier 
misdeeds regarding our quite 
rich public employee pen-
sion systems, as well as from 
higher-than-typical overall 
costs for our huge feder-
al-state health care system, 
which covers 3.1 million 

low-income and nursing 
home residents. 

I believe the growing, 
unfunded liabilities for both 
our state government as well 
as local police-fire pensions 
are unsustainable, and that 
benefits must be trimmed. 
The governor disagrees, 
saying the issue is solely how 
to pay for the pensions.

If we didn’t have these 
high costs, Illinois could be 
high tax/high service. How-
ever, once spending for these 
services is taken out each 
year, the best the Illinois 
model can be, even with the 
yet to-be-determined higher 
income taxes, is high tax/
low-to-medium service.

Thus, Pritzker faces at least 
two tough challenges, one 
political, the other about 
economic development. 

First, he must prove to 
motorists his infrastruc-
ture program will generate 
more improvements for 
our decrepit highways than 
cost at the pump. As for 
economic development, the 
governor has to show the 
world, especially business 
and entrepreneurs, that his 
investments in infrastructure, 
universities and the people 
of Illinois will offset the high 
taxes and make the state a 
better, more attractive place 
to work and live.

(Jim Nowlan is president 
of Stark County Communica-
tions, which publishes newspa-
pers in his rural home county in 
Illinois.)

BY KEITH HUXEN
National World War II Museum

As we reflect on the 75th 
anniversary of the Allied 
landings in Normandy, 
many Americans still in-
adequately grasp why this 
day, of all days in World 
War II, was so important. 

Young people often fail 
to see why this invasion 
was special, or how this 
event shaped their own 
world. 

In honor of those who 
made this history, here is 
why I believe we must al-
ways remember D-Day: 

Gen. George Marshall 
was correct in 1942 that 
only an invasion of France 
and campaign to Berlin 
would ensure the defeat 
of Nazi Germany, but it 
took fully 2½ years before 
the Allies had the neces-
sary amounts of troops, 
training and war material 
to attempt an invasion of 
Northern Europe. 

Adolf Hitler knew we 
were coming. The Ger-
mans did not know exact-
ly where and when, but 
their Atlantic Wall defens-
es were built to blunt our 
forces. 

The military plans for 
Operation Overlord were 
astonishingly complex: it 
was a massive, vast oper-
ation, full of movement, 
timetables and logistical 
schedules across the air, 
sea and land. Problems in 
any of these moving parts 
could jam up other areas, 
spread through the entire 
operation and lead to fail-

KASS
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That isn’t democracy. 
That’s feudalism.

While you’re shutting up 
and taking it, you might as 
well have a family meeting to 
decide the big issue:

Will yours be a bong 
family or a joint family, or a 
gummy bear family?

You must decide now that 

Gov. Big Boy and Boss Madi-
gan are making pot legal in 
order to tax it and pay for all 
their cool schemes.

“We’re not going to have 
pot in our home,” said my 
wife. “Absolutely not. ”

Oh, really?
How else are we to cope 

with what they’ve done? 
With whiskey? 

That’s bad for the blood 
sugar.

We need to be baked or 
whatever the kids call it now, 
thinking of the brownie 
sundaes at Denny’s, if they 
still sell them, because the al-
ternative is reality and that’s 
depressing.

Illinois: The Shut Up and 
Take It State.

(John Kass is a columnist 
for the Chicago Tribuen. Email 
him at jskass@chicagotribune.
com.)

ure. 
Even the best-laid plans 

were still susceptible to the 
fog of war. Gen. Dwight Ei-
senhower had to lead a frac-
tious, multinational military 
force with strong personali-
ties and disruptive opinions. 
Unforeseen events and un-
controllable factors, includ-
ing but not limited to weath-
er, soil conditions, spies, 
deception plans and pure 
luck could change events and 
outcomes. 

History was replete with 
failed crossings of the English 
Channel. The Spanish failed 
to invade England in 1588, 
Napoleon failed in 1805 and 
in 1940 Hitler failed to cross 
after Dunkirk. 

All of these operations 
were from the continent to 
England, but the Allied oper-
ation to cross in the opposite 
direction with the largest and 
most complex military force 
ever assembled defied all 
odds. 

Finally, the Allies had only 
one chance for Overlord to be 
successful. There was no Plan 
B to defeat Nazi Germany. 

To understand today what 
was at stake, let us pretend 
that the Germans drove the 
Allies back into the English 
Channel that day. What 
would have been the results? 

The immediate situation 

would be that it would take 
another two years before the 
Allies had the resources to 
attempt another invasion. 
Political support in the Unit-
ed States and Britain would 
erode. The Soviet Union 
would likely make a separate 
peace with Nazi Germany, 
probably forcing the Unit-
ed States and Britain to then 
make separate deals. The Hit-
ler regime would survive.  

Two catastrophic results 
can be reliably predicted 
if Hitler survived in pow-
er: First, democracy would 
be completely eliminated 
across Europe. Second, the 
Holocaust would contin-
ue until 100 percent of all 
people Hitler deemed to be 
racially inferior were mur-
dered. As we know it, the 
postwar world would be un-
recognizable.   

But that did not happen. 
Instead, beginning with the 
bloodshed on the beaches of 
Normandy on June 6, 1944, 
and through the deaths of 
hundreds of thousands of Al-
lied troops over the next 11 
months on the road to Berlin, 
by May 1945 Nazi Germany 
was destroyed.   

We today cannot forget 
how we inherited this world, 
and it is for that reason why 
D-Day must always be re-
membered — and honored. 

Never ever forget

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free



The ongoing issue of how 
to keep the Northern Edgar 
County Ambulance Service 
(NECAS) solvent and in oper-
ation was discussed again. The 
NECAS board regards creating 
a special service area and col-
lecting taxes from residents of 
Young America, Ross, Prairie, 
Brouilletts Creek, Edgar and 
Shiloh townships, plus the 
communities of Hume, Met-
calf and Chrisman as the best 
solution. 

So far only two of the juris-
dictions have passed the re-
quired resolution of support 
and Wolfe, who represents 
Chrisman on the NECAS 
board, was hoping for a full 
Chrisman city council to dis-
cuss and decide the issue. 
Commissioner Tyler Alexan-
der was absent from the June 3 
meeting and a vacancy on the 
council remains unfilled.

Wolfe stressed prompt ac-
tion is necessary if the am-

8A |  SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netFROM PAGE 1, NEWS

The best community deserves the best hospital. 
Horizon Health is honored to have been named a 
Top 100 Critical Access Hospital by the industry’s 
most comprehensive rating system. We are one of 
only two hospitals selected for the distinction in 
Illinois, out of a national total of over 1,300 Critical 
Access Hospitals. We could never have acheived this 
honor without our dedicated community and staff. 
Thank you—we are proud to provide you the best. 

Horizon Health is a Top 100  

Critical Access Hospital

You deserve
  the best.

Learn more about our Top 100 Distinction at MyHorizonHealth.org. 

To purchase call 217-728-7375 or online at thelittletheatre.org
Summer Season Sponsor

6/19 - 6/30

TICKETS
$37.50 for adults | $35.40 for seniors (62+)

$21.75 for students (under 22)

FAMILY FUN PACK - $99! (2 adult & 2 student tickets)

sponsored by 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Bryan Haddix, left, takes the oath of office to serve as a Chris-
man City Council member. City attorney Robert Morris, right, 
administers the oath. Haddix was appointed to fill a vacancy 
after too few candidates ran to fill all the council seats during 
the April election.

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

COMPOST
FROM PAGE 8A

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 1A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NEWMAN – A full slate 
of activities accompanies the 
Newman Freedom Festival.

Most activities are at, or 
near, the town square city 
park, but the tractor pulls are 
in Memorial Park.

Here is a schedule of 
events:

FRIDAY, JUNE 14
4 p.m. vendors open for 

business
4-6 p.m. free kids inflat-

ables in the park
4-7 p.m. Shiloh Little 

League Jonah Fish Fry
5-6:30 p.m. Joyful Bubbles
5-7 p.m. Newman High 

School Reunion
6 p.m. Illiana Tractor Pull
8-10 p.m. Teen Dance 

(ages 9-14) at the communi-
ty center

8 p.m. Live Music by Jane 
Doe at the Corn Crib

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
7:30 a.m. biathlon starts
10 a.m. vendors open
11 a.m. Freedom Parade

Annual Newman 
Freedom Festival 
set for June 14-16

bulance service is to remain 
viable, noting the sooner a 
special service area is created 
the quicker tax money can start 
providing key support. He said 
failure to approve the special 
service area leaves the NECAS 
board with two options.

Currently the jurisdictions 
pay into the service based on 
population but the rough-
ly $22,000 that generates 
each year is insufficient. The 
communities could pay on 
a formula dividing the cost 
of operating NECAS by the 
percentage of use. Such an ap-
proach would make Chrisman 
liable for $90,000 a year as the 
largest community in north-
ern Edgar County and with 
the majority of the ambulance 
runs destined for the Pleasant 
Meadows Senior Living Nurs-
ing Home in town.

“We (the Chrisman City 
Council) can’t afford that,” said 
Wolfe. 

The other option, Wolfe 
said, is for NECAS to contin-

ue as is until all of the reserve 
funds are exhausted sometime 
before the end of the year, then 
declare insolvency and sell 
the ambulances, building and 
other assets with the proceeds 
divided among the supporting 
jurisdictions on a percentage 
plan. At that point, no ambu-
lance service will exist in north-
ern Edgar County.

“We definitely need an 
ambulance,” said Mayor Dan 
Owen.

He called a special city coun-
cil meeting 7 p.m. Thursday, 
June 6, specifically to fill the 
empty seat at the table. The 
Chrisman City Council can 
make a decision about the 
ambulance during the regular 
June 17 meeting and still be in 
advance of the next NECAS 
board meeting. 

Bryan Haddix took the oath 
of office during the special 
meeting. His specific respon-
sibilities as commissioner are 
oversight of the city sewer 
plant and public health. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Bob McNabb and his son Matt stand by the mixer and conveyer 
system used for loading tons of material into shipping contain-
ers for a speedy composting operation they are developing on 
their Elbridge Township farm.

company that was able to sal-
vage it.

The comment got the 
younger McNabb thinking 
about all of the waste material 
heading to landfills that have 
the potential for composting. 
As he researched the issue, one 
of the problems he discovered 
is the amount of labor needed 
to keep outdoor composting 
piles turned on a daily basis 
when dealing with tons of 
material. It is also a lengthy 
process often requiring a mini-
mum of three months to obtain 
usable compost.

One day while waiting in a 
truck line at the Decatur ADM 
facility, he was continuing the 
online research and discovered 
a system that uses specially 
lined shipping containers and 
forced air to create massive 
amounts of compost in a peri-
od of seven to 21 days. 

“The system was developed 
in California where the state is 
doing away with big outdoor 
composting because of the 
methane gas it produces,” Matt 
McNabb said. 

His system is equipped with 
bio-filters filled with wood 
chips that eliminate the meth-
ane gas and also any odors that 
sometimes accompany the 
composting process.

Composting in 20-foot 
shipping containers requires 
a massive amount of supply 
since each container can hold 
up to 20 tons of material. ADM 
proved to be the source with 
animal feed that got wet or is 
otherwise considered not suit-
able for sale. 

“All of this material (ADM) 
can’t use goes to the landfill,” 
said Matt McNabb, noting 
ADM officials were intrigued 

by his proposal.
The company, he said, had 

adopted a landfill-deferred 
program with a goal of all 
plants being 85 percent landfill 
deficient by 2020.

Another source of material 
is the mulch ground by the city 
of Paris at Potts Lane, and the 
composting is a way to get rid 
of stores of old hay. 

The McNabbs calculate 
their system can accommodate 
5,000 tons of material from 
ADM and the company wants 
them to take three times that 
much.

“We were taking a leap of 
faith, but we couldn’t fund it on 
our own,” said Matt McNabb. 
“Every bank in Paris said no.”

The break came when 
they presented the plan to 
Longview Bank. Matt Mc-
Nabb explained Longview is 
owned by the farming Albin 
family. They saw merit in the 
idea and provided financing.

What started as McNabb 
Broders Composting is going 
through the process of becom-
ing the not-for-profit McNabb 
Broders Sustainability Educa-
tion.

“That’s so we can apply for 
grants and work with colleges 
and universities,” said Matt 
McNabb. “People who grant 
money want to see some re-
search out of it.”

Compost production is not 
in full swing as they are still 
experimenting and learning. 
They are currently loading 12 
to 15 tons of material in the 
shipping containers and need 
to tweak their loading system 
to get the full 20 tons each con-
tainer can hold.

It is an efficient system. Each 
15-ton load yields about 14.5 
tons of finished compost.

Most of weight loss is asso-
ciated with leachate, or water 
runoff. Even that is not waste. 

The leachate is captured and 
reused in subsequent loads to 
start the composting process 
and reduce the need for using 
potable water.

After final Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
approval, they can put the 
system into full production 
and create large quantities of 
compost as a soil amendment. 
It cannot be marketed as fer-
tilizer.

Both men see this as way 
to better protect their land 
by adding organic material 
rather than more chemicals. 
They hope to take their farm 
to organic status with a crop 
rotation of corn, beans, wheat, 
alfalfa and possibly hemp.

“I want to see a better qual-
ity of life for my family, our 
ground, the community and 
the environment,” said Matt 
McNabb. “Everybody’s in 
grain and hauling. We’ve got an 
overabundance of the stuff.”

The effort has also inspired 
them to look for other ways to 
minimize their environmental 
impact. Future plans call for 
installing solar power to gen-
erate the electricity needed 

to operate the fans moving 
air through the system and 
the computerized controls. A 
catchment system for using 
runoff water from the roof is 
also under consideration.

Bob McNabb is convinced 
that in the not too distant fu-
ture they will be using elec-
tric powered trucks, tractors 
and other equipment in their 
farming, trucking and com-
posting operations.

As Matt McNabb becomes 
more experienced at com-
posting he anticipates creating 
tailor-made composts con-
taining the specific nutrients 
a farmer needs for a certain 
field, much like fertilizer com-
panies can now mix and blend 
chemicals to match what soil 
testing reveals as deficiencies.

“It’s kind of cutting edge,” 
Matt McNabb said. “This 
system has only been out for 
about 20 years.”

He regards how all of this 
came about as a blessing.

“God had his hand in this 
with the timing and when 
doors opened and people 
were available to help us,” he 
said.

lot on Union Street for the 
creation of a new community 
garden.

Wright said problems with 
Prospect Bank finalizing a 
lease and the gardeners con-

but he hoped to have the prob-
lem solved late in the week or 
early next week.

Henn decided to use a dif-
ferent type of sensor and once 
it is in place the water plant 
can be recalibrated for auto-
matic operation. The prob-
lem is the sensor he wants to 
install is not an off-the-shelf 
stock item.

“It’s custom made to our 
specification,” said Henn.

Some other work is getting 
done such as installing new 
remote read water meters 
and cleaning out a ditch and 
installing a new horn in the 
ditch. Another ditch cleaning 
and horn installation is on the 
to do list.

Henn plans to seek bids for 
having a dead maple and two 
ash trees removed from city 
property. 

“The ashes don’t look 
good,” said Henn. “They have 

ash borers.”
In other work, an inspec-

tion hole was cut into a drain 
tile in order to get equipment 
into the tile and clean out 
roots and other obstacles. 

“We are trying to do tile 
work between babysitting the 
water plant,” said Henn.

Police Chief Jeff Goodwin 
provided a rundown on calls 
answered and citations issued 
during May. He also discussed 
staying after a village resident 
about keeping her property 
clean. 

Goodwin said it is the vil-
lage board’s decision about 
how aggressive to be in the 
effort to force this resident’s 
compliance since she already 
owes the village several thou-
sand dollars for a court sanc-
tioned clean up and every 
time she is cited or the lawyer 
takes her to court, it increases 
her debt.

“She’s paying $25 a month 
toward what she owes,” said 
Goodwin.

KANSAS
FROM PAGE 1A

noon antique tractor 
pull

noon lunch in the park, 
various vendors

noon-5 p.m. free kids 
inflatables

noon-1 p.m. Hometown 
Band in concert

1 p.m. potty chair races
1-3 p.m. games for all ages
1-4 p.m. Tri-County 

cheerleaders dunk tank
1-9 p.m. Tri-County 

football sponsored bingo
4:30-7 p.m. JFL rib eye 

sandwich meal
5 p.m. kiddie tractor pull
6 p.m. Little Mr. & Miss 

Newman contest
6:30 p.m. Live Music by 

Jack Holt and Mikayla Joy
7 p.m. Ice cream by 

Longview State Bank
8 p.m. cash and mer-

chant drawings
9 p.m. fireworks 
9 p.m. street dance with 

live music by the Dunn 
Brothers & Feudin’ Hillbillys

SUNDAY, JUNE 16
10 a.m. community 

church service in the park

cerns about the amount of 
work converting the rub-
ble filled lot to raised beds 
and the need for fencing 
have cooled that possibil-
ity.

“There’s not going to be 
a garden in Paris this sum-
mer,” said Wright.
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Tacitus 
is pick at 
Belmont
BY TIM REYNOLDS
 AP Sports Writer

This is a Triple Crown 
season that will be remem-
bered, though probably 
should be forgotten.

Maximum Security was 
the winner of the Ken-
tucky Derby for about 20 
minutes, then got taken 
down over a claim of foul 
that will be debated for-
ever. The Preakness was 
probably most notable 
for Bodexpress throwing 
jockey John Velazquez to 
the ground as they lurched 
from the starting gate and 
then running the race any-
way.

And now, the Belmont 
Stakes gets its turn. If form 
holds, something peculiar 
will happen.

A field of 10 horses will 
be in the gate on Satur-
day for the mile-and-a-
half race, which is racing’s 
equivalent of a marathon. 
The Preakness winner, 
War of Will, is in there. So 
is Tacitus, who was placed 
third in the Kentucky Der-
by and is set as the morn-
ing-line favorite for the 
Belmont at 9-5 — slightly 
better than War of Will, at 
2-1.

They are, far and away, 
the best horses in the field 
on paper.

Thing is, this race — like 
every other race — isn’t 
run on paper.

There are horses that 
can beat Tacitus and War 
of Will in this race, includ-
ing Bourbon War, who was 
inexplicably a non-factor 
in the Preakness. If basing 
solely off that race, there 
would really be no reason 
to take a shot with him in 
the Belmont. But there is 
a big reason to take a look 
at him, and Intrepid Heart, 
and Tacitus.

They were all sired by 
Tapit.

There may not be a race 
where bloodlines matter 
more than the Belmont. 
Not every horse can go 12 
furlongs. Those sired by 
Tapit have shown they’re 
more than capable of han-
dling the distance; he was 
the winning sire in three of 
the last five Belmonts.

Bourbon War also gets 
Mike Smith to ride in this 
one, which is always a plus. 
His morning line of 12-1 is 
going to get bet down con-
siderably simply because 
of the Smith factor, which 
is especially noteworthy in 
New York.

Intrepid Heart’s record 
— two wins and a third in 
three starts, with $140,400 
in earnings — doesn’t look 
like much. But his last start, 
at Belmont four weeks ago 
in the Peter Pan, was actu-
ally very impressive con-
sidering he stumbled at the 
start and seemed to burn 
through his gas tank trying 
to make up ground.

Tacitus was placed third 
in the Kentucky Derby af-
ter Maximum Security was 
taken down and smartly 
skipped the Preakness. 
He’s a closer and he’ll be 
fresh for this race, always 
a good Belmont combina-
tion, plus keeps Jose Ortiz 
in the irons. This will be 
Tacitus’ sixth start; he’s had 
the same rider every time.

Everfast has raced 11 
times; he won his first start 

See BELMONT, Page 10A

Minor moving up to Indy
Paris High School 2017 baseball alum looking forward to playing for UIndy Greyhounds

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Having the opportunity to 
play a sport at the collegiate 
level is something that is of-
ten sought after and seldom 
found. 

Bo Minor has managed to 
make that childhood dream 
into a reality with a chance to 
compete for the University of 
Indianapolis. 

Minor, a 2017 Paris High 
School graduate, spent the 
past two years at Rend Lake 
college in Ina. There he refined 
his skills as a second baseman. 
His hard work has earned him 
a spot on the University of In-
dianapolis baseball team. 

The opportunity is an ex-
citing one for Minor — and 
something that he is looking 
forward to in the coming 
months. 

“From the time that I first 

stepped onto the campus 
I just loved it,” Minor said. 
“The staff and the facilities 
were incredible and I knew it 
was a great fit.” 

Minor will begin his time 
at UIndy after returning from 
playing in a summer league 
in Puerto Rico. The league 
cis made up of American and 
Puerto Rican collegiate base-
ball players. The league allows 
the players to compete outside 
of the college baseball season. 

Having the chance to play 
baseball has been something 
Minor has loved since he first 
picked up a bat at age seven 
— and that love has contin-
ued to grow along his journey. 

“I fell in love with baseball 
when I was really young and 
I have always strived to be the 
best that I can be,” he said. 
“There is always more work to 
do and, in the end, that hard 

work pays off.” 
Minor was not alone on 

his journey into the collegiate 
ranks however. He received a 
lot of support from his team-

mates, coaches and family 
along the way. 

“There is no way that I 
could be where I am without 
everyone around me,” Minor 

said. “My parents (Amanda 
and Dave) have always been 
there for me and been my 
biggest supporters. My high 
school teammates and coach-
es at Paris (Creighton Tarr 
and Jeff Chambers) helped 
push me further everyday as 
well and are a big part of why 
I am where I am.” 

Across the years, Minor has 
played with different team-
mates, coaches and clubs. 
He has seen baseball fields 
in different cities across the 
country. He has faced many 
obstacles along his athletic 
career and overcome adversi-
ty to reach a level of baseball 
that only a handful of people 
have the opportunity to play 
in their lifetime. 

Despite all of the change 
and turnover, one thing has 
remained consistent for Bo. 

“Baseball is just the best.” 

Special toThe Prairie Press

Paris High School baseball alum Bo Minor looks for his pitch 
during his final season with Rend Lake College this past spring.

NCAA:
Georgia 
transfer 
must sit

HUNTER MORRIS SWINGS AWAY

Special to The Prairie Press

Hunter Morris picks up a hit during this past spring’s Eastern Illinois University Panthers baseball season. Morris, a red-shirt 
senior, completed his collegiater baseball career with the Panthers after a stellar baseball career at Paris High School.

Morris’ baseball career ends
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Hunter Morris wrapped up a base-
ball career to remember in Illinois re-
cently, appearing in his senior season 
finale against University of Tennessee 
Martin. 

The game marked the end of an illus-
trious run for the Paris native, who has 
been playing baseball as long as he can 
remember. 

“Eastern Illinois gave me the chance 
to play this game in college and I am 
very thankful for that,” Morris said. “I 
loved everything about Eastern, it was 
the perfect fit for me.”

Eastern Illinois head baseball coach 
Jason Anderson, who has spent six 
years at EIU and three as the head 
coach, has overseen much of Morris’ 
development of Morris as an EIU Pan-
ther. 

“Hunter is such a great kid on and off 
the field,” Anderson said. “He has acted 
as a leader of this program and he em-
bodies everything that a coach wants 
in a student-athlete.” 

Morris began his time at EIU as a 
catcher, playing in 30 games for the 
Panthers and earning the Ohio Valley 
Conference Medal of Honor. 

In his sophomore season with EIU, 
Morris upped his game appearances to 

45, this time managing to hit his first 
career home run against Murray State 
while locking down an appearance on 
the OVC Commissioner’s honor roll. 

With all athletic careers though 
comes adversity, and Morris faced the 
biggest obstacle of his career when he 
underwent season-ending elbow sur-
gery in 2017. The injury/surgery re-
sulted in his being red-shirted by EIU. 

“The year that I missed because of 
surgery was tough, it wasn’t fun to sit 
out a year,” Morris observed. “Coming 
back from that, though, helped me to 
develop more as an athlete and a per-

son.” 
In his redshirt junior season, Hunter 

appeared in 49 games with 48 starts at 
first base. He finished the year with a 
.326 batting average, 61 hits, 55 RBIs, 
40 runs and 11 homeruns. Two of 
those homers were grand slams. 

In his senior year, Morris collected 
a .282 batting average with 61 hits, 50 
runs, 12 home runs and a team-high 53 
RBIs. He finished the season with All-
Ohio Valley Conference second team 
honors as a first baseman. He finished 
fifth in the conference in RBIs. 

Special to The Prairie Press

EIU first baseman Hunter Morris puts a tag on an opponent during this past 
spring’s Panther baseball season. Morris, who completed his baseball career at 
Eastern, is the son of Dave Morris and Susan Dyer of Paris.

Paris Tiger alum thankful 
for collegiate career at EIU

See MORRIS, Page 10A

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. 
(AP) — Illinois tight 
end Luke Ford, a transfer 
from Georgia, will not 
be eligible to play this 
season after the NCAA 
upheld the denial of his 
request for a waiver.

The NCAA initially 
denied Ford’s request in 
April, but the school ap-
pealed. Illinois said Fri-
day the appeal had been 
denied.

Ford was one of the 
top recruits in the state 
of Illinois and a highly 
regarded national pros-
pect in 2018. In January, 
Ford posted on Twitter 
he was leaving Georgia 
for Illinois because of 
his grandparents’ “de-
teriorating health” and 
the cost for his parents 
to watch him play. He is 
from tiny Carterville, Il-
linois, about two hours 
southeast of St. Louis.

Ford will be eligible to 
play in 2020.

Ford caught one pass 
last season for Georgia, 
but could have provided 
a much-need boost to 
Illinois’ receiving group 
next season. The Illini 
are especially light on 
wide receivers and have 
been looking at graduate 
transfers at that position.

Illinois is coming off a 
third straight losing sea-
son under coach Lovie 
Smith, and the offsea-
son has not brought 
much in the way of pos-
itive news.

MJ Rivers, the only 
quarterback on the roster 
with starting experience, 
announced last month 
that he was transferring. 

More seriously, last 
month defensive end 
Bobby Roundtree, one 
of the team’s best play-
ers, injured his spine in a 
swimming accident near 
his home in Florida.

Tight end will not 
be eligible for Illini
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00
Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00

**Upcoming Outings**
June 15, Paris little league baseball golf outing • June 22, Elks 
“ Bring your Best” event  • June 29, PHS basketball golf outing 

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Start with
Savings!

TEQ Correct 3.5 Ton Floor Jack

SAVE 
$50

1-Year 
Warranty

TP 3
500

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

MORRIS
FROM PAGE 9A

“I loved my time at Eastern 
Illinois, I wouldn’t trade it for 
anything,” Smith said. 

The dream of playing base-
ball did not just appear over-
night though. The former 
Tiger has wanted to play at 
a high level since his youth, 
when he would go watch the 
Paris baseball teams play on 
the diamond. 

“Baseball has always been 
and will always be a part of 
my life,” Morris said. “Since 
I was six or seven I’ve been 
watching or playing baseball 
and working to get better.” 

Creighton Tarr, who 
coached Morris during his 
time at Paris High School, 
loves the development that he 
has seen from the athlete. 

BELMONT
FROM PAGE 9A

start and hasn’t won since, 
yet got up for second in the 
Preakness and he’s officially 
puzzling. Joevia needs a per-
fect trip and some luck to be 
a factor. Tax and Spinoff both 
never fired in the Kentucky 
Derby, though that may 
have been more about the 
slop in each case than any-
thing else. Sir Winston ran 
huge at the end of the Peter 
Pan and looks like he’ll be a 
hard-charger at the end, if he 
doesn’t steal the whole thing.

War of Will was fantastic 
to win the Preakness, an-
other horse with the closing 
style that one needs at the 
Belmont. As always, though, 
the question remains about 
how a horse can handle the 
daunting task of competing 
in the Kentucky Derby, the 
Preakness and the Belmont 
in a five-week window. Some 
get through it with ease. Oth-
ers are gassed before they get 
to New York.

Master Fencer is racing for 
more than anyone else. He’s a 
Japanese-bred and would get 
a $1 million bonus from the 
New York Racing Associa-
tion if he wins the Belmont. 
He had a big finish in the 
slop at the Kentucky Derby 
and showed big-time closing 
speed. So he could be there 
at the end, and there will be 
value with him since New 
York bettors aren’t likely to 
bet down a horse they’ve 
rarely seen. He had a misstep 
in a workout last week, which 
may scare some potential 
backers off.

Plenty of good options. 
But a wacky Triple Crown 
season should end on a fairly 
predictable note.

Tacitus is the best horse 
of the 10. If he gets the right 
trip, even coming from the 
outside in a marathon, he 
wins.

The pick is Tacitus, with 
Bourbon War second and 
Master Fencer third, with Sir 
Winston rounding out the su-
perfecta.

Triple Crowns ends at Belmont
BY TOM CANAVAN
 AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
There’s been a buzz about 
thoroughbred racing since 
the Kentucky Derby and it 
just might increase when the 
“What if?” Triple Crown 
comes to an end with the Bel-
mont Stakes.

Think about it.
What if Maximum Secu-

rity, the first colt across the 
finish line, had not interfered 
with eventual Preakness win-
ner War of Will at the top of 
the stretch in the Derby?

The incident led to a 
much-debated disqualifica-
tion of Maximum Security 
that got people talking about 
horse racing.

What if a loose horse in the 
Preakness hadn’t overshad-
owed War of Will’s victory 
two weeks later at Pimlico in 
Maryland?

What will come next in the 
Belmont?

Maybe it’s trainer Mark 
Casse’s War of Will winning 
the final leg in the 1½ mile 
Belmont Saturday for two 

thirds of the Triple Crown.
Of course, that would lead 

to: ‘What if War of Will had 
not been fouled in Derby?’ 
Might he have joined Ameri-
can Pharoah (2015) and Jus-
tify (last year) as recent Triple 
Crowns winners?

Casse insists his colt 
would’ve had a shot to win 
had he not been fouled.

The questions and the chat-
ter will go on. But that’s posi-
tive for a sport dealing with a 
recent slew of thoroughbred 
deaths at tracks around the 
country.

“I think this has been a great 
Triple Crown for racing,” said 
trainer Dale Romans, who is 
saddling longshot Everfast 
for the Belmont. “It’s not a 
negative that’s on TV. Its con-
troversial issues on TV. If it 
was a negative issue, it would 
be different. Controversy is 
good. People love controver-
sy, and it’s got people talking 
about the game that had no 
idea about it.”

The Belmont will have a 
field of 10. Tacitus and War 
of Will are clearly the colts to 

beat.
Trainer Bill Mott’s Taci-

tus hasn’t raced since being 
placed third in the Kentucky 
Derby. The colt also will have 
somewhat of a home-ice ad-
vantage since he regularly 
trains on the track known as 
“Big Sandy.”  The colt is sired 
by Tapit, the father of three of 
the last five Belmont winners.

Mott is cautiously optimis-
tic about his chances.

War of Will is racing for the 
third time in five weeks. He is 
the only colt to compete in all 
three of the Triple Crown rac-
es this year.

“I have less concern about 
that now than if you had asked 
me that question two or three 
days after the Preakness,” 
Casse said. “I would have said 
that is a huge concern. We 
know that horse pretty well 
and we think he is ready.”

There are other interesting 
stories that could emerge Sat-
urday.

The third choice in the 
race is Master Fencer at 8-1. 
The colt is looking to become 
the first horse bred, based or 

owned by Japanese connec-
tions to win the Belmont.

Roman’s Everfast, who fin-
ished second in the Preakness at 
29-1, will be looking for only his 
second win in 12 career starts.

There are other stories and 
there will probably be more 
“What ifs?” knowing how this 
Triple Crown has gone.

NBC horse racing analyst 
Randy Moss said he has heard as 
much talk about the Derby after 
this year as in any of the 39 Ken-
tucky Derbies he has covered.

“People who know noth-
ing about horse racing were 
saying: ‘What do you think 
about this call?’ Was it legiti-
mate? Was it a bad call? Was it 
a good call?” Moss said.

Moss got a text message 
from a colleague at the NFL 
Network after the Preakness.

“If the (riderless) horse had 
finished first, would he have 
won the race?” Moss said.

The answer is no.
“Sometimes when these 

weird things happen, it can 
actually stimulate interest 
from the public in the sport,” 
Moss said.

“Hunter has always loved 
baseball and I could tell that 
from his freshman year at Par-
is,” Tarr said. “He put the time 
in on the field, in the weight 

room and in the classroom 
and he really developed into a 
natural leader and athlete for 
the team here.” 

Morris still holds several 
school records as a Paris Tiger 
including season (.539) and 
career (.458) batting averag-
es, career walks (86), career 
triples (9) and stolen bases in 
a game (3). 

Apart from the continuous 
support and aide of his team-
mates and coaches through-
out his career, Morris’ parents 
(Dave and Susan Dyer) have 
made the biggest impact on 
him, he said.

“My parents are my biggest 
supporters in the world,” he 
noted. “They barely missed 
any games throughout my 
career and have always been 
there to help me along when 
things got tough. I am so 
thankful for the support they 

have shown me throughout 
my time playing baseball.” 

His passion for baseball, 
which sprouted inside him as 
a wide-eyed kid watching the  
Paris Tigers on the field, has 
blossomed into a smoldering 
love and admiration for the 
sport. Having been the kid 
on the other side of the fence, 
wishing and dreaming of play-
ing America’s pastime, Morris 
has some words of advice. 

“Go out there everyday and 
attack, work hard and be dif-
ferent,” Hunter said. “The fu-
ture is bright, you just have to 
go and work for it.” 

Hunter graduated from 
Eastern Illinois in May with 
an undergraduate degree in 
exercise science. He has sent 
out applications for graduate 
schools in the fall where he 
hopes to become a physical 
therapist. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Hunter Morris played first 
base at EIU the past two 
seasons.

France wins Women’s 
World Cup opener 4-0

PARIS (AP) — From the 
Eiffel Tower to the Champs-
Élysées and across the Paris 
Metro, the Women’s World 
Cup has had little visibility in 
the French capital.

The hosts at least made 
their presence felt on the 
field on Friday night in front 
of French President Emman-
uel Macron. FIFA’s month-
long women’s soccer show-
piece opened with France 
beating South Korea 4-0 in 
front of 45,261 fans at Paris 
Saint-Germain’s stadium.

“We knew that it was going to 
be a very emotional evening but 
I think we managed it well,” said 
Wendie Renard, who scored 
twice on headers off corner 
kicks. “When you have more 
than 45,000 people singing the 
French national anthem, obvi-
ously it drives you forward, but 
we really made the most of the 
crowd’s support.”

The use of the city’s sec-
ond-largest stadium — rath-
er than the Stade de France 
where French men opened 
and ended the European 
Championship three years 
ago — underscores the on-

going quest for greater gender 
equality.

The 24-team tournament 
started against the backdrop 
of a widening prize money 
gap between the men’s and 
women’s World Cup. The 
prize money pot has doubled 
from four years ago to $30 
million, but the total available 
for the 32 men’s teams last 
year in Russia was $400 mil-
lion — and that is increasing 
by $40 million for Qatar in 
2022.

“Is it enough? No,” FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino 
said Friday. “Can we do bet-
ter? Yes. But it’s a step.”

A step not far enough, 
according to many players 
competing for the trophy in 
France — particularly the 
defending champions from 
the United States. The U.S. 
players, who open their title 
defense against Thailand on 
Tuesday, have filed a lawsuit 
at home that accuses the U.S. 
Soccer federation of discrim-
ination and seeks compen-
sation that’s equitable with 
compensation for the men’s 
national team.
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SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.
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Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan.  
This is real dental insurance from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 

cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want –  

  including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers subject to 
change. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider kinds B438/B439
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Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Call now  
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FREE  
Information Kit

AW19-1032

1-888-986-3194
dental50plus.com/prairie

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
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Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

Cubs take down Cardinals 3-1
BY MATT CARLSON
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — Cole 
Hamels threw eight innings 
of three-hit shutout ball, 
Javier Báez hit a two-run ho-
mer and the Chicago Cubs 
topped the St. Louis Cardi-
nals 3-1 on Friday.

The Cubs have won four 
of five since being swept in a 
three-game series at St. Louis 
last weekend. 

The Cardinals opened a 
season-high 10 game road 
trip that will take them Mi-
ami and then to New York to 
face the Mets.

Before starting up at Wrig-
ley Field, the Cubs finalized 
a three-year contract with 
Craig Kimbrel that guaran-
tees the closer $43 million.

Hamels (5-2) was sharp 
again, striking out a sea-
son-high 10 and walking 
one after a hard-luck loss 
last Sunday at St. Louis 
when he allowed two hits 
and one unearned run in 
seven innings. Harrison 
Bader, who doubled in the 
second, was the only Cardi-
nal to reach second base off 
the left-hander.

Hamels struck out the side 
in the eighth to finish strong.  

Pedro Strop gave  up a home 
run in the ninth to Paul De-
Jong before finishing for his 
sixth save in eight chances.

Báez’s 16th homer was his 
third in five games. Victor Ca-
ratini had two hits, including 
an RBI double.

Cardinals starter Miles Mi-
kolas (4-6) exited after four 
innings with a bruised right 
forearm. He was struck by 
David Bote’s hard comeback-
er, knocked the ball down 
and tossed to first for the fi-
nal out in the bottom of the 
fourth.

Giovanny Gallegos entered 

and pitched two scoreless in-
nings as three Cardinals re-
lievers shut out the Cubs the 
rest of the way.

Baez went deep to right 
center on an 0-2 pitch with 
two outs in the first for a 2-0 
lead.

With two outs in the 
fourth, Jason Heyward and 
Caratini lined back-to-back 
doubles to make it 3-0.

The 31-year-old Kimbrel 
helped Boston win the World 
Series, then turned down a 
$17.9 million qualifying offer 
from the Red Sox in Novem-
ber.

Kimbrel was optioned to 
Triple-A Iowa and will re-
port to the Cubs training fa-
cility in Mesa, Arizona. The 
right-hander had been train-
ing in Florida as he awaited 
a deal.

Cubs president of base-
ball operations Theo Epstein 
didn’t set an exact timetable 
for Kimbrel’s return to the 
majors.

LONDON TOWN
Major League Baseball 

confirmed a two-game series 
in London between the Cubs 
and Cardinals at West Ham’s 

Olympic Stadium on June 
13-14, 2020.

WACHA SET TO RETURN
Struggling RHP Michael 

Wacha (3-2, 6.30 ERA) is 
the tentative starter when the 
Cardinals open a three-game 
series Monday in Miami. 

Wacha come out of the 
bullpen for his last two ap-
pearances after giving up six 
earned runs in 4 2/3 innings 
in a start against Kansas City 
on May 22.

TRAINER’S ROOM
Cardinals: C Yadier Molina 

(right thumb tendon strain) 
is eligible to come off the 10-
day injured list Saturday, but 
manager Mike Shildt said the 

nine-time All Star won’t re-
join the club until later in the 
Cardinals road swing. “We 
can’t push it,” Shildt said. 
“There’s a tear, it has to heal, 
for grip strength and long-
term.”

UP NEXT
Cardinals RHP Jack Fla-

herty (4-3, 3.76) faces Cubs 
LHP Jon Lester (4-4, 3.32) 
tonight. 

Lester rebounded from a 
three-game personal slump 
with a solid seven-inning win 
over the Angels last Monday 
when he allowed a run on 
four hits. 

Flaherty beat the Cubs in a 
five-inning outing in St. Louis 
last weekend.

St. Louis opening up 
a 10-game road trip

Special to The Prairie Press

Chicago Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo tags out Cardinal outfielder Dexter Fowler in a pick off 
play in Friday’s 3-1 win over St. Louis at Wrigley Field.

Special to The Prairie Press

Javier Baez goes long in the bottom of the first inning in the 
series opener for the Chicago Cubs-St. Louis Cardinals. The 
Cardinals opened a long 10-game road trip with the series.

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

Kimbrel: ‘I’m happy where I am’
CHICAGO (AP) — After 

missing more than one-third 
of a season while waiting for 
the right offer, Craig Kimbrel 
found a home with the Chica-
go Cubs.

“Am I disappointed at 
where I am?  No. not all at all. 
I’m very happy where I am,” 
Kimbrel said Friday after the 
Cubs finalized a three-year 
contract that guarantees the 
closer $43 million.

Kimbrel helped Boston 
win the World Series, then 
turned down a $17.9 million 
qualifying offer from the Red 
Sox in November and waited.

And waited.
“I don’t think waiting 

around trying to find out who 
I’m going work for the next 
year has really been the hard-
est thing I’ve been through,” 
he said. “If anything, there’s 
blessings as well. Good to be 
home, spend time with fami-
ly.”

Spring training came and 
went. And still the 31-year-
old right-hander did not get 
an offer he liked.

“We kind of understood 

kind of how the lay of the land 
was going throughout the 
offseason, the offers we were 
getting, the offers we were 
not getting,” Kimbrel said. “I 
obviously had a lot of players 
reaching out, asking, ‘Hey 
what’s going on?’ I kind of had 
to stay in my shell a little bit 
and let this thing ride out.”

Kimbrel gets $10 million 
this year — a prorated share 
of his $16,173,913 listed sala-
ry — and $16 million in each 
of the following two seasons.

Chicago has a $16 mil-
lion option for 2022 with a 
$1 million buyout, and the 
buyout price would increase 
by $1 million each for 53 or 
more games finished in 2020 
and 2021. The option would 
become guaranteed if he has 
at least 110 games finished in 
2021-22 combined, including 
a minimum 55 in 2021, and 
he does not have a non-tem-
porary injury.

He has a full no-trade pro-
vision this year, and a limited 
no-trade provision for 2020 
in which he must by this Oct. 
31 designate eight teams he 

can’t be deal to without his 
consent.

Signing Kimbrel before this 
week’s amateur draft started 
would have cost his new team 
at least one amateur draft pick 
and possibly international 
signing bonus allocation.

“I’m glad I made it through 
this process, which was tough, 
and hopefully we can get this 
worked out between the play-
ers and the owners and move 
forward,” Kimbrel said.

He would not go into his 
reasoning for turning down 
the qualifying offer.

“I don’t want to dig too 
deep into that,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of aspects on 
both sides. There’s a time and 
a place to talk about those and 
discuss those.”

Kimbrel was optioned to 
Triple-A Iowa and will report 
to the Cubs training facility in 
Mesa, Arizona.

“We’re not going to rush 
it,” Cubs president of baseball 
operations Theo Epstein said 
“It’s going to be tempting to 
get him here as soon as pos-
sible, but we’re trying to plan 

this thing the right way so that 
he can be in a position to suc-
ceed not just immediately but 
all the way through October.”

Kimbrel was 5-1 with a 
2.74 ERA and 42 saves last 
year, although he struggled in 
the playoffs, compiling a 5.91 
ERA in 10 2/3 innings.

“One thing that’s import-
ant to me is being able to play 
in front of a fanbase that’s 
passionate about this game,” 
Kimbrel said. “I did get to ex-
perience that in Boston and 
it would be hard to leave that 
kind of passion every night, 
especially with the role I’m in. 
I’m a very adrenaline-based 
player and knowing that each 
and every night the seats were 
going to be full definitely 
played a role in the decision.”

Kimbrel has 333 saves and 
a 1.91 ERA over nine seasons 
with Atlanta, San Diego and 
Boston, averaging 14.7 strike-
outs per nine innings.

Epstein said he stayed in 
touch with Kimbrel’s agent 
David Meter during the off-
season. Talks intensified this 
week.
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Brocton Spring Festival is a hit

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
The Bange family of Brocton has a good time driving their ’69 
VW Beetle around town during the Brocton Springfest.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Brocton Springfest Car Show had some great vehicles participate and organizers were thrilled with the response. The size of 
the show nearly doubled from 2018.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Clowns from the Edgar County Shrine Club entertain those watching the Brocton Springfest 
Parade while also promoting the Shrine Barbecue today at the Edgar County Fairgrounds.,

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Cub Scout Pack from Kansas provides the color guard for the June 1 Brocton Springfest 
Parade.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Edgar County Health Department promotes the depart-
ment’s dental clinic and other services at the Brocton Spring-
fest.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Participants in the Brocton Springfest Kiddy Pedal Pull faced 
a special challenge. The new pedal tractor was improperly 
adjusted and pulled to the right making it impossible to steer 
straight. Jasper Luth competes in the 5-year-old bracket.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jude Cunningham leads a miniature horse from Step N High 
Miniatures of Paris through a jumping competition at the Broc-
ton Springfest Horse Show.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Keisha Budd zips down the course for a full-pull in the pedal 
tractor pull at the Brocton Springfest. In addition to the pedal 
pull for the smaller children, event organizers had a pedal trac-
tor suitable for older youths and adults.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Kolton Key prepares to throw a piece of candy from one of the 
Brocton Fire Trucks during the Brocton Springfest Parade June 
8.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Miss Edgar County Fair Kierstyn Allen, left, and Little Miss Edgar 
County Lanie Sallee, right, pause during the Brocton Springfest 
parade for the playing of the national anthem.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Nope. Not happening. Rhonda George, a handler for Bayless 
Belgians and Miniatures at Gibson City showed a horse that 
abruptly put the brakes on and refused to make the hurdle in a 
jumping event at the Brocton Springfest Horse Show.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Brocton Springfest royalty for 2019 are left to right Little Mr. 
Springfest Keith Thompson, Junior Miss Springfest Lillie Brown 
and Little Miss Springfest Leah Wood.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Marty Bowen of Cartersville drives a team of haflingers in the Brocton Springfest Horse Show.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Tom DeWitt, of Newman, favors a standing position while driving 
his John Deere 620 in the Brocton Springfest Parade.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A unicorn hitch of three horses is one of the driving events at the Brocton Springfest Horse 
Show. This team of haflingers is from Mangels Farm, Oak Ridge, Mo.
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Every summer at Twin Lakes 
Park, those spending a Saturday af-
ternoon at the splash park, on the 
mini golf course or with a picnic in 
the shade may be lucky enough to 
catch the one Saturday that Stone 
Soup Shakespeare is in town. 

They’re easy to spot, with their 
flamboyant costumes and a circle of 
fans in lawn chairs or on blankets in 
the grass around them. Stone Soup 
can also be depended on to incor-
porate some type of music into the 
shows each year, so the sound of a 
guitar or tambourine is also a good 
clue the group is performing.

Stone Soup is a group of dedi-
cated storytellers who bring Shake-
speare to the backyards of audiences 
throughout the Midwest. Since the 
group performs in parks and yards 
without an admission fee, they are 
accessible to everyone, and draw an 
appreciative crowd. 

Julia Stemper, one of the found-
ing members of Stone Soup, said the 
core belief of the group is everybody 
deserves to hear these stories regard-
less of geography or financial ability. 

“We think that they should be told 
over and over again,” said Stemper.

On this summer’s tour, the group 
of six actors play all the roles of 
“Twelfth Night,” a comedy involving 
mistaken identities, love triangles, 
pranks and, in this version, dance 
battles. 

Stone Soup always throws a twist 
into their stories, and this year they 
paired “Twelfth Night” with some 
inspiration from musician David 
Bowie. The retelling did not disap-
point, as no joke was left untold and 
love, as it usually does, triumphed in 
the end.

Stone Soup Shakespeare ap-
proaches the timeless tales of Wil-
liam Shakespeare as if they are brand 
new, and it always results in unex-
pected twists and lots of laughs. The 
group plays the stories out in such a 
way that even if their audience mem-
bers get a little confused or lost try-
ing to follow the plot, they still enjoy 
it, and probably learn something 
new. 

The performers are interactive 
with the audience members, draw-
ing people into the story and help-

ing them connect to it personally. 
Besides that, they always include a 
brief summary of the story in their 
program, so it’s easy to follow along. 
Lifelong Shakespeare enthusiasts 
and newcomers alike get something 
special from the local Shakespeare in 
the Park performance.

Stone Soup’s audience in Paris is 
not particularly large, but it is com-
mitted and genuine. Most of the 
Paris audience members have been 
to all of the past performances, and 
if they missed one they can usually 
tell exactly which one it was and how 
disappointed they were. 

It is interesting to hear which sto-
ries have had the greatest impact for 
audience members over the years, 
and why. For some, it may have been 
the magic and mischief of “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” for others 
it was the dramatic unfolding of 
“Julius Caesar” and for still others it 
may be last summer’s take on “The 
Taming of the Shrew.” 

If one walks into a school 
on a typical day and enters the 
main office, the first people 

encountered 
are likely 
one or two 
pleasantly 
dressed 
secretaries. 
Nearly 
always these 
ladies will 
welcome a 
visitor with 
courtesy 

and a friendly smile, though 
occasionally they’ll stall 
because they’re engaged with a 
phone conversation.  

They work with deft fingers 
on computer keyboards or 
jot information with pens or 
pencils on notepads. Often 
they are seen manipulating 
file cabinets for stored data. 
People don’t offend by inter-
rupting. That’s part of their job. 
On certain days, phone calls 
drive them batty. Multiply the 
phone calls by 10 in snowy 
weather. They deal with it.

Perhaps visitors don’t 
realize these gals literally run 
the school’s operations. They 
make things flow, and on 
all but rare occasions, flow 
smoothly. Principals might 
disagree with me, and they 
should in order to justify 
their high salaries. They claim 
supreme importance as coor-
dinators and authorities. My 
response is always the same.

If a teacher calls in sick, a 
sub-teacher is called (by a sec-
retary, usually). The teacher is 
hardly missed. School carries 
on. If the principal stays home 
sick, likewise school carries 
on as normal, sometimes even 
better. But if a secretary is sick, 
mass confusion results. No-
body can find anything. Teach-
ers are crabby, the principal is 
unsociable and students are 
difficult to control. School is a 
genuine mess.

Secretaries are credited with 
routine daily matters, such as 
recording student attendance, 
answering endless phone 
calls, ordering materials – stuff 
like that y’know. Few people 
understand their headaches 
and stress.

Take Shirley, for instance. 
Like all secretaries, she dealt 
every week with students 
needing band-aid attention. 
She also had a list of students 
with serious concerns. One 
had only minutes to live if 
stung by a bee. For that, she 
kept a syringe and medicine to 
inject instantly.  

Another little guy in the 
seventh grade had asthma 
problems. He walked into the 
office one day complaining of 
shortness of breath. Shirley 
called his mother, who soon 
arrived and headed home with 
her son. He died in the car 
about three miles from school. 
Shirley was thankful the 
responsibility wasn’t placed 
on her.

Praise for 
school 
secretaries 

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

According to the latest re-
search, eating even a moderate 
amount of meat will kill you. 

I recom-
mend you 
put down 
that steak 
knife, write a 
will, contact 
your local 
undertaker, 
order a 
tombstone 
and pick a 
preacher. 

Not only 
is beef bad for you, but re-
searchers also concluded that 
fish, pork, mutton, oysters, 
lobster and clams will also 
hasten your demise. It makes 
one wonder what might have 
happened to the Israelites 
if Moses had eaten a pork 
sandwich.

I am not only skeptical of re-
searchers, but believe many of 
them draw conclusions based 
on their biases. That much is 
evident from the fact that one 
day something is bad for you, 
the next it is good.

Many of the findings of 
these short-term studies are as 
full of holes as Swiss cheese. 
We were once told whole milk, 
cheese and eggs were bad. 
Now, we are told they are good.

Over a period of 76 years, 
my gullet has watched hun-
dreds of thousands of cups of 
coffee pass through. During 
my 40 years at a fake newspa-
per, writing fake news stories, 
the rule of the day mandated 
coffee so strong it could kill a 
fake Tyrannosaurus Rex.

A decade or so ago, research-
ers declared that coffee was bad 
for you. (A note: You will find 
I use a lot of words like “bad” 
and “nasty,” just like that “Make 
America Great Again” guy).

Thousands of coffee drink-
ers, distressed by the news 
jumped off bridges, skyscrap-
ers, cliffs and garage roofs. 
Terrified of heights, I jumped 
off a footstool.

Years of darkness ensued in 
which I trembled as I pressed 
each cup of coffee to my lips. 
The depression lifted when 
researchers suddenly declared 
coffee to be healthy and full of 
antioxidants.

To celebrate, I drank a 
Guinness. Well, maybe, not 
just one, but close enough 
to the number to spare me 
an invitation to an Alcoholic 
Anonymous meeting. The 
next morning, my tooth still 
throbbing, I picked up my 
daily fake newspaper, only to 
be stunned by a headline.

The editor, who belonged to 
the Women’s Christian Tem-
perance Union, loved Trump 
adjectives. “A Glass of Wine 
or Beer might be Nasty (or 
something to that effect).”

The idea that a single glass 
of wine or beer could kill me 
held little terror, however. 
Over the years, I have con-
sumed enough alcohol to fill 
the Grand Canyon. In recent 
years, my indulgence has 
declined (the blonde, you 

Healthy 
indulgence

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press 

The Barren Rascals provide a music break in Stone Soup Shakespeare’s retelling of “Twelfth Night,” with creative nods to 
David Bowie.

See CODGER, Page 2B

Why do we sleep? Every 
animal has some state that 
looks like sleep. If they don’t 
go through sleep stages regu-
larly, it severely disrupts bodi-
ly functions. Sleep rhythms 
and chemistry are still an 
active area of investigation.

Sleep is needed to clean 
up the brain synapsis and 
the body’s cells, but not all 
animals can completely shut 
down. For examples, dolphins 
face the risk of drowning if 
their body goes fully to sleep. 
The same is true for all sea 
mammals. 

The brain exists in two 
hemispheres labeled left and 
right. The right hemisphere of 
the brain controls the muscles 
and actions of the left side of 
the body and vice-versa with 
the left hemisphere. That is 
why a stroke victim is often 
only paralyzed on one side. 

Since each brain hemi-
sphere controls a total side 
of the body a dolphin only 
sleeps on half the brain at a 
time, leaving the other half to 
still conscientiously control 

breathing and protection 
from predators.

An iguana sleeps with one 
eye open and so do some 
ducks. They sleep in a line 
with the interior ducks able 
to fully sleep but the end 
ducks shut down only one 
half the brain. Ducks on the 
ends mirror each other so 
they can monitor both ends 
for danger. Later in the night 
they reverse and rotate.

It is the primates such as us 
who are different. Primates 
cannot do split-brain sleep.

Sleep deprivation is a big 
public safety hazard. The Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration estimates it 
causes 100,000 auto crashes 
and 1,500 deaths a year. Com-
mercial truck drivers must 
undergo a sleep study, and if 
they fail, they can lose their 
license until they can show 
normal sleep patterns with 
treatment. 

Lack of sleep impairs atten-
tion, concentration, reasoning 
and problem solving. Sleep 
deprivation also leads to 

obesity. Sleeping for less than 
six hours causes the body to 
release cortisol, a stress hor-

mone, from 
the adrenal 
glands. Ex-
treme sleep 
deprivation 
leaves the 
sufferer psy-
chotic and 

behaving like 
a tweaking 
meth addict. 

Sleep 
is needed to clean out the 
body’s cells and to organize 
information in the brain. It 
is believed protein folding of 
long chain molecules happens 
during sleep. Lacking sleep, 
the proteins do not cleanly 
fold thus leaving uneven and 
clumpy molecules, which do 
not flow. The buildup in cells 
causes health issues and pre-
vents a clean running body.  

Sleep is a critical part of 
learning. During sleep, deep 
delta waves wash across the 
brain from back to front. Each 
pass filtering out more of the 

day’s noise leaving the stron-
gest new connections. 

A musician practicing a 
piano piece may not master 
the fingering even after hours 
but during sleep the brain can 
filter out those strong new 
signals above the daily ran-
dom noise and then the brain 
can free-associate to master 
the mechanics. The next day 
they may play the selection far 
superior to the night before.

A famous experiment 
inserted electrodes into the 
brains of rats and using com-
puters converted brain waves 
to sounds. By the sound, it was 
possible to distinguish when 
the rat was running, walking, 
turning right or left. Investi-
gators let the rats practice on 
two different mazes and later 
when the sleeping rats started 
dreaming, they synthesized 
the solutions to both mazes 
as a combined puzzle. They 
solved a problem they had not 
yet seen in real life. 

There is a famous story of 
a German chemist trying to 
solve the shape of the ben-

zene molecule. He struggled 
for days and then one night 
had a dream of a snake eating 
its tail. He awoke with the 
solution of a hexagon ben-
zene ring. 

We sleep in four stages. 
Stage I is where we transition 
from wake to sleep and are 
still aware of our surround-
ings. In Stage II, the body 
temperature drops, the 
heart slows and brain waves 
strengthen and master learn-
ing. In Stage III, the muscles 
relax, blood pressure drops 
and the body recharges as 
cells clean themselves. 

The last state is Stage IV, 
or REM, and is the mystical, 
magic state where we solve 
problems. In REM, the brain 
is active but the body shuts 
down. Heart and breathing 
pick up, but the voluntary 
muscles are immobilized. 

This is when dreams occur 
and the brain free-associates 
to find solutions to our prob-
lems. Some readers may have 
experienced being chased 
by a bull, or other danger, in 

a dream and try to wake up 
but the body will not move. 
It can’t because the muscles 
are frozen to let the brain run 
away. 

During the night we cycle 
through the sleep stages 
in 90-minute patterns of 
1-2-3-2-REM-2-3-2-REM. 
Most of the REM dream 
sleep is done in the morning. 
Missing any of the stages 
creates mental and physical 
problems.

The world of sleep has 
always had a mystical air. 
Shrouded in mystery there is 
much we have yet to under-
stand, but the scientist who 
unlocks the next break-
through may find the solution 
in a dream with one eye open. 
Enter the Sandman.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

Neurology reveals sleep is more mysterious than it seems

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

Stone Soup Shakespeare

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

Feste, a member of the Barren 
Rascals in “Twelfth Night,” is in the 
middle of hamming it up at the June 1 
Shakespeare in the Park performance 
at Twin Lakes Park.

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

The Barren Rascals hide as they watch a prank play out on the somewhat up-
tight steward Malvolio.

See STONE SOUP, Page 2B
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Jeanie says, “Some parents 
look upon school as purely a 
baby-sitting service. If the kid 
comes home unhappy, Mom 
or Dad storms to the school 
angrier than a Tasmanian 
Devil. Schools shouldn’t have 
rules, y’know. Who’s the first 
person they see when walking 
in the door? Why, the secre-
tary, of course. The secretary is 
like a dog on the porch – gets 
kicked on the way in and again 
on the way out. Boy, do the 
parents unload the vilest of 
cuss words. The secretaries are 
expected to remain calm and 
maintain courtesy. I had one 
fella cuss me one time, then 
added as he looked me in the 
eye, ‘Don’t think I’m afraid to 
hit a woman.’  That goes with 
the job, I reckon.”

Dottie told me she always 
kept a can of aerosol deodor-
ant in the bottom right desk 
drawer. “We had this one fam-
ily – that took turns showing 
up at the office lashing us with 
a good cussing – probably 
once every week or two. I 
don’t believe they had running 
water in their home. They 
stunk like skunks in a garbage 
dump – made me wanta puke. 
It took half an hour for the de-
odorant, plus an open window, 

for the aroma to disappear.”
Dorothy added a problem 

familiar to many secretaries.  
“About every other spring 
some numbskull would 
call in a bomb threat. It was 
usually an absent student or 
a dropout. I wanted to simply 
hang up and ignore it, but the 
principal was always eager to 
employ his/her emergency 
plan that had been worked on 
for months. We had police-
men and firemen combing 
through every locker while the 
students stood outside. We 
usually nailed the culprit next 
day because a push of a button 
flashed the phone ID.”

Fern, as congenial as any 
secretary, asked a kindergarten 
kid if she could assist him. His 
response was to kick her on 
a shin and call her a name in 
the expletive category.  She 
wanted to decorate his mouth, 
but knew better. Fern smiles 
today, some 30 years later, 
when thinking of him because 
he’s assembling license plates 
in a Texas prison.

Like all jobs, the school 
secretary’s position has its 
benefits and privileges, but it’s 
not all fun and games.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

MILESTONES

Rigdons celebrate 50th 
wedding anniversary

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The 50th wedding anni-
versary of Gene and Rosalee 
Rigdon is June 15.

Gene and Rosalee “Rose” 
Smith Rigdon were united 
in marriage June 15, 1969, 
by the late Rev. Roy Warner 
at First Assembly of God 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, 
engagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prai-
riepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 
61944. 

Church, Paris.
Mrs. Rigdon is the 

daughter of the late Harold 
and Helen Smith of Ridge 
Farm. His parents are Pa-
tricia Rigdon and the late 
Leroy Rigdon of Paris.

The couple left Paris in 
1974 and returned in 1988 
to start Edgar County Auto 
Glass, which they continue 
to own and operate.

They are the parents of 
Deanna Mason; grandpar-
ents of Austin Mason and 
Sydney Mason; and the 
great-grandparents of Cor-
rina Mason of Casey. 

A trip to Tunica, Miss., is 
planned for later in the fall. 

Cards are appreciated 
and may be sent to 103 Al-
lenwood Drive, Paris, Ill., 
61944.

CHRISMAN – The chil-
dren of Virgil and Joan Bra-
zelton hosted a 72nd wedding 
anniversary for the couple at 
Pleasant Meadows Senior Liv-
ing. 

Virgil William Brazelton 
and Joan Louise Crum were 
married June 1, 1947, at Broc-
ton. They are now residents of 
Georgetown.

The couple has three chil-
dren: Rosemary Northrup of 
Chrisman, Dan (Jane) Bra-
zelton of West Milton, Ohio, 
and Ivan (Jane) Brazelton of 

Brazeltons toast 72  
years of married life

Chrisman. They have six 
grandchildren living in Illi-
nois, Minnesota and Ohio 
and four great-grandhildren. 

Shiloh announces high school, junior high awards
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – The Shiloh 
School District has released 
the junior high and senior 
high school awards and hon-
ors. 

Josie Armstrong: seventh 
grade English award; seventh 
grade science all A’s award; 
seventh grade math top of 
class

Levi Ash: seventh grade 
science all A’s award; perfect 
attendance

Brianna Bange: John Phil-
lip Sousa award; precalculus 
math perserverance

Emily Barrow: math mat-
ters top of the class

Sage Boothe: Spanish ka-
hoot and quizlet live cham-
pion

Mara Bosch: seventh grade 

science all A’s award
Lily Brown: academic ex-

cellence in literature
Isabella Carroll: excellence 

in grammar and testing; alge-
bra 2 top of the class

Josie Carroll: Spanish 1 
highest gpa

Kaitlyn Cary: precalculus 
top of the class

Madelyn Cary: Spanish 1 
highest gpa; algebra 1 top of 
the class

Brenden Cash: eighth 
grade math top of class; 
American Legion Good Citi-
zenship award

Shaylun Christenberry: 
academic accomplishment in 
literature

Lillie Cox: Spanish 3 high-
est gpa; Girl’s State award

Holden Crank: seventh 
grade science all A’s award; 

perfect attendance
Daviek Donithan: perfect 

attendance
Lela Duzan: sixth grade sci-

ence awesome attitude
Levi Eads: eighth grade 

English award; eighth grade 
math top of class

CJ Eakle: geometry top of 
class

Samantha Gerberding: 
choral award

Howard Hales: accounting 
award

Kenzie Hales: seventh 
grade English award; junior 
high historian award; seventh 
grade math top of class; sev-
enth grade IXL math award

Emily Hall: Spanish 2 high-
est gpa; geometry math per-
serverance

Andrew Houlihan: sixth 
grade English award; aca-
demic excellence in literature; 
sixth grade math top of class

Jack Houlihan: academic 
accomplishment in literature; 
sixth grade math top of class

Megan Houlihan: Spanish 
1 highest gpa

Tyler Hutchison: eighth 
grade science helping hand 
award

Kelsi Luth: eighth grade 
math top of class

Samantha McClain: sev-
enth grade science all A’s 
award

Michelle Michaels: excel-
lence in writing and grammar

Emily Milburn: seventh 
grade science all A’s award

Chance Mullenix: sixth 
grade super scientist award; 
sixth grade math top of class

Gwen Morris: excellence 
in reading comprehension; 
algebra 2 math perserverance; 
Girl’s State award

Charlie North: sixth grade 
science helping hand award; 
academic accomplishment in 
literature; attitude award in 
literature

Grant North: academic 
excellence in literature; sixth 
grade math top of class; sixth 
grade IXL math award

Lillian North: perfect at-
tendance; academic accom-
plishment in literature; sixth 
grade math top of class

Garrett Pollack: academic 
accomplishment in literature

Lydia Richardson: sixth 
grade English award; junior 
high historian award; sixth 
grade science awesome atti-
tude; academic excellence in 
literature: attitude award in 
literature; sixth grade math 
top of class

Megan Sanders: math mat-
ters perserverance

Jacob Smith: eighth grade 
P.E. award

Briton Tischer: eighth 
grade super scientist award; 
perfect attendance; eighth 
grade math top of class

Payton Vezina: seventh 
grade science all A’s award

Ashley Wheeler: algebra 1 
math perseverance

Candace Wheeler: aca-
demic accomplishment in 
literature

Katie Williams: Spanish 3 
highest gpa

Kaylin Williams: eighth 
grade health award; eighth 
grade English award; junior 
high historian award; eighth 
grade science awesome atti-
tude; eighth grade math top 
of class; eighth grade IXL 
math award; DAR award; 
American Legion Good Citi-
zenship award

When you can’t put your best foot (or feet) forward, 

the rest of your life suffers. Podiatry services at Horizon 

Health include the treatment of conditions such as ankle 

and foot fractures, bunions, hammer toe, complications 

due to diabetes, heel spurs, and more. Gain more 

freedom with the podiatry team at Horizon Health.

Podiatry Services at Horizon Health

Call 217-465-8438 to make an appointment or visit MyHorizonHealth.org to learn more. 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE FREEDOM (LESS DISCOMFORT)

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 06/12 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 06/14:
Ham & scalloped 
potato casserole,
green beans or 
garden salad

 & roll

Thur 06/13:
Sloppy Joe 
sandwich,

baked parmesan 
potato bites, pasta 
or garden salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

New
Furniture 
Arrivals 
Daily!

Spring Fever Sale

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Footlong  $2.00
Chicken Salad, Chips & Drink  $5.50

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Cotton Candy

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 
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Whatever tale it is people 
connect to, they can remember 
it in vivid detail years later, and 
retell it to anyone willing to lis-
ten. That’s the power of Stone 
Soup’s storytelling. 

Perhaps one of the best parts 
of Shakespeare in the Park is 
the deep-rooted sense of com-
munity that has been cultivated 
over the eight years of live per-
formances in Twin Lake Park. 
All walks of life show up to see 

Shakespeare. Families with 
young children find whole-
some entertainment in the 
shows. Adults with collections 
of their own life stories relate 
to the stories Shakespeare was 
telling so many years ago.  

Shakespeare in the Park is 
about stories and about rela-
tionships, some of the most 
powerful forces in the world. 
There is such authenticity in 
everything and everyone in-
volved. 

Members of the troupe are 
excited to perform “Hamlet” 
next year for the group’s 10th 
season on the road. Those au-
diences who have already had 
the pleasure of seeing “Twelfth 
Night” this year are looking 
forward to seeing them again 
next year.  

know).
At this point, having put 

in an application to join the 
Hell’s Angels, I have no fear of 
being done in by a Guinness, 
let alone, a glass of blackberry 
Mogen David wine, washed 
down by a big glass of warm 
whole milk.

Researchers like to scare us; 
I think they are born with the 
gene. Why worry about trifles, 
I wonder, when we should 
be scared of the big things: 
nuclear war, for example.

Eventually, I expect 
researchers to issue a paper 
declaring that nuclear weapons 
are bad and nasty and, boom, 
they could – and probably, will 
– exterminate the human race.

While that hangs over our 
heads, why fret over food and 
drink?

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
now writes columns for the fun 
of it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email him 
at reynoldsharry1943@gmail.
com)

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free
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BROCTON – Every guy 
has a dream car, and Chad 
Rigdon, of Paris, is one of the 
fortunate few to have realized 
that dream.   

“I’ve always wanted a Fire-
hawk because they are so hard 
to find,” said Rigdon, standing 
beside his 2002 Firehawk at 
the Brocton Springfest Car 
Show. 

The rarity of Firehawks is 
tied to the limited production 
of the high-performance mus-
cle cars created from the more 
familiar Pontiac Firebird/
Trans Am models. Firehawks 
were in production between 
1991 and 2002 and during 
some years in that time span 
none of the cars were made. 

Rigdon said his 2002, the 
final model year, had a total 
production of 1,500 and his 
serial number shows his car 
was built about one-third of 
the way through the produc-

tion year. By contrast, almost 
10,000 base-model Firebirds 
were built in 2002.

None of the Firehawks were 
built with anticipation of sell-
ing from a dealer showroom. 
Each one was a special order.

“When you bought new, 
you had to buy the Firehawk 
package,” said Rigdon.

After the order was placed, 
the completed car came off an 
assembly line at GM of Cana-
da and was shipped to Street 
Legal Performance (SLP), 
Toms River, N.J., where expert 
technicians modified the en-
gine to create more horsepow-
er, performance and speed 
and changed out the hood to 
create a distinctive front. 

Rigdon explained the dis-
tinctive hood shape served 
more than a cosmetic purpose. 
It was a ram jet design that 
forced air into the engine com-
partment and out through two 
ports on top of the hood. The 
ports served as heat extractors 

to keep air moving over the 
motor. 

A custom paint job was an-
other possibility if that is what 
the original customer wanted. 
At 17 inches, the wheels on 
the Firehawk were both taller 
and wider than the standard 
16-inch models used on the 
Firebird and Trans-Ams.

Little was done to the inte-
rior cabin, which was already 
a high-end, leather upholstery 
factory trim package of the 
special order. A Firehawk logo 
was applied to the center con-
sole where the six-speed Hurst 
shifter was located.

“I’m not sure what all SLP 
did to the motor to soup it up,” 
said Rigdon. 

The people who placed the 
original orders for Firehawk 
packages had to be more than 
devoted performance car 
aficionados, they also need-
ed deep pockets. Work per-
formed by SLP easily added 
another $10,000, or more, to 

the cost of the vehicle.
Rigdon comes by his love 

for cars naturally. His grandfa-
ther, Harold Rigdon Sr., had a 

dealership in Paris. 
“He’s the one that got us all 

started on cars,” Rigdon said 

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Streets, roads and highways are gen-
erally something taken for granted as we 
ride our bikes or drive our cars, however, 
looking a little deeper there is so much 
more to them than the naked eye sees. 

For as long as humans have traveled 
there have been pathways and routes 
taken in order to get from point A to 
point B. It was common to assign names 
to these routes and over time some of 
those first names have given way to new 
names.

Frontier settlement followed this pat-
tern as towns were planned and streets 
named. Here in Paris contemporary 
residents may not always know the 
meaning behind some of the city street 
names. 

The streets named after presidents 
seem self-explanatory. The south end 
of town has several streets bunched to-
gether making up the presidential sec-
tion of the roads in town. Jefferson runs 
north and south. Bisecting it are streets 
named after other famed presidents like 
Lincoln, Grant, Monroe and Adams to 
name a few.

It is interesting to note Washington 
and Madison streets are not in the south 
end of town with the concentration 
of other presidential names. Madison 
Street is most likely named after James 
Madison, but Washington Street has an-
other possibility. 

Washington Street, located one block 
south of Court Street, has an interesting 
tale of who it was named after. Two of 
the earliest settlers in Paris were Milton 
K. and Washington Alexander. 

Milton K. Alexander lived at the cor-
ner of Washington and Central streets 

and his home is still standing and used 
as the Link Gallery, formerly the Bicen-
tennial Art Center and Museum. Wash-
ington Alexander lived just a few blocks 
east of his brother on what is now Wash-
ington Street. 

Hickory Grove, a well-known locale 
in early Paris, was on east Washington 
Street and was the site of Abraham Lin-
coln’s final public speech in Paris. There 
is reason to believe the street was named 
for Washington Alexander, especially 
since there is a Milton Street named for 
Milton Alexander. Milton Street is lo-
cated off High Street.   

Another fascinating street name is 
Water Street. It runs between Wood 
and Court streets and continues off 
Blackburn, but there is no water in the 
vicinity. That was not always the case. 

Leander Munsell built the first steam 
powered grist mill in the county where 
the former post office building is locat-
ed. Being a steam mill, it needed water, 
which was supplied by a small lake near 
the site. After the lake was filled in and 
the road was made, it seemed fitting to 
name it  Water Street.

Some street names changed through 
time. One of the biggest changes came 
with the renaming of Main Street. 

Main Street was originally the road 

that ran north and south on the west 
side of the courthouse. The north and 
south road on the east side of the court-
house was originally named Market 
Street. As the town developed, city offi-
cials realized Market Street was actually 
the main thoroughfare through town 
and thus changed Market to Main, and 
the former Main Street became Central 
Street, as it was centrally located.

Another street that changed over 
time was originally known as William 
Street. It ran through town on the west 
side and connected with streets like 
Chestnut —- named after Dr. Chestnut  
—and Sutherland — named after well-
known Paris resident R. B. Sutherland. 

William being such a common 
name, there was some concern peo-
ple might forget who the street was 
named after. It was changed to Sheriff 
Street for long-time Paris resident Wil-
liam Sheriff.  

Many times changing a street name 
is a simple process, but occassionally 
things can get screwed up. One such 
mix-up did not involve an official 
change but a typographical error. 

Dr. John Tenbrook was one of the 
locals for whom a street was named. 
For many years, the city had it right. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — June 
6, 1944, was the beginning 
of what then Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower called the Great 
Crusade. In 2019, the United 
States and its Allies worldwide 
commemorate the 75th anni-
versary of the Allied Invasion 
at Normandy, France.

To commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Allied Inva-
sion, the Illinois State Military 
Museum, and guest curator 
Illinois Army National Guard 
Maj. Michael Hart of Spring-
field, opened the D-Day 75th 
Anniversary exhibit Thursday, 
June 6. The exhibit will run 
through Dec. 31.

Hart, commissioned with 
the Illinois Army National 
Guard in 2007 through the 
Reserve Officers Training 
Corps program at Western Il-
linois University, has been an 
avid military artifacts collector 
since the late 1990s — with 
most of the D-Day artifacts on 
display coming from his per-
sonal collection.

“We’ve been talking about 
doing a display for more than 
a year,” said Bill Lear, museum 
curator. “With 2019 being the 
75th anniversary of D-Day, we 
wanted to tell the story of hon-
or, service and sacrifice of the 
American Soldier.”

Included in the display are 
the same uniforms and equip-
ment soldiers carried through-
out the war, along with per-
sonal items, such as paper, 
candy and decks of playing 
cards. Most of the artifacts on 
display are from Hart’s person-
al collection, which he picked 
up at garage sales, online sales, 
shows and from other people 
selling parts of their own col-
lection.

Hart has been in the Illinois 
National Guard since 2007 
and serves in the Army Guard 
operations office at Joint Forc-
es Headquarters in Springfield, 
and military service runs deep 
in his family. Both of his grand-
fathers served in World War 
II — one as an Army machine 
gunner who served on Okina-
wa and the other who served 
in the Navy before changing 
to the Army, retiring as a lieu-
tenant colonel. 

“This collection gives me 
a personal connection to my 
grandfathers,” Hart said. “I 
hope these artifacts grabs 
someone’s curiosity, draws 
them in and sparks a personal 
interest in learning more about 
the service and sacrifice of ser-
vice members during D-Day 
and beyond.”

According to Hart, of those 
killed in action on June 6, 
1944, 23 were Illinoisans. Ac-
cording to the World War II 
casualty lists available through 
the National Archives, 22,000 
Illinoisans died during World 
War II.  

According to Adriana 
Schroeder, Illinois National 
Guard Command Historian, 
the Illinois National Guard 
has a rich history of service in 
World War II, dating back to 
just weeks before the Dec. 7, 
1941, bombing of Pearl Har-
bor. 

“It is important to tell these 
stories,” Lear said. “In our 
lifetime, the living memory 
of World War II will be gone. 
Putting together this exhibit 
for the 75th anniversary of 
D-Day was well thought out.”

Col. Venard Wilson, 106th 
Cavalry Commanding Officer, 
wrote a May 30, 1945, letter 
reviewing the 106th Cavalry 
Regiment’s accomplishments. 

Of course there are lots 
of different kinds of trouble. 
Some is 
good and 
some is 
bad, just 
kind of 
depends 
on the way 
you let it 
bother 
you. 

We 
have 
had a lot 
of mice this year and that 
could spell trouble because 
we don’t have four-legged 
mousers any more. We put 
stuff in the camper when 
we store it for the winter 
to keep the mice out. That 
seems to work for a month 
or two.

When I check the 
camper every month I 
seem blind in my effort to 
see mouse leavings. That 
causes me to feel about as 
lowly as a mouse because 
Rosie has better eyes than I 
do, and by the time we are 
ready to camp again those 
little creatures have done 
their job very nicely in more 
ways than one. I think what 
happens is I don’t keep the 
mouse bait in the barn up 
to snuff.

One day I found I had 
no four-wheel drive in my 
trusty 16-year old truck. 
That was trouble in itself, 
but when I got the parts to 
fix the linkage at the dealer-
ship, I failed to notice there 
were no bushings along 
with it. 

I went to a car parts store 
after I had called them and 
told them my problem. 
They said they had some-
thing that would probably 
work, but they had only 
one. So I told them to order 
another one. 

In the mean time, I tried 
to put that fool part on the 
truck, which is on the very 
bottom right next to the 
hot exhaust pipe. I even 
had a helper and I decided, 
by gum, we could put it 
together with washers and 
baling wire. 

We fooled around for 
about three-quarters of 
an hour, and I got mighty 

Trouble 
comes in 
all sizes

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See FIREHAWK, Page 4B

Springfield
hosts D-Day 
exhibit 

Firehawk is dream come true

Special to The Prairie Press

The two men in the middle of the picture are Washington Alexander, left, and Dr. John Tenbrook, right. Both gentleman were 
prominent citizens during the early years of Paris and are immortalized by having streets named after them.

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

Legacies left in street names

See MUSEUM, Page 4B

 Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

Chad Rigdon’s 2002 Pontiac Firehawk is not an everyday car. 
Rather, it is a limited production, one-of-a-kind model he had on 
display at the Brocton Springfest Car Show. He hopes one of his 
children will want to take ownership of the car someday. Left 
to right, Laela Rigdon, Ely Rigdon, Courtney Rigdon and Chad 
Rigdon.

See STREETS, Page 4B

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an indefinite 
period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and either call us or honk and we will come out to 

you. We are looking into video type of door bell to alert us of your presence.

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

FREE 
DELIVERY

A PAIR OF PARISIAN PATRIARCHS

Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press 

An old Paris street sign has the correct spelling for Tenbrook. Somehow during 
the replacement of signs the original spelling got changed to Ten Broeck.
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The unit shipped overseas 
with approximately 1,500 sol-
diers.

“We are rather small as a ma-
jor combat unit, but our Regi-
ment has carried its full share 
of the action from Normandy 
to Austria,” Wilson wrote. “We 
landed in Normandy on July 
2, 1944 and learned combat in 
the famous ‘hedge-rows’ fight-
ing there.”

Wilson wrote the unit, “cov-
ered the Third Army’s right 
flank — some 115 miles — 
when they paused for supplies” 

and led the 15th Corps from 
the vicinity of Neufchateau to 
Charmes.

“I feel pride in this regiment,” 
he said in the letter. “These ex-
ploits of ours were not without 
cost. You cannot whip the ene-
my unless you take your share 
of the losses. To our 1,500 
men, there have been 701 Pur-
ple Hearts issued, and 215 of 
those will never again go into 
combat. We owe a certain debt 
to these dead.”

Military service in the Pacif-
ic Theater saw the 33rd Tank 
Company, 33rd Infantry Divi-
sion, from Maywood, designat-
ed as Company B, 192nd Tank 

Battalion and activated for fed-
eral service Nov. 25, 1940.

The unit’s major accom-
plishments included liberat-
ing thousands of citizens in 
Northern Luzon and Baguio, 
New Guinea Battle Streamer, 
Luzon Battle Streamer, and 
three Medals of Honor - Pfc. 
Dexter J. Kerstetter, Company 
C, 130th Infantry, 33rd Di-
vision, near Galiano, Luzon, 
Philippine Islands April 13, 
1945; Sgt. (then Pvt.) John 
R. McKinney, Company A, 
123rd Infantry, 33rd Division, 
Tayabas Province, Philippine 
Islands May 11, 1945; and 
Staff Sgt. Howard E. Wood-

ford, Company I, 130th Infan-
try, 33rd Division, near Tabio, 
Luzon, Philippine Islands  
June 6, 1945. Woodford was 
awarded the Medal of Honor 
posthumously.

The exhibit is the center-
piece of the D-Day commem-
oration but the Illinois State 
Military Museum also has 
other World War II exhibits 
in place. The museum is open 
Tuesday through Saturday 
from 1 p.m.-4:30 p.m. and is 
at 1301 N. MacArthur Blvd, 
Springfield, Ill., 62702, two 
blocks north of the intersec-
tion of MacArthur Blvd. and 
North Grand Ave.

MUSEUM
FROM PAGE 3B

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win VIP tickets to see
THE ROLLING STONES

in Chicago plus $500! Register 
to win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Serving the Wabash Valley
For 20 years!

1002 S. 6th Street  • Marshall, IL

618-553-4328

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

A&R Service and Supply

Full service contractor, kitchen & bath 
remodels, electrical, plumbing, security 

cams, security systems, computers, Wi-Fi 
help upgrades, painting, fencing, floor 

leveling, basement waterproofing

           “Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”
PARIS, ILLINOIS

32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 
Sam Roberts

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. 
Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin for Grand Alaskan Cruise 
& Tour. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 8/31/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your 
Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII
FOUR-ISLAND 
TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. 
You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, Skagway, and Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully-escorted 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit Lahaina, enjoy 
a boat cruise on the Wailua River and 
Hawaiian entertainment and food at our 
Farewell Feast. Escorted throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island”

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$1,799*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

IT’S  
SATURDAY

TIME TO SIT  
& SAVOR

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

STANLEY
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uncomfortable laying on that 
old piece of cardboard with 
rocks poking my back. To make 
a long story longer I didn’t have 
enough room to twist the wire 
so I went the next day to get the 
other part from the store. 

We tried again and I drove 
my truck up on a ramp so we 
could maneuver more easily. 
We couldn’t get the job done, 
and I was convinced I didn’t 
have the right tools. I traveled 
to see my neighbor, who is a 
mighty good mechanic, and 
figured he knew what to do. 

When I pulled into his shed 
two mice jumped from the 
under carriage of my truck, 
and we had a fine time trying 
to do away with them. It didn’t 
work and they just hid back in 
the truck. It took longer to fool 
with those big fat mice that 
could move like blue streaks 
than it took my neighbor to 
look under the truck and try to 
put it together. 

More trouble, because when 
he came back up for air he said 
I had the wrong bushings. He 
did try to save the day because 
he thought he might have some 
that would work. We looked 
for about half an hour and we 
found everything except what 
we were looking for. 

STREETS
FROM PAGE 3B

FIREHAWK
FROM PAGE 3B

about his grandfather.
The quest to find a Fire-

hawk came to fruition ap-

proximately four years ago 
when Rigdon found one for 
sale in nearby Terre Haute, 
Ind. He initially had some res-
ervations because the custom 
paint job included what car 
enthusiasts call carbon flames 
or ghost flames, and he is not 
a big fan of flames on cars.

That opinion changed for 
this car.

“After I saw it, the flames 
were kind of eye candy that 
drew me in,” said Rigdon.

His research in the histo-

ry of Firehawks leads Rig-
don to believe his is the only 
Firehawk trimmed out with 
flames. 

“It makes this one of a kind,” 
he said.

He works to keep the Fire-
hawk in mint condition, but 
he is not a collector who treats 
cars as statuary. The car was 
driven from Paris to Brocton 
for the car show.

“Cars have to be driven,” 
said Rigdon, quickly adding, 
“But it’s not an everyday car.”

The long-term plan for the 
car is to keep enjoying it and 
perhaps passing it on to one 
of his two children. Young 
daughter Laela has called dibs 
on it.

Another option Rigdon 
said is the car will become a 
college fund for his children 
if they decide as young adults 
they don’t want it. That pos-
sibility is not as attractive to 
him.

“I hope it stays in the fami-
ly,” Rigdon said. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Here in the 1823 original layout of the Paris town square with 
Main street on the west side of the courthouse and what is Main 
Street today, originally named Market.

Unfortunately, when the city 
went from the black and white 
street signs to the green and 
white signs, Tenbrook some-
how became Ten Broeck.

The founders of a town are 

often immortalized by nam-
ing the city streets after them 
as prominent people in local 
history. Many street names are 
seemingly just names to most 
but with a little digging into the 
past one can learn just how im-
portant the name on the sign 
really was.

He suggested I might as 
well order those bushings 
from the truck dealership, so 
that’s what I did. I think he 
gave a little hint to make sure 
to bring him the parts that 
would actually work. I felt 
like a little mouse again as I 
drove home. 

I finally figured out the 
real trouble and laid it on 
the mice. Those little furry 
creatures took it out on those 
plastic bushings because I  
didn’t leave anything in the 
camper or truck they could 
eat. I’ll just blame it on the 
mice because I can’t figure 
any other way that I lost the 
connecting rod bushings 
unless the mice ate them. 

The good part of the 
story is I got to visit with my 
neighbor, who would do 
anything for me, and I got 
to meet a couple of parts 
people, who I had never seen 
before. 

There is another thing I 
learned, I might as well let 
the dealership mechanics do 
the work and pay the price 
because if my time is worth 
anything, it cost me in the 
long run. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 
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The leaders of Pathway Church on 
the outskirts of Wichita, Kan., had no 
clue that the $22,000 they already had 
on hand for Easter would have such im-
pact.

The nondenominational suburban 
congregation of about 3,800 had set out 
only to help people nearby pay off some 
medical debt, recalled Larry Wren, 
Pathway’s executive pastor. After all, 
the core membership at Pathway’s three 
sites consists of middle-income families 
with school-age kids, not high-dollar 
philanthropists.

But then they learned that, like a 
modern-day loaves-and-fishes story, 
that smaller amount could wipe out $2.2 
million in debt not only for the Wichita 
area but all available debt for every Kan-
san facing imminent insolvency because 
of medical expenses they couldn’t afford 
to pay — 1,600 people in all.

As Wren thought about the message 
of Easter, things clicked. “Being able to 
do this provides an opportunity to illus-
trate what it means to have a debt paid 
that they could never pay themselves,” 
he said. “It just was a great fit.”

Churches in Maryland, Illinois, Vir-
ginia, Texas and elsewhere have been 
reaching the same conclusion. RIP 
Medical Debt, a nonprofit organization 
based in Rye, N.Y., that arranges such 
debt payoffs, reports a recent surge in 
participation from primarily Christian 
places of worship. Eighteen have worked 
with RIP in the past year and a half, said 
Scott Patton, the nonprofit’s director of 
development. More churches are join-
ing in as word spreads.

The mountain of bills they are try-
ing to clear is high. Medical debt con-

tributes to two-thirds of bankruptcies, 
according to the American Journal of 
Public Health. And a 2018 Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation/New York Times poll 
showed that of the 26 percent of people 
who reported problems paying medical 
bills, 59 percent reported a major life 
impact, such as taking an extra job, cut-
ting other household spending or using 
up savings. (Kaiser Health News is an 
editorially independent program of the 
foundation.)

The Federal Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau proposed a rule last 
month to curb debt collectors’ ability 
to bug those with outstanding bills, and 
some states have tried various mea-
sures, such as limiting the interest rates 
collectors may charge. But until a com-
prehensive solution emerges, churches 
and others are trying to ease some of the 

load by jumping into the debt market.
A big part of RIP’s appeal comes 

from the impact even a small dona-
tion can have, say participating church 
leaders. When a person can’t pay a bill, 
that debt is often packaged with other 
people’s debt and sold to bill collectors 
for some fraction of the total amount of 
the bill. Those debts usually come from 
low-income people and are more diffi-
cult to collect.

RIP Medical Debt buys debt portfoli-
os on this secondary market for pennies 
on the dollar with money from its do-
nors. But instead of collecting the debt, 
RIP forgives it.

To be eligible for repayment from 
RIP, the debtor must be earning less than 
twice the federal poverty level (about 
$25,000 a year for an individual), have 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

As the United Methodist 
Church has spent decades de-
bating the place of LGBTQ 
Christians in its ministries, 
the Rev. Adam Hamilton has 
emerged as “the Pied Piper for 
Methodists in the middle.”

At the global denomination’s 
General Conference meetings 
in 2012 and 2016, Hamilton 
— who pastors the largest 
United Methodist church in 
the United States — support-
ed measures that would have 
allowed United Methodists 
to disagree with its rulebook, 
which claims the “practice of 
homosexuality” is “incompat-
ible” with Christian teaching.

More recently, he backed the 
so-called One Church Plan, 
which would have allowed 
churches and regional bodies 
known as annual conferences 
to decide whether to allow 
LGBTQ clergy and same-sex 
marriage.

In February, that plan — 
which also had been recom-
mended by the denomination’s 

Council of Bishops — failed at 
a special session of the General 
Conference in St. Louis. In-
stead, delegates adopted what’s 
known as the Traditional Plan, 
which strengthened language 
in the denomination’s Book 
of Discipline barring LGBTQ 
United Methodists from mar-
riage and ministry.

In response, Hamilton con-
vened a meeting of more than 
600 United Methodists from 
every annual conference in the 
country at the United Method-
ist Church of the Resurrection 
in Leawood, Kan., to discuss 
what’s next for the second-larg-
est Protestant denomination in 
the U.S.

“It’s one thing if we could’ve 
found a way to change the pol-
icy but still leave room for peo-
ple who hold different views. 
It’s another thing for us to not 
only not do that but to invoke 
punishments,” he said.

During the May meeting, 
known as UMC Next, Ham-
ilton and others adopted four 
guiding principles — which in-
clude a commitment to reject-

ing the Traditional Plan and 
resisting its implementation.

Hamilton said his own be-
liefs have evolved about what 
the Bible has to say to LGBTQ 
Christians and believes the 
United Methodist Church is 
worth fighting for. 

Hamilton said from the time 
the Church (of the Resurrec-
tion) began — so this has been 
29 years — LGBT persons 
have come to the church.

“I would say 16 or 17 years 
ago, my own thinking began to 
shift on how we read Scripture 
as it relates to gay and lesbian 
people,” Hamilton explained, 
noting he was wrestling with 
the question of the Bible and 
how you deal with these texts 
that have God having the Is-
raelites destroy 32 city-states 
and kill every man, woman and 
child.  

“The answer that seemed 
most compelling to me was 
recognizing the role of culture 
and historical context in shap-
ing the biblical authors’ values 
and retelling of their own histo-
ry,” he said. 

Hamilton is wrestling with 
that at the time and “really 
wrestling with what I thought 
I knew about LGBT persons 
and how God might look at 
them.”

At the time Hamilton said 
he told people, “This is a safe 
place for you. I’m not going to 
beat up on you from the pulpit. 
We want you here, but I believe 
that God’s will is that you be 
celibate if you can’t change.” 

Hamilton was preaching a 
sermon right before General 
Conference in 2004 related to 
gay and lesbian people and the 
Methodist Church’s position 
on homosexuality, and he in-
vited congregation members 
to share their stories. 

“I received 200 or 300 
emails, and I remember it was 
one in the morning and I’m 
reading them, working on my 
sermon and just weeping in 
my living room, thinking what 
I have always believed does 
not capture how I think God 
looks at these people whose 
stories I’m reading,” Hamilton 
recalled.

That led to a sermon that 
Hamilton preached then 
and “if you read it today, you 
wouldn’t think was really dra-
matic, saying that I don’t know 
that what I have believed about 
gay and lesbian people and 
homosexuality is accurate or 
right and that we are going to 
be a place that welcomes ev-
erybody.”

At this year’s General Con-
ference, Hamilton said what 
nobody really anticipated was 
that the Traditional Plan would 
pass. “I wasn’t certain the One 
Church Plan would pass, but I 
certainly did not anticipate the 
Traditional Plan passing,” he 
said.

There’s not a consensus yet 
as to exactly what needs to 
happen, he noted. “Some tradi-
tionalists are ready to dissolve 
the church and then form new 
expressions of Methodism. 
Other traditionalists I’ve talked 
to say, ‘I don’t want to dissolve 
the church, and I want to stay 
in United Methodism, but I 
can’t stay in the church if you’re 
going to be doing (same-sex) 

weddings somewhere else.’” 
Hamilton said many are 

ready to dissolve the church 
and start something new. “But 
there are, I believe, many, many 
more who would say, ‘I don’t 
want to give up on the United 
Methodist Church.’”

There are probably three ma-
jor conversations happening, 
he said. One has to do with, 
yes, go ahead and dissolve and 
create and divide the assets and 
create two or three new expres-
sions of Methodism and allow 
every annual conference to mi-
grate towards one or the other 
of those. 

There’s another one saying 
keep the United Methodist 
Church and we allow annual 
conferences to migrate to-
wards one or the other of these 
expressions, but they remain 
within the United Methodist 
Church and become branches 
within one United Methodist 
Church. 

Another conversation is 
among people who think on 
the traditional side, “If we make 

“Methodists in the middle”

Faith 
helps us 
process 
the loss

Pastors have the awe-
some honor to walk beside 
members of their church or 

members 
of the 
com-
munity 
when they 
experience 
the loss 
of a loved 
one. 

It isn’t 
always 
easy, 

especially in the early years 
of ministry. Pastors learn to 
hold those seemingly close 
relationships within the 
church at a slight distance. 
That can make it at least a 
little easier to go through so 
many funeral services with 
our beloved congregational 
members and hold onto 
our own sense of sanity; not 
allowing our self-emotions 
to lose control and lean us 
toward our own depression.

We are supposed to be the 
one who helps, at least some-
what, those who are going 
through these difficult days 
that are a part of the lifecycle. 
It is common knowledge 
that we will all experience 
death; that is just part of our 
mortal being. 

We never want to give up 
the ability to see, call or even 
video chat with a loved one. 
While most of us would say 
that we don’t do that often 
enough — especially when 
that loved one closes in on 
the end of their life — but 
we’ve all had the chance 
to do so. When that time 
comes, there is often regret 
that we didn’t spend that 
time being closer; that we 
didn’t tell that loved one just 
how much we really do love 
them. 

Yes, I know families have 
their differences and there 
are many individuals in this 
world who simply choose to 
not be in close relationship 
with other family members. 
There may have been harsh 
words spoken or disrespect-
ful situations that make it 
difficult to forgive, but we 
need to forgive and forget. 

God has forgiven us and 
look at all that we’ve done in 
this world that was hurtful 
toward God. It is hard to 
come back home – to God’s 
house – walk through the 
doors and say, “I’m sorry, 
please forgive me.” Some-
times that is what it takes to 
get family, or church family, 
back into church on Sunday 
morning. 

MARK
PARKINSON
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Churches wipe out debt

See ARCHIVES, Page 6BSee PASTOR, Page 9B

Graham 
archives to 
be moved
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
— This week, at Wheaton 
College in Illinois, specially 
trained movers will begin 
organizing, preparing and 
packing 3,235 boxes of 
paper items, 1,000 scrap-
books of news clippings 
dating back to the 1940s 
and more than 1,000 lin-
ear feet of videos, cassettes, 
reels, films and audio.

All of it documents the 
life and ministry of evange-
list Billy Graham, the Chris-
tian college’s most famous 
alumnus. And soon, all of it 
will be headed to the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation in Charlotte, N.C., 
Graham’s hometown.

The big transport trucks 
that will haul the valuable 
cargo won’t make the nearly 
800-mile trip until mid to 
late June. But the controver-
sy over moving the Graham 
materials all began more 
than two months ago. That’s 
when it was announced 
that, after June 1, the ma-
terials would no longer be 
housed at Wheaton’s highly 
regarded Billy Graham Cen-
ter Archives.

Since it opened with Billy 
Graham’s blessing in 1980, 
more than 19,000 scholars, 
journalists and other re-
searchers from around the 
world have spent 67,000 
hours doing work there.

The BGEA’s Char-
lotte site does include the 
12-year-old Billy Graham 
Library, but it was not de-
signed as a research facility. 
Instead, it is a presiden-
tial-like museum celebrat-
ing the life of Graham, who 
died last year at age 99, and 
is a brick-and-mortar con-
tinuation of his worldwide 
evangelism efforts.

“The so-called (Billy 
Graham) Library is not a 
library,” said Edith Blum-
hofer, a longtime history 
professor at Wheaton who 
is now completing a study of 
the music of the Billy Gra-
ham Crusades. “It has no 
archives. It has no archivist.”

In a Sunday email an-
swering questions posed 
by Religion News Service, 
Franklin Graham, now pres-
ident of the association his 
father founded in 1950, said 
that “it is the intention of 
BGEA leadership to provide 
a first-rate research facility 
and archival operation with 
an openness to those who 
have an interest in studying 
the life and ministry of my 
father in the greater con-
text of a Library that clearly 
demonstrates and reflects 
the message of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.”

Special to The Prairie Press

It’s just not mega-churches who are working to pay off medical debt for those drowning in it. The Emmanuel Memorial 
Episcopal Church in Champaign raised $15,000 that abolished $4 million in medical debt for the entire dioceses.

See UMC, Page 6B

See DEBT, Page 6B

Conflicted Methodists are drawn to Rev. Adam Hamilton’s openness after fallout from General Conference

Special to ThePrairie Press

Carolyn Kenyon, left, and Judith Jones, both of Ithaca, N.Y., raised $12,500 and 
sent it to a debt-forgiveness charity, which then purchased a portfolio of $1.5 
million of medical debts on their behalf.

RIP Medical Debt is 
buying medical debt from 
collectors, then forgiving it
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debts that are 5 percent or 
more of their annual income 
and have more debt than as-
sets.

Because hospitals and doc-
tors are eager to get those 
hard-to-collect debts off their 
books, they sell them cheap. 
That’s how, Patton said, those 
18 churches have been able to 
abolish $34.4 million of debt 
since the start of 2018.

Working this way puts a 
high-dollar project within 
reach of even small church-
es. Revolution Annapolis, a 
nondenominational Mary-
land church with Sunday at-
tendance of around 200 and 
without a permanent build-
ing, wiped out $1.9 million 
in debt for 900 families in 
March. Total amount raised: 
$15,000.

Revolution leaders heard 
about RIP Medical Debt on a 
segment of John Oliver’s “Last 
Week Tonight” in 2016, said 
Kenny Camacho, lead pastor. 
But at the time, they didn’t 

think they had the resources 
to make much of a splash.

After hearing about another 
church that paid off millions 
last year, Revolution leaders 
decided to try it. At most, they 
hoped to have an impact in 
their area, Camacho said. But 
the money went much fur-
ther, eventually covering 14 
counties in eastern and central 
Maryland.

Emmanuel Memorial Epis-
copal Church, a congrega-
tion of about 175 families in 
Champaign, Ill., had a similar 
experience. The original idea 
was to try to have an impact 
just in Champaign Coun-
ty, said the Rev. Christine 
Hopkins. But their $15,000 
abolished $4 million of debt 
for the entire diocese, which 
stretches across the southern 
half of the state.

“We were bowled over, ac-
tually,” Hopkins said. “It was 
to the point of tears.”

In many cases, churches 
have not had to do a fundrais-
ing campaign because their 
contribution came from mon-
ey already on hand. Emmanu-

el Episcopal, for instance, had 
leftovers from a campaign set 
up a year ago to celebrate the 
centennial of its church build-
ing.

The Fincastle Baptist 
Church, with 1,600 members 
in the Roanoke, Va., area used 
money it had budgeted for an 
annual “Freedom Fest” event 
to honor first responders, and 
then partnered with local tele-
vision station WSLS in a tele-
thon to raise more. That effort 
abolished over $2.7 million in 
medical debt targeted at veter-
ans.

The RIP nonprofit allows 
donors to choose geographic 
areas they want to reach and 
can pinpoint veterans as recip-
ients. But beyond that, no re-
strictions are allowed, Patton 
said. A church can’t specify 
which types of medical proce-
dures could be paid for or any-
thing about the background of 
the recipients.

That didn’t bother church 
leaders contacted for this story. 
But it is a subject that’s been 
broached by donors of all types 
in the past, Patton said.

For instance, some potential 
donors have asked to exclude 
people from different faiths or 
certain political parties, he said. 
“It’s just absurd. This is not a re-
venge tactic,” Patton said. “Peo-
ple who are requesting those 
things really don’t understand 
philanthropy.”

Churches don’t necessarily 
experience a direct return in 
the way of new members. All 
the processing goes through 
RIP Medical Debt, which 
sends letters notifying the 
beneficiaries their debts have 
been forgiven. Donors can 
have their names listed on 
those letters, but not everyone 
opts to do so.

New membership wasn’t 
the point for Pathway Church 
in Kansas, Wren said. “Some-
times the more powerful spir-
itual message is when you’re 
able to do something for 
somebody that you’ll never 
meet.”

The Revolution Church 
decided against putting its 
name on the notification let-
ters, Camacho said, because 
it didn’t want beneficiaries to 

feel obligated. “When a per-
son has their debt forgiven, 
we want them to experience 
that as a kind of no-strings-at-
tached gift,” he said. “We don’t 
want there to be any sense that 
because we did this now they 
should visit our church or 
something.”

Besides, he said, the gift 
covered an area large enough 
that some beneficiaries live a 
couple of hours away. “I would 
much rather them think more 
positively about the church 
down the street from where 
they live.”

Donors sometimes hear 
back from the people whose 
debts they’ve paid, but not 
often. Many don’t expect it. “I 
guess that’s a biblical story, too. 
Jesus forgave 10, and only one 
said thank you,” Hopkins said.

Churches have a lot of 
choices when it comes to 
charity, but medical debt and 
affordability issues often reso-
nate with parishioners. Some 
churches are worried enough 
about medical costs for their 
members that they subscribe 
to cost-sharing nonprofits, in 

which members pay each oth-
er’s medical bills.

Medical mission work has 
long been an important form 
of outreach for Fincastle Bap-
tist Church in Virginia, said 
associate pastor Warren King. 
The church runs a free clin-
ic, and mission trips to other 
countries usually include a 
medical component.

Paying off medical debt is 
an extension of that line of 
thinking. “We need to do not 
just this thing but many things 
that practically show the love 
of God,” King said. “It’s hard to 
tell somebody God loves you if 
they’re starving and you don’t 
try to deal with the problem.”

Hopkins said the debt out-
reach was a satisfying project 
for her Illinois congregation 
because it could resolve a 
problem for the beneficiaries. 
“We do a lot of outreach that’s 
food-related and housing-re-
lated. This was something 
different,” Hopkins said. “You 
help feed somebody, and 
you’re feeding them again the 
next day. This was something 
that could make an impact.”

But many scholars who have 
written or are writing books 
and articles about Graham and 
evangelicalism have already 
sounded the alarm.

Their fear: that this move is 
part of a bid by Franklin Gra-
ham to control his father’s leg-
acy and make it more closely 
echo his own conservative 
political and theological agen-
das. They worry that Franklin 
Graham may deny access to the 
archival materials to scholars 
and others who don’t share his 
views or who are unwilling to 
promote what one called a “san-
itized history” of the evangelical 
movement.

“Nothing about Franklin’s 
public persona over the last 
two decades suggests that he 
would encourage open scholar-
ly inquiry into the legacy of Billy 
Graham,” said Steven P. Miller, 

author of “Billy Graham and the 
Rise of the Republican South” 
and one of more than a dozen 
scholars interviewed by RNS.

Elesha Coffman, a professor 
of history at Baylor Universi-
ty who writes about religion, 
agrees.

“The fear is that it’s over, 
that with the relocation of the 
archives, there will be no more 
high-quality, objective scholar-
ship on (Billy) Graham and his 
legacy,” Coffman said.

Scholars also worry that no 
seasoned archivist or ready-to-
open research facility will be 
waiting for the Graham mate-
rials when they arrive in Char-
lotte later this month.

Franklin Graham said in his 
email that there are plans un-
derway for a new facility — a 
“research center building” — to 
go up on the BGEA site.

“It’s currently in the develop-
ment stage with a plan for con-
struction as soon as possible,” 

he said.
William Martin, whose “A 

Prophet with Honor: The Billy 
Graham Story” is widely con-
sidered the definitive biography 
of Graham, said he agrees with 
Franklin Graham. It makes 
sense, he said, to have the ar-
chives in the same place as the 
library.

But he has questions about 
the timing of the move. Martin 
said the archives should not 
have been moved until a time 
when they could have become 
available again after just a brief 
transition.

“If it’s a new facility, it would 
be better if it was already there,” 
said Martin, now a senior fellow 
at Rice University’s Baker Insti-
tute for Public Policy. “Research 
(on Graham) is probably going 
to be halted for a considerable 
time, maybe for years.”

What will happen to the ar-
chives when they first arrive in 
Charlotte?

Graham said Sunday that the 
paper records and scrapbooks 
“will go into temporary storage 
in an appropriate facility” on 
the BGEA grounds. The audio 
and video materials, he said, 
“will be transferred to a storage 
area currently in use where they 
will be supervised by BGEA 
media archive specialists.”

Lon Allison, who was execu-
tive director of Wheaton’s Billy 
Graham Center from 1998 to 
2013, said his “bigger concern” 
is whether the BGEA will hire 
the kind of professional archi-
vist who can expertly manage 
the material.

Franklin Graham’s answer: 
“The Graham archives will be 
supervised and operated under 
specially trained personnel with 
library science degrees and ar-
chival experience.”

Wheaton’s Billy Graham 
Center was established nearly 
40 years ago following a late 
1970s meeting in Charlotte 

between Graham and Leighton 
Ford, then a BGEA vice presi-
dent and husband to Graham’s 
younger sister, Jean.

So they chose Wheaton, 
sometimes called “the Harvard 
of evangelicalism.”

Ford, also educated at Whea-
ton, chaired the task force to 
develop plans for the Billy Gra-
ham Center. And at its dedi-
cation in 1980, Billy Graham 
shared his vision for a place that 
would promote both ministry 
and research: “I hope and pray 
that the Billy Graham Center 
will be a world hub of inspira-
tion, research and training that 
will glorify Christ and serve 
every church and organization 
in preaching and teaching the 
Gospel in the world.”

In the years since, the center 
has become a welcoming and 
helpful place for researchers, 
though it also enforced some-
times strict BGEA rules about 
getting permission to quote and 

copy some materials.
Randall Balmer, a professor 

of American religious history 
at Dartmouth University and 
the author of “Evangelicalism 
in America,” was among several 
scholars interviewed who gave 
the center’s research arm high 
marks: “The people running it 
are very responsive and take se-
riously their stewardship of the 
materials.”

Even into his 90s, Billy Gra-
ham continued to take an in-
terest in how Wheaton was 
managing his archives, reported 
Grant Wacker, a retired Duke 
Divinity School professor who 
authored “America’s Pastor: Bil-
ly Graham and the Shaping of 
a Nation” and the forthcoming 
“One Soul at a Time: The Story 
of Billy Graham.”

“The next to last time I saw 
Billy, he specifically asked me 
about the archives and how they 
were doing,” Wacker said. “He 
really did care about his legacy.”

make it hard enough, the 
centrists or progressives will 
leave,” Hamilton explained. 
On the centrist or progressive 
side, there is talk if they make 
it hard enough and protest 
enough that the traditionalists 
will leave.

Finally there’s the conversa-
tion of whether centrists and 
progressives are able to stay 
together, Hamilton noted. “I 
would say they’re all variations 
of what that plan was attempt-
ing to do. I think that was a plan 
that most people weren’t really 
that interested in and thought 

it was too complicated to even 
pass,” he said.

In the absence of finding any 
other possible solution, it may 
be that enough people would 
support that.

Hamilton said what will 
happen is over the summer 
time there’ll be more of these 
conversations happening — 
traditionalists and centrists 
and progressives, Hamilton 
believes, “sometimes in con-
versation together, often in 
their own groups. It is possible 
that by 2020 General Confer-
ence there would be an agree-
ment in principle, and then the 
next four years would be spent 
working that out.”

Discussions have  turned 
into various possible ways 
forward, which included the 
things talked about — resist, 
dissolve the denomination 
and form something new or 
disaffiliate and form a new co-
alition or something that that 
looked like a modified CCP-
type plan where we would find 
some structural way to hold as 
many people in the Methodist 
Church together as possible.

“But we don’t have clarity,” 
he said. “I would say many 
of the progressives who were 
there tended to favor leaving 
and forming something new. 
And I would say a slight major-
ity of the centrists tended to fa-
vor staying and living into what 
we believe and continuing to 
work for change.”

There was a sort of a two-
pronged approach in the end, 
Hamilton said. “We’re going to 
continue to live into what we 
believe the church should look 
like, and, at the same time, we 
are going to be in conversations 
preparing for whatever the ulti-
mate solution is.”

Resistance is not a perma-
nent solution, the pastor said, 
noting, “resistance is a means 
to getting to another place.”

Hamilton said it would be 
easier for this church to be-
come nondenominational. 
“But when I was 18, I actually 
felt called by God to be a Meth-
odist, to be a part of a denom-
ination, to help bring renewal 
and revival to that denomina-
tion,” he said.

Hamilton said he began 
studying John Wesley and the 
early Methodist movement and 
this idea of revival in the church 
— an evangelical revival that 
started on the campus of Ox-
ford University by a professor 
at Oxford. There was this whole 
intellectual side of the faith, cou-
pled with a fervent, passionate 
heart faith. 

Methodism is a both/and, 
not an either/or kind of faith, 
he said. “You move from that 
to this idea of this connection 
— that in the U.S. there are 
32,000 churches and we are 
connected together. There’s an 
accountability that comes with 
that. And so all of that is part of 
the reason why we feel com-
mitted to these people in this 
community and don’t want to 
walk away from it,” Hamilton 
observed but noted, “There 
are a number of churches that 
have.”
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NEWMAN – The start of the 2019 
farming season in Central Illinois, 
while not totally disastrous, has prov-
en a burdensome challenge for getting 
corn planted.

Frequent rains have kept some fields 
too wet to work and they still remain 
unplanted at a time when planting is 
finished in normal years. As bad as it 
seems here, there are areas that are in 
worse shape.

Roger Sy, current vice chairman of 
the Illinois Corn Marketing Board and 
who will become chairman later this 
summer, said all planting has been de-
layed in Illinois

“There are areas up north that don’t 
even have 10 percent of the corn in,” 
said Sy. “The western part of the state 
is better for planting but now they are 
worried about flooding and having to 
replant.”

Reports coming to Sy from southern 
Illinois indicate farmers are struggling 
to plant around ponded areas in fields. 
In Edgar, Champaign and Piatt coun-
ties and other nearby locations corn 
is up where farmers have been able to 
plant. 

Sy began farming in 1972 and he 
said the only year he can remember 
even close to this was 1974 when he 
had to replant several times all the way 
up to June 16. 

“This is as late as I can remember,” 
Sy said. “There have been wet springs 
in the past, but we got breaks to work.”

The general thinking is the late plant-
ing will mean a weak yield but Sy is not 
convinced that one issue always fol-

lows the other. He said the technology 
and genetics is such that late planting 
does not always mean drastically re-
duced bushels.

“A few years ago, I had a field with 
cutworms so bad I had to replant in 
June,” he said. “I got a harvest, but it 
didn’t dry down in the field like the ear-
lier planted corn.”

Sy said it is too soon to even consider 
potential harvest yield, noting God and 
Mother Nature have a lot to do with 
the weather between now and then.

He added agronomists at the Uni-
versity of Illinois are recommending 
farmers go ahead and plant corn even 
though it is so late in the season. Fac-
tors driving the decision to plant corn 
include whether a farmer applied nitro-
gen and other fertilizer to fields during 
the fall of 2018. A wet fall prevented 
some from getting those inputs in 
place, but those who did are stuck with 

trying to plant corn since soybeans 
won’t do well in ground that was fall 
treated for a corn crop.

Those who did not get the ground 
treated last year may switch over to 
soybeans but Sy cautions that is a risky 
proposition also.

“We don’t want to get too many 
beans because of the trade war with 
China,” he said.

He is aware of some producers 
switching plans as the planting season 
dragged on. Where it was possible 
farmers have swapped out the longer 
season hybrid seeds purchased last 
year for shorter season varieties. Oth-
er changes have included when an-
hydrous ammonia is applied with the 
option of putting it on at the time of 
planting instead of doing it earlier.

The frequent rains creating high 
water in the Mississippi drainage have 

Birds and 
bees are 
reason for 
gardens’ 
variety

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

Dave Smith cultivates and applies anhydrous ammonia to a field of corn June 4 in Shiloh Township. Edgar County is a 
patchwork of growing crops and unplanted fields. Continuing rains since early spring have hampered famers’ efforts to 
plant in a timely manner. 

Farmers face year like no other

Gardeners grow flowers 
for a variety of reasons: 
color, shape and scent are 

probably 
the main 
attractions. 

Flower 
forms, 
while 
beauti-
ful and 
interesting, 
also hap-
pen to be 
functional. 

Flower shapes evolved to 
attract specific pollinators 
to the benefit of both. The 
pollinators get a sweet meal 
from the nectar, while the 
plants get their pollen dis-
tributed to ensure continua-
tion of the species.

Last year I read an article 
in “Garden Gate” magazine 
by plantsman Tony Avent, 
describing how the shape 
of a flower attracts specific 
pollinators.

Picture the Columbine 
flower with its nectar spurs 
extending from the base 
of the petals. They attract 
bees, hummingbirds or 
hawkmoths depending on 
the length of the spurs, with 
each species of Columbine 
using a different length to 
attract a different pollinator.

Jack-in-the-pulpit uses 
the false odor of fungus in 
the hooded spathes to at-
tract fungus gnats. Cleverly, 
when the plants are young, 
they are male and include 
an escape hatch to let the 
pollen-laden gnats out to 
visit other Jack-in-the-
pulpits. Later, they switch 
to female and the escape 
hatch disappears, trapping 
the gnats and their pollen 
from other plants inside for 
fertilization.

The flat, round umbrels of 
yarrow, Queen Anne’s lace 
and milkweed, aka butter-
fly weed, are comprised 
of many tiny individual 
flowers full of sweet nectar. 
They attract bees, flies and 
butterflies to spread pollen 
to neighboring plants.

Some plants have adapted 
showy stamens that stick 
up above the petals of the 
flower. They wave around, 
alerting pollinators to come 
in for a snack. On the way 
to the center of the flower 
where the nectar is, they 
have to pass by the pol-
len-laden stamens, getting 
covered in the process. 
Clematis, Japanese anem-
one and Hellebore use this 
method.

Tubular plants attract 
long-tongued bird species 
like hummingbirds. Other 
tubular flowers use scent to 
lure in night-flyers. Pen-
stemon and aptly named 
butterfly bush (Buddleia) 
entice hummingbirds and 
butterflies. The scent of 
honeysuckle attracts night-
time moths like hawkmoth.

Pitcher plant, Venus 
flytrap, and voodoo lily are 
carnivores using flowers and 
odors to attract pollinators, 
which then turn into prey. 
The flowers stand above 
the slippery-sided tubes 
getting the attention of the 
pollinator who is, hopefully, 
covered in pollen when it 
arrives since it won’t be able 
to get out once it is trapped.

Take a walk through the 
yard, looking for the differ-
ent flower shapes. If some 
are missing, keep them in 
mind the next time plants 
are added to the landscape.

University of Illinois Ex-
tension Master Gardeners 
of Edgar County is taking 
questions from both new 
and experienced gardeners. 
We can be reached at 217-
465-8585.

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of 
the University of Illinois Ex-
tension Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County. Email her at 
janphipps@gmail.com.)

Despite the fact the active weather 
pattern gave no signs of changing over 
the past month, few of us thought we’d 

see so little planting 
progress by now. But 
here we are, with 
only 35 percent of 
the Illinois corn crop 
and 14 percent of the 
soybean crop planted 
by May 26. With 
more rain this week, 
we will have less than 
half the corn and less 
than a fourth of the 
soybeans planted 

before June 1 in Illinois.
The entire state of Illinois received 

above-normal rainfall in May, ranging 
from 1-2 inches above normal in the 
southeastern edge of the state to as 
much as 8 inches above normal (12+ 
inches total) in northwestern Illinois, 
from the Quad Cities to the south 
and east. That area had some planting 
days early — some of the corn at 
our Monmouth research center was 
planted in April — but that has been 
hammered by inches of rain. As bad 
as things are in Illinois, some areas 
west and southwest of Illinois are even 
worse, with some rainfall amounts 
more than 12 inches above normal 
for May.

We have a short break from rain 
in places the last few days of May, 
and some places that thunderstorms 
bypassed this week might dry up 
enough to plant by the weekend. The 
forecast isn’t promising a change to a 
drier pattern, though, and with soils 
as wet as they are now, widespread 
planting won’t start very soon and 
even after it begins, planting progress 
won’t set any speed records.

We’ve consistently said that 
mudding in corn or soybeans in April 
does more harm than good. But 
that’s because planting in early April 
tends to produce yields no higher 
than planting in late April or early 
May; there’s no reward for aggressive 
planting that early. Once we get to 
late May, things change. We don’t 
want to get stuck in the field or to 
plant where the seedbed soil is too 
wet to crumble, but the need to get 
crops planted means that it makes 
sense to start even though we know 

that heavy equipment will (as always) 
cause compaction. Compaction from 
heavy equipment moving down 
the field (not directly on top of the 
row) typically does not lower yields 
appreciably in many of our more 
productive soils. While the formation 
of a physical barrier (if soils dry out 
after compaction) is a problem, 
pressing soil particles together as air is 
expelled can increase capillarity some, 
helping water to move to the roots 
from deeper in the soil. The most 
visible signs of compaction — plants 
stunted and with leaves showing 
drought stress symptoms—is typically 
on endrows, where equipment moves 
at right angles to rows and thus limits 
rooting ability more than it improves 
capillarity.

This is not an uncommon practice 
in the claypan soils in southern 
Illinois. The capillary rise of water 
from deeper layers to the surface 
is broken up by surface tillage, and 
that means slower water movement 
to the surface and faster drying of 
the surface soil. Of course, that also 
means that deeper layers stay wetter. 
The claypan is already a compacted 
zone, so driving on it may not do 
much damage. Doing surface tillage 
in already-tilled soil or in deeper 
soils may make some cosmetic 
improvement—the surface will look 
drier making us believe it’s in better 
shape to plant—but is unlikely to do 
much real good.

Go to Farmdoc and read the useful 
articles posted there in the past week 
or so. One issue that isn’t yet there in 
detail — but may be coming soon— 
is what our yield expectations should 
be if the crop isn’t planted until after 
its last date for full crop insurance 
coverage: June 5 for corn; June 15 
for soybean in the northern third of 
Illinois; and June 20 for soybeans in 
the rest of the state. We don’t have 
recent data on corn planted after early 
June, but in a recent paper from Iowa 
State researchers reported yield losses 
of about 25 percent (55 bushels) by 
June 10, 40 percent (88 bushels) by 
June 20, and 61 percent (133 bushels) 
by June 30. Planting corn on the last 
insurable date (June 25) would be 
expected to produce about half the 
normal yield. I suspect it could do 

better than that, but for now that’s our 
best guess.

Based on experiences with double 
cropped soybeans in the southern half 
of the state, we expect yield declines to 
be less steep for soybean than for corn 
after early June, reaching 50 percent 
only by early July in south-central and 
southern Illinois. 

`There is a large effect of latitude 
with late-planted soybeans, though, 
and yields of soybeans planted in 
late June in central Illinois are very 
much affected by the growing season 
weather, and so can be expected to vary 
widely. Soybeans planted after mid- or 
late June in northern Illinois may not 
mature early enough to avoid frost.

Many people in northern Illinois 
have probably changed corn hybrids 
by now, or at least have lined up seed 
to do so if planting stretches out much 
longer. The Corn Growing Degree 
Day decision support tool can help 
with this question but can’t answer it 
very precisely. That tool allows one to 
choose any Corn Belt county, enter the 
planting date and hybrid maturity, and 
generate a graph that shows projected 
GDD accumulations through the 
season, including the date on which to 
expect that hybrid, planted on that date 
in that county, to mature.

As for the application of nitrogen 
on corn, this is one of the really 
tough challenges, with such a wet 
May following a wet fall with limited 
nitrogen application and limited ability 
to apply nitrogen this spring. As with 
other things, we’re in uncharted waters 
here. We have done a lot of nitrogen 
research over the past five years, but 
have had no conditions like this, and 
so we need to do a lot of guessing, of 
which only some will be well-educated.

If a producer was lucky enough to 
apply nitrogen last fall, how much is 
still in the soil to be available for this 
year’s crop, once it’s planted? We can be 
sure nearly all of the nitrogen applied 
last fall or before May this spring is in 
the nitrate form by now, whether or 
not nitrogen-serve was used. Nitrate 
moves with water, and with so much 
rainfall and no chance for the soil to 
dry to halt movement, there’s a good 
chance that most of the nitrogen has 
moved down into the soil, well below 
where the crop needs it to be once 

growth begins. 
On the positive side, with soil 

temperatures in the 60s and 70s now, 
mineralization has kicked in, and this 
will be an important source of nitrogen 
as crop growth gets underway. That 
takes some of the urgency away from 
having to apply nitrogen right at 
planting. Even with the soil nitrogen 
supply kicking in now, it will be 
important to get fertilizer nitrogen on 
by the time growth gets underway, in 
order to avoid deficiency. Broadcast 
UAN used as herbicide carrier or 
nitrogen applied with the planter will 
boost the short-term N supply and 
postpone the need to apply in-season 
nitrogen. 

It will help a great deal if soils dry 
out at some point in order to stop the 
downward movement of N and to 
allow the roots to grow and take up 
N, and the plants to take on the darker 
green color that says they are not 
lacking in N. This won’t happen until 
the water coming into the plant carries 
with it more N than it is carrying today.

Any corn planted will likely benefit 
from some additional nitrogen, 
regardless of what’s been applied up 
to now. With so much water moving 
into and through the soil, we can’t 
count on full availability to the crop 
even of nitrogen applied a month ago 
in preparation for planting that didn’t 
happen then. How much nitrogen we 
should apply once the corn crop is 
planted, including how much to credit 
already-applied nitrogen, are tough 
questions.

If we applied 180 pounds nitrogen 
in the fall following soybean harvest, 
let’s guess that 150 of it is still in the 
soil, and we’ll further guess (hope) 
that rainfall will slacken enough that, 
at some point before tasseling, soils 
will dry enough so that roots can take 
up some of this nitrogen. In such a 
case, we should still consider applying 
10 gallons of UAN (about 30 pounds 
nitrogen) at or after planting; if not 
before emergence, then dribbled near 
the row soon after emergence. The idea 
is to sustain the crop as it establishes 
itself, with additional nitrogen coming 
from mineralization until the roots 
begin to reach and take up the nitrogen 
from the fall application.

Predicting and preventing losses after late planting

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

See PLANTING, Page 8B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press  
This is a common site in Edgar County with corn coming up in a field but ad-
jacent ground is yet to be planted. A continuing pattern of rain has prevented 
farmers from working efficiently and getting everything planted at the same 
time. The ground gets dry enough to work but another round of rain moves in 
before planting is completed. 

Martinsville 
Agriculture 
Fair begins 
on June 9 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARTINSVILLE – The 
2019 Martinsville Agricultur-
al Fair, June 9-15, packs a va-
riety of activities into a short 
time.

It is going to be a week 
packed full of entertainment 
and fun.  

Following tradition, the Fair 
will open with a Community 
Worship Service on Sunday, 
June 9 with Jake Hoult and 
the Casey United Methodist 
Church Praise Band provid-
ing music and Pastor David 
Wilson, of the Martinsville 
Bible Church providing the 
message.  The service is 7 p.m. 
in front of the grandstand.  
Admission and grandstand are 
free on Sunday.

All the family entertain-
ment, carnival and food ven-
dors are up and running start-
ing Monday evening, June 10. 
With a $7 gate admission per 
person, the state-fair quality 
carnival rides are free starting 
at 6 p.m. Monday thru Satur-
day. The admission fee is also 
good for parking.  

In addition to the carnival 
rides and favorite fair foods, 
the week features grandstand 
entertainment each evening.
n June 9, 7 p.m., communi-

ty worship service.
nJune 10, 5:30 p.m., har-

ness racing.
n June 11, 7 p.m., flat track 

drag races for cars, trucks, 
semi-trucks, ATVs, motor-
bikes, lawnmowers and more.
nJune 12, 7 p.m., open die-

sel trucks.
nJune 13, 7 p.m., tractor 

pull.
nJune 14, 7 p.m., barnyard 

scramble.
n June 15, 7 p.m., demoli-

tion derby and fireworks show.
In addition to the grand-

stand events, free entertain-
ment is scheduled 6 p.m. daily 
at the Linn Pavillion.

More information about the 
Martinsville Fair is available at 
www.martinsvilleagfair.com.  

EMERSON
NAFZIGER
CROP  
PRODUCTION

See RAINS, Page 8B



8B |  SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netAGRIBUSINESS

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.

No one covers Edgar County like

Now online!

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  

AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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 Aluminized Riveted CMP Culverts 
 Galvanized CMP/Aluminized CMP 
 Polymeric Double Wall  Pipe 
 In stock-8 inches to 36 inches  
 Lengths:  20 foot to 30 foot long  
 Bands to achieve any length  
 C-200 12.5 ’  x 432’  Woven Fabric 
 C-65 15 ’  x 300 Non Woven Fabric 
 Special  orders available  
 Pick up or Delivery 

	

For	more	information	contact:	
Mike	Spesard	at	217-304-1005	
Steve	Spesard	at	217-304-7218	

Address:	18185	East	200	North	Road	
Ridge	Farm,	IL	61870	

For more information contact:
Mike Spesard at 217-304-1005
Steve Spesard at 217-304-7218

Address: 18185 East 200 North Road
Ridge Farm, IL 61870

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

$4.99/lb

Sirloin Tip Roast  
Great for 
Italian Beef

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

BBQ4-
H2 0 1 9  E d g a r  C o u n t y

Saturday, June 22
4:00-7:00 p.m.
Dine-in    Drive-up    Carry-out
Edgar County 4-H Fairgrounds

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal

opportunities in programs and employment.  If you need a reasonable
accommodation to attend, call 217-465-8585. Early requests are encouraged

to allow sufficient time for meeting your access needs.

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

RAINS
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If less than the full amount 
of nitrogen planned for 
application was applied in the 
fall or early spring, then we 
might similarly discount that 
amount — by a fourth to a 
third — when determining 
how much more to apply. If 
corn was planted in mid-May 
with only 25 or 30-pound ni-
trogen applied then, we should 
apply the rest of the nitrogen 
as soon as we can reasonably 
do so in order to ensure a good 
nitrogen supply as growth 
gets underway. How we apply 
this nitrogen may not matter 
much, as long as we get it on 
in a way that keeps it relatively 
safe from immediate loss.

Although many may be 
shying away from anhydrous 
ammonia due to the need to 
apply before soils dry out, 
remember that ammonia 
injection provides better 
retention of applied nitrogen 
than does any other form or 
method of application. The ad-
dition of stabilizer to ammonia 
for in-season application is not 
recommended. If ammonia 
can be applied before the 
crop is more than a few inches 
tall, injecting it closer to the 
row than 15 inches can help 
improve access by the roots to 
the nitrogen. Once the crop 
has more than four leaves, 
application should be moved 
to the row middle to avoid 
damage to the roots.

If the main source of 
fertilizer nitrogen will be 
UAN, it should be applied 
using a method other than 
surface broadcast. That means 
shallow injection; broadcast 
followed by incorporation by 
tillage; or dribbled, streamed, 
or surface-banded (all mean 
more or less the same thing) 
on the soil surface. The idea 
with streaming UAN is to 
concentrate the application so 
that some of the UAN moves 
down into the soil, where 
any ammonia released from 
urea (by urease enzyme) is 

FARM CREDIT SCHOLAR

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Cooper Block, a 2019 Paris High School graduate, is one of 28 
recent graduates named a 2019 Farm Credit agriculture scholar and 
receiving a $2,000 scholarship. The announcement was made during 
a May 30 luncheon at Farm Credit Illinois (FCI) in Mahomet. Block is 
enrolled at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign to study 
crop sciences and hopes to become an agronomist.  

captured by dissolving 
in soil water. Even so, 
applying a band of UAN in 
the surface leaves some of 
it without much protection 
from loss. Using a urease 
inhibitor may limit vola-
tilization some, but when 
surface soils are warm, 
this won’t prevent all loss. 
Injection is a safer method, 
and dribbling UAN near 
the row, especially once 
the crop has four or more 
leaves, can get the nitrogen 
into the crop more quickly 
than if the UAN is midway 
between the rows. If rain-
fall continues, the concern 
will shift from urea volatil-
ization loss to movement 
of the nitrogen deeper in 
the soil.

Broadcast urea can also 
be a good source of nitro-
gen, with the advantages 
of rapid application and 
the ability to broadcast by 
ground or by air onto the 
emerged crop without dam-
age. A disadvantage is the 
potential for volatilization 
loss, as we discussed above. 
Urease inhibitors like Agro-
tain can be used to limit 
such loss, but rain within a 
few days effectively limits 
losses. Controlled-release 
forms should be used with 
caution, as we are interested 
in having the nitrogen from 
urea get into the soil and to 
the root quickly once the 
crop starts to grow.

If we get lucky and rain-
fall returns to more normal 
patterns in June, we should 
be OK using the MRTN 
rates for nitrogen, which in 
round numbers are about 
180 pounds nitrogen per 
acre for corn following soy-
bean in southern and cen-
tral Illinois, and about 170 
pounds nitrogen per acre in 
northern Illinois, with am-
monia at $600 per ton and 
corn at $4 per bushel. Rates 
for corn following corn are 
200 to 210 pounds nitrogen 
per acre. If June is wet like 
May, then we may want to 
go back with another 30 to 
50 pounds nitrogen in the 
two weeks before tasseling. 
I don’t know of a good way 
to be sure whether this will 
be needed or not, but as a 
general guideline, having 
the crop take on a dark 
green color in mid-vegeta-
tive stages would tend to 
indicate that it isn’t needed, 
while getting a lot of rain 
during June but still having 
good crop growth and ap-
parent yield potential might 
be a signal to go ahead.

(Emerson Nafziger is a 
professor at the University of 
Illinois in crop production. 
Email him at ednaf@illinois.
edu.)

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press  

Wet ground has been the bane of Edgar County farmers this planting 
season and some fields are yet to be planted. After several dry days, 
with farmers putting in long hours, rain returned to area during the 
overnight hours between June 4 and June 5. The National Service 
Weather forecast called for chance of rain all day Wednesday and 
Thursday, with a break on Friday, and a return of rain throughout this 
weekend

created problems. Barge traf-
fic isn’t moving on the rivers 
because of high water which 
means Midwestern elevators 
cannot ship corn out and farm 
supply businesses have diffi-
culty getting fertilizer up the 
rivers.

So far, the lack of water 
transportation does not seem 
to have created too many com-
plications. Sy is unaware of any-
body encountering problems 
obtaining short season seed 
stock or anhydrous supplies.

He said that may become an 
issue for farmers in Ohio and 
parts of Indiana that have not 
done any planting. Seed stock 
for the short season varieties 
may not be available to them.

Another option is to declare 
prevented planting and file a 
crop insurance claim. Accord-
ing to Sy, prevented planting is 
something farmers in Minne-

sota and the Dakotas are giving 
serious consideration since the 
growing season in the more 
northern states of the Corn 
Belt is so short. 

Farming is not for pessi-
mists, but several years of low 
grain prices and now a season 
where planting may not get 
completed are taking a toll. 
Sy said some in the local farm 
community are taking a seri-
ous look at industrial hemp as 
a possible new crop to buffer 
against corn and bean price 
fluctuation. While he hopes 
the addition of a third crop can 
bring some stability, he also 
recalls a period in the 1970s 
when sunflowers were sup-
posed to do the same thing. A 
lack of local places to market 
the sunflower seeds put a quick 
stop to that experiment. 

At the extreme end are peo-
ple looking to get out of farm-
ing while they can. 

“I hear a lot more guys 
talking about retiring than they 
used to,” said Sy. 

He explained many of the 
farmers he knows are getting 
to the place where it is time to 
replace equipment but neither 
the size of their operations nor 
commodity prices support the 
investment.  

The markets are starting 
to respond to the possibility 
the 2019 corn harvest will be 
far from a bumper crop. Corn 
prices went up 25 cents last 
week Sy said, and while no one 
is certain of the amount of corn 
carryover from 2018 still in 
storage, the consensus is there 
remains a lot of corn that is not 
moving toward the market.

According to Sy, other fac-
tors are at play in corn pricing 
beyond the delayed planting 
and anticipated short harvest.

“We are still needing corn 
for livestock feed,” he said.

Part of that demand is in re-
sponse to a swine flu outbreak 
in China that has resulted in the 
extermination of millions of 
pigs. China, he said, will need 
to replace that protein source 
to feed the population and the 
United States is one supplier, 
but so is Canada, Mexico and 
Argentina. 

Regardless of where China 
buys the pork, those animals 
need corn for feed.

While the demand for corn-
based ethanol as a gas additive 
remains flat, the marketing 
board is looking at ways to spur 
that option for corn use. Sy an-
ticipates the need for ethanol 
to grow since E-15 blend has 
been approved for year round 
use rather than as a winter only 
fuel. He said petroleum refin-
ers and auto manufactures are 
working with the corn market-
ing board to bring a steady sup-
ply of 35 percent ethanol blend 
into production.

“Things are falling in line,” 
said Sy. “There’s going to be a 
need. We just have to get over 
these weather problems.”

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Molten rocks
7. More (Spanish)
10. Artists’ workrooms
12. Radiant light around an 
object
13. More threadbare
14. Moses’ elder brother
15. Become aware of
16. Exclamation of relief
17. Swiss river
18. Mimics
19. Colored fabric
21. A bunch of bills
22. Despised
27. “Today’s” Roker
28. “Twilight Zone” host
33. Three-toed sloth
34. Actor
36. Lawyer’s organization
37. Maldives capital
38. In bed
39. Wedgelike metal fastener
40. Winglike structures
41. Mesoamerican resin
44. Glasses
45. Green
48. Large South American 
burrowing rodent
49. Shoulder blades
50. Noah’s boat
51. A female ogre
 

 CLUES DOWN
 1. Unkind
 2. Vestments

3. A derisive remark
4. Japanese apricot
5. They __
6. Soviet Socialists
Republics
7. Arad river
8. Lined up one beside 
another
9. Diego, Francisco or 
Anselmo
10. One who analyzes metals
11. To that place
12. Expressed pleasure
14. Fills with horror

17. Find a sum
18. Cognizant
20. Female making 
debut in society
23. Members of U.S. 
Navy
24. A group of three
25. And, Latin
26. Fall back time
29. What was that?
30. Inches per minute 
(abbr.)
31. American/Canadian 
falls

CROSSWORD

32. North Palestine region
35. Bird beak
36. Manila hemp
38. Smart
40. Three-banded 
armadillo
41. Short cloak
42. Scops owl genus
43. 100 = 1 afghani
44. A health resort
45. Equal, prefix
46. Microgram
47. Make imperfect

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

from loved ones, it is hard to 
lose them, so why wait until 
it is too late to be forgiving? 
I have heard the statement at 
so many funeral visitations 
or services when people tell 
each other, “We have to quit 
meeting like this and find a 
time to get together when 
we’re not at a funeral.” Yet, 
we quietly move on without 
making those plans, until the 
next funeral and it starts all 
over again.

Experiencing such loss 
can take a toll on people, and 
we all endure it differently. 
Loss can come from many 
sources such as loss of a pet, 
divorce, loss of a job, or the 
loss of a home one owns or 
rents because of job loss. Life 
experiences can bring about 
stress like we find in death or 
other types of loss can begin 
to take a toll. 

It is important to talk with 
someone – a friend, a loved 
one or even a pastor – and 
share feelings. This helps to 
work through that grief and 

can be a way for others, who 
are trained professionals, 
to recognize when a person 
might need further help. Help 
is available in many forms but 
it takes talking to reach that 
point when a person makes 
that realization.

A good relationship to hold 
onto is the one with your 
loving, caring, providing God. 
He is the one who will see you 
through any difficulty that you 
might face. He wants you to 
stop by home (church) once in 
a while just to say hello. 

Being in worship with 
other believers is a great way 
to keep in touch. Jesus knew 
all there was to know while 
he ministered on Earth, yet, 
he was in the synagogue on 
the Sabbath to hear the word 
of God read and to hear the 
prayers of the people. Loss is 
a part of life. Enjoy this life 
while you can. 

Be blessed, be a blessing 
and be the church.

(Mark Parkinson is pastor 
of the First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). Email 
him at markparkinson1@
gmail.com.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE – The Vermil-
ion County Museum Soci-
ety is accepting quilted items 
from now until June 21 for the 
37th Annual Midwest Heri-
tage Quilt Show sponsored by 
Threads of Time Creative Sew-
ing & Retreat Center, Danville.

Entries will be exhibited at 
the museum during July. Rib-
bons will be awarded in 16 
categories: bed quilts, which 
can be baby, child, kit, em-
broidered, pieced, appliqué, 
appliqué/pieced and antique 
defined as quilts finished prior 
to 1919; lap quilts (not for use 
on a bed or as a wall hanging); 
wall hangings (must have per-

manent or temporary 3” sleeve 
attached); miniature; house-
hold; novelties; clothing/purs-
es; pillows; and unquilted tops. 

A fee accompanies each en-
try. The $6 fee includes a cri-
tique of the piece. No critique 
accompanies the $3 fee.

Participants may enter a 
maximum of two quilted items. 
Items entered in the 2018 com-
petition are ineligible. 

Bring quilts to the muse-
um 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday. Entry forms 
may be filled out when bring-
ing in the quilt or downloaded 
from www.vermilioncounty-
museum.org. More informa-
tion about the quilt show is 
also available on the website.  

Quilts sought for 2019 
Midwest Heritage show

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – The following Shi-
loh Elementary students were 
recognized for achievements 
as the school came to a close 
for the year

Third grade:
Sawyer Anderson, Acceler-

ated Reader award; high honor 
roll

Seth Anderson, Accelerated 
Reader award; high honor roll

Gabriela Beaty, honor roll
Allison Behiter, Accelerated 

Reader award; honor roll

Haylee Buckler, 75-points 
Accelerated Reader; honor roll

Kalvin Budd, Accelerated 
Reader award; honor roll

Dakovanie Donithan, 
Top of the Class Accelerated 
Reader Award; 100-points 
Accelerated Reader; citizen-
ship award; high honor roll; 
athletic award

Jeremiah Elliott, Accelerated 
Reader award; honor roll

Avery Grise, Accelerated 
Reader award; citizenship 
award; honor roll

Wes Harbaugh, Accelerated 

Reader award; honor roll
Kayden Johnson, Accelerat-

ed Reader award; honor roll
Kaylnn Key, Top of the Class 

Accelerated Reader Award; cit-
izenship award; honor roll

Robert Kirkman, 50-points 
Accelerated Reader; high hon-
or roll

Christopher Knifley, honor 
roll

Jerry Knifley, honor roll
Wyatt McClain, 50-points 

Accelerated Reader; citizen-
ship award; honor roll

Hailey Queen, Accelerated 

Reader award
Hunter Reese, 75-points Ac-

celerated Reader; honor roll; 
perfect attendance

Chase Rhode, 50-points Ac-
celerated Reader; high honor 
roll

Ella Sallee, honor roll; ath-
letic award

Kaydance Shear, honor roll
Brayton St. Clair, Accelerat-

ed Reader award
Devon Wright, 75-points 

Accelerated Reader; citizen-
ship award; high honor roll

Fourth Grade:

Shiloh Elementary school presents year-end awards to students
Wyatt Ash, high honor roll
Ali Cash, Top of the school 

Accelerated Reader; Top of 
the Class Accelerated Reader; 
350-points Accelerated Read-
er.

Ella Bennett, honor roll
Ellie Brown, 75-point Accel-

erated Reader
Keisha Budd, honor roll
Ali Cash, high honor roll
Ahlyssa Garwood, high hon-

or roll; 100-point Accelerated 
Reader

Grady Hillyer, high hon-
or roll; 75-point Accelerated 
Reader; citizenship award

Eyan Keys, honor roll
FallynMcCasland, honor 

roll
Kyrstin Michael, honor roll
Vlyden Nichols, honor roll
Isaiah Postlewait, honor roll
Emily Powell, 75-point Ac-

celerated Reader
Nicholas Powell, honor roll
Nathan Queen, honor roll, 

100-point Accelerated Reader
Taylor Rardin, honor roll, 

100-point Accelerated Reader
Garyson Raynor, honor roll
Payton Scott, honor roll, 

100-point Accelerated Reader
Trevier Trotter, honor roll, 

100-point Accelerated Reader
Taylor Williams, high hon-

or roll, 100-point Accelerated 
Reader; citizenship award

Judd Wolfe, high honor roll, 
100-point Accelerated Reader

Addison Wright, honor roll, 
200-point Accelerated Reader

Fifth grade:
Gracie Baugh, athletic 

award, honor roll       
Reegan Boothe, athletic 

award; 100-point Accelerated 
Reader, honor roll       

Kennedy Brown, 100-point 
Accelerated Reader; high hon-
or roll

Adysen Colvin, honor roll       
Nevaeh Helton, 100-point 

Accelerated Reader
Clay Kibler, athletic award
Maggie Milburn, 100-point 

Accelerated Reader, honor roll       
Kendra Morfey, 100-point 

Accelerated Reader, Top of the 
Class Accelerated Reader

Peyton Riley, 100-point Ac-
celerated Reader, honor roll, 
citizenship award       

Brooklyn Tharp, honor roll       
Brylee Wallen, honor roll       
Eain White, 100-point Ac-

celerated Reader
Hennessey White, honor 

roll       
Easton Wilson, 100-point 

Accelerated Reader, honor roll, 
citizenship award

Area students graduate 
from Northern Illinois
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DEKALB – Some area stu-
dents received degrees from 
Northern Illinois University 
during the May 11 and May 
12 commencement exercises. 

Earning degrees were: 

Chad Baker, Kansas, Master 
of  Business Administration; 
John Getche, Kansas, Bache-
lor of Science in Education, 
physical eduction; Danessa 
Carter, Ashmore, Doctor of 
Philosophy, counselor educa-
tion and supervision.
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BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois’ 
dioceses have condemned the 
General Assembly’s passage of 
an abortion repeal-and-replace 
measure headed for the gover-
nor’s desk.

Both chambers approved 
the Reproductive Health Act, 
which proponents and oppo-
nents agree will be the most 
liberal reproductive health care 
law in the nation, during the 
final days of the legislative ses-
sion.

Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker said in a statement he will 
sign the bill.

 “In Illinois, we trust women 
to make the most personal and 
fundamental decisions of their 
lives — and now, that will be 
the law of the land, even as it’s 
under threat in other states,” 
Pritzker said.

But Cardinal Blase Cupich, 
head of Chicago’s archdiocese, 
said in a statement Saturday 
that the act’s passage, “marks a 
sad moment in our history as a 
state.”

“We have worked to make 
the case for a consistent ap-
proach to human dignity in 
Illinois and will continue to 
do so even as elected officials 
single out unborn persons for 
particular disregard,” he said. “It 
remains our hope that Illinois 
will eventually distinguish itself 
as a safe place that welcomes 
not only those seeking a new 
life or second chance, but also 
the most vulnerable among us 
who deserve a chance at life.” 

  
STATEMENT OF THE ARCHDIO-
CESE OF CHICAGO

The passage of Senate Bill 

25, eliminating even the min-
imal limitations on abortions 
under previous law marks a 
sad moment in our history as 
a State. We have worked to 
make the case for a consistent 
approach to human dignity in 
Illinois and will continue to 
do so even as elected officials 
single out unborn persons for 
particular disregard. It remains 
our hope that Illinois will even-
tually distinguish itself as a safe 
place that welcomes not only 
those seeking a new life or sec-
ond chance, but also the most 
vulnerable among us who de-
serve a chance at life.

We are resolved to let wom-
en and families in the Chicago 
area know they have alterna-
tives to abortion. We will con-
tinue to provide help during 
their pregnancies and through-
out their journey as parents. 
Our ministry in Cook and 
Lake Counties has taught us 
that when teenagers in under-
served communities experi-
ence an unplanned pregnancy 
without proper support, the 
consequences for the health 
and well-being of mother and 
child can be grim. 

But, we have also seen that 
a brighter outcome is possi-
ble when support is provided. 
Catholic Charities and its part-
ners serve hundreds of young 
women and developing fam-
ilies every year. They nurture 
the mother and therefore the 
baby by providing classes in 
health and child development. 
They encourage the new fam-
ilies toward independence by 
providing childcare and mak-
ing referrals for education, 
housing and employment. 

As a young woman, served 
by a Catholic agency said, “It 
was like a second family when 
I came here. My Doula took 
me to doctors’ appointments, 
explaining what all the papers 

and procedures meant, how 
my baby was developing, the 
changes my body was going 
through and how to eat and ex-
ercise to stay healthy.” 

Today, her son is thriving in 
the organization’s early child-
hood program and its family 
support program helps her stay 
on track with personal goals. 
She will begin a bachelor’s 
degree program this summer. 
With loving encouragement, 
she has turned stressful circum-
stances into a positive, hopeful 
future for herself and her son. 

Women have a real choice 
when they are given the sup-
port they need to bring their 
children into the world and 
parent them, supported by a 
society that truly values them. 
We will give that support to all 
who seek it in the hope that by 
offering them a choice, we will 
build stronger families and a 
better Illinois. 

 
STATEMENT OF THE DIOCESE OF 
JOLIET 

The misnamed “Reproduc-
tive Health Act”, Senate Bill 25, 
is a horrific piece of legislation 
that will lead to more children 
dying through the violent act of 
abortion, even at a point when 
they are able to survive outside 
the womb. Science indicates 
that life begins at conception, 
and to deny the life of certain 
human beings at young ages is 
an attack on human rights. No 
person’s life should be in jeop-
ardy simply based upon his or 
her age. Only in the womb do 
our laws allow some humans 
to be accorded the full rights of 
personhood and some not. 

Additionally, this legislation 
is not in the best interest of 
women as it removes abortion 
clinics from regulations for se-
rious medical procedures. The 
Church is committed to up-
holding the dignity of women 
but does not believe that abor-
tion is a solution when chal-
lenging situations arise. Rath-
er, working towards a society 
where both mother and child 
are cared for is the true path of 
justice and compassion.

I am aware that some of the 
legislators who voted in favor 
of this legislation believe that it 
violates their own conscience. 
Yet, for them party loyalty, 
even on such a weighty moral 
issue, has seemingly trumped 
conscience.

Abortion is an illogical and 
inconsistent policy for anyone 
who stands for human rights. 
To allow one person to decide 
whether another person lives 
or dies is even more capricious 
than the death penalty or war. 

Ironically. as Illinois expands 
the legal and even constitution-
al right to abortion, many of its 
neighboring states have moved 
to restrict abortion. Clearly, we 
are a divided society on this 
issue. The Catholic Church 
stakes its position on the ulti-
mate belief that God creates ev-
ery human person and endows 
each of them with the right to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.

 
STATEMENT OF THE DIOCESE OF 
ROCKFORD

Today is a dark day in the 
history of the State of Illinois. 

With today’s vote by the 
Illinois Senate to approve the 
horribly misnamed Repro-
ductiveHealth Act, that body 
has declared that abortion in 
Illinois is a fundamental right. 
This legislation strips the un-
born of any protection or rights 
under the law, and demon-
strates a grievous disregard for 
the care and human solidarity 
we owe to the most vulnerable 
among us. 

This legislation disregards 
the advances of science that 
demonstrate the development 
and the shared humanity of 
unborn children. In the face of 
this reality, our State will allow 
abortion at any time during the 
9 months of pregnancy for any 
reason. It also mandates the 
cooperation of those who sup-
port the gift of life by requiring 
all insurance plans subject to 
regulation by the State of Illi-
nois to cover abortion services. 

This action takes us one step 
further down the path which 
devalues our shared humanity 
and the dignity we bear as hu-
man beings from our creation. 
The State of Illinois and we as 
its citizens are better than this. 

I thank all who have called, 
written or visited their legisla-
tors to express opposition to 
this terribly misguided legisla-
tion. I urge that we continue to 
pray, to lobby and most espe-
cially to teach our children, the 
next generation, that respect 
for the right to life must be re-
built and reclaimed in the years 
to come.

 
 STATEMENT OF THE DIOCESE OF 
SPRINGFIELD 

"I condemn the gravely im-
moral action of the Illinois 
House of Representatives in 
passing Senate Bill 25, labeled 
with a highly misleading title as 
the ‘Reproductive Health Act,’ 
purporting to declare abortion 
a fundamental right. 

“Christians have rejected 
the practice of abortion from 
the earliest days of the Church. 
Children are a gift from God, 
no matter the circumstances 
of their conception. They not 
only have a right to life, but we 
as a society have a moral obli-
gation to protect them from 
harm. Legislation that deprives 
children of legal protection be-
fore they are born, allowing for 
the murder of children at any 
stage in the womb, even up to 
the moment of birth, is evil. 

“I pray for our state legisla-
tors, entrusting them especial-
ly to the intercession of Saint 
Thomas More, a public servant 
who preferred to die at the 
hands of civil authorities rath-
er than abandon Christ and 
the Church. May we also keep 
unborn babies and newborn 
infants, as well as all mothers, 
in our prayers and work to im-
prove the dignity and quality of 
life of all people, especially the 
most vulnerable.”

Catholic leaders denounce bill’s passage
Dioceses are united 
against Reproductive 
Health Act

BY JERRY NOWICKI
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
lawmakers will get their first 
pay raises since 2008 after 
the House chose not to con-
cur with a Senate action that 
would have prevented the sal-
ary increases. 

Lawmakers earn base sala-
ries of $67,836, a rate which 
would rise by more than 
$1,600 July 1 once statuto-
ry cost of living increases are 
applied. They also receive per 
diem reimbursements and 
some receive added pay rang-
ing from $10,326 to $27,477 
per year for committee chair 
and leadership positions. 

Since 1990, Illinois law al-
lowed lawmakers a cost of liv-
ing increase of about 2.4 per-
cent each year, but in the past 
decade it has become routine 
for each chamber to adopt 
language prohibiting those in-
creases from taking effect. 

Language that would have 
stayed the raises this year was 
not included in budget imple-
mentation legislation as it has 
been in years past. Senate Re-
publicans questioned the ab-
sence of the language when the 
budget bills passed late May 31 
into June 1, and that chamber 
rushed to pass a measure pre-
venting the increases. 

That measure, House Bill 
837, passed unanimously and 
went to the House, where 
sponsorship was transferred 
to Rep. Thaddeus Jones, a Cal-
umet City Democrat. He filed 
a non-concur motion, and the 
House never took the final 
vote that would have prevent-
ed the pay increases. 

A Sunday call to Jones was 
not returned by Tuesday. 

Some House Republicans, 
such as David McSweeney 
of Barrington Hills and Tim 

Lawmaker salaries to 
increase by about $1,600

Butler of Springfield, used 
their social media feeds to 
argue against the raises and 
encourage Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker to use an amendatory 
veto to add language block-
ing pay raises. 

“Illinois citizens are sick 
and tired of secret insider 
budget deals that enrich 
Springfield politicians at 
the expense of taxpayers,” 
McSweeney said. 

But Pritzker told Chi-
cago media Tuesday he 
would sign the budget as 
is — even without the add-
ed language to prevent pay 
increases — echoing com-
ments he made upon the 
Legislature’s adjournment 
Sunday. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Sen. Dale Righter, R-Mat-
toon, speaks Sunday at 
the Capitol in Springfield 
during discussion about a 
bill making permanent the 
state’s medical marijua-
na legalization program. 
Early Saturday, Righter was 
among those who suc-
cessfully lobbied to have 
legislative pay increases 
stricken from the bud-
get. But when the House 
adjourned later Saturday, 
it failed to vote on the 
amendment.
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TO PLACE AN AD:
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CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

AUCTION! AUCTION!
Sunday, June 30 @ Noon IL time

Multi-Consignor Auction
Furniture, Household, Collectibles, Antiques & More

Live & Online Bidding! 
Click “Online Bidding” at calliebaberauction.com

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

COMING SOON! Mary E. Owen Trust Online Only Auction  
Tuscola, IL - Dates & Times TBA

American Legion 
Paris Post 211

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Monday, June 17, 2019

7:00 p.m.

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. 
New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
call 217-504-3985

Power washing
Painting
Landscaping
Mulching
Trimming
FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  
Twice as nice for half the price! 
Insured. 
Free Estimates.  
Call 217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured.
Free estimates.
217-251-1800

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electron-
ics, baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

GARAGE SALE
21512 E 400th Rd, Paris
Fri. June 7, 3pm-6pm
Sat., June 8, 8am-1pm
Clothes, boys 8-18,12-14 Husky, 
girls 6-8, Women’s plus sizes, 
lots of shoes all sizes, baseball 
gear, baby exersaucer, toys, 
books, interior doors, saddles, 
Tupperware, coffee mugs, 
concrete steps, lots of misc.
Rain or shine.
NRFA.

TODAY-GARAGE SALE
205 S. Eads Ave, Saturday June 
8, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm.
Clean, organized and priced to 
sell. Always plenty of desirable 
items; new, old & everything in 
between. Don’t miss out on one 
of the best. It is a super duper 
sale. Canceled if rain

508 E Lincoln St, Paris
Fri., June 7, 9am-3pm
Sat., June 8, 9am-2pm
Misc women’s clothing, 
children’s clothing, old cookie 
jars, home decor, some wood 
crafts, lots of misc.

First Christian Church
Relay For Life Team
201 S. Main St., Paris
Fri., June 7, 2pm-5pm
Sat., June 8, 9am-12pm
Multiple items from multiple 
families.  Too many to list!

704 Michigan Ave., Paris
Fri., June 7, 8am-4pm
Sat., June 8, 8am-12pm
Adult and childrens clothing, 
TV, Xbox, games, blender, lamp, 
shoes, decorations, sports 
decor, Lots of misc.
NRFA - NO Early Sales

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL SALE 
711 S Main St., Paris
(inside - use North drive up door)
Sat., 6/8, 9-noon
Lots of Furniture, Clothing, 
Knick-Knacks,   Misc., Etc.

Hancock 5 Family Garage Sale
105 McArthur, Paris
Fri, June 7, 8am-4pm
Sat., June 8, 8am-12pm
Cleaned Mom’s closets - clothes 
priced to sell.  Linens, bicycle, 
toys, carpet, rugs, baseball 
decor, apple decor, Longaberger 
baskets, picnic table, microwave 
and much more!

Garage Sale
106 E. Elliot St., Paris
Fri., June 7, 8am-5pm
Sat., June 8, 8am-5pm
Clothing, household,
 Mom’s 60 years of collecting 
stuff and junk.

Garage Sale
513 Ten Broeck, Paris
Fri., June 7, 9am-3pm
Sat., June 8, 9am-3pm
Clothing, household goods, nice 
bicycle, telescope, art supplies, 
lots of misc.

607 Marshall St., Paris
Fri., June 7, 8am-5pm
Sat., June 8, 8am-5pm
A lot of everything! 
 A lot of Harley Davidson clothes 
and jackets (most 3X)!

YARD SALE
712 Water St., Paris
Sat., June 8, 8am-1pm
A little bit of everything!

1215 Tucker Beach Rd, Paris
Sat., June 8, 8am-3pm
Junior, men and women’s 
clothing, girls NB-6T, shoes, 
baby item, Michael Kors, 
Thirty-one, toys, double stroller, 
wagon.

3 Crestview Dr., Paris
Sat., June 8, 8am-12pm
Lots of boy clothes all sizes, 
men and women clothes name 
brand, shoes and household 
items.

Garage Sale
407 Milton St., Paris
Fri., June 7, 10am-5pm
Sat., June 8, 9am-2pm

3 Curry Drive, Paris
Sat., June 8, 8am-??
Household items, decorations, 
knick-knacks, men’s and 
women’s clothing, other misc 
items.

Garage Sale
1008 N Central Ave, Paris
Fri., June 7, 8am-5pm
Sat., June 8, 8am-5pm
Sun., June 9, 8am-5pm
General items, lots of 
everything!

711 West Madison, Paris
Fri., June 14, 8am-?
Sat., June 15, 8am-?
Furniture, tools, clothes, etc.

RIDGEFARM 
TOWN WIDE YARD SALE
This Saturday, June 8th
8:00 am - ?

ANNUAL EDGAR CO HUMANE 
ASS’N GARAGE SALE
Friday, June 21, 8am -5pm
Saturday, June 22, 8am. - 12pm
Donations will be accepted at 
the Fairgrounds Art Hall on 
June 19 & 20th from 10:00 
am - 5:00 pm. Questions? call 
217-494-5313

129 E. Washington St., Paris
Fri., June 14, 8am-5pm
Sat., June 15, 8am-1pm
Selling: Home decor, 
kitchenware, 
clothing sizes xs, s m, xl. 
Shoes sizes 6, 7, 8
Furniture, etc!
*Cancelled if Rain

794 E. Court St., Paris
Fri., June 14, 4-6:30pm
Sat., June 15, 8:30am-12pm
House/holiday decor, 
kitchenware, chair cushions, 
boy clothes to sz 6, toys, 
really nice juniors, 
ladies and men’s clothes, 
shoes, boots (some new or 
barely worn),
 XL men’s leather duster, 
jewelry, misc. 
Erwin & Sturgell.

Garage Sale
1707 S Jefferson St, Paris
Fri., June 7, 9am-5pm
Sat., June 8, 9am-3pm
Several Families! 
Lots of women’s and 
girls clothing. 
Day bed, Household items. 
Lots of misc.

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR. BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. 
FAA APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 Bdrm, 2 car garage
$425 mo, + $425 deposit. 
1 yr lease
No pets.
Call 386-337-2873
or 407-754-5300

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, 
No pets
Adults
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

HOUSE FOR RENT
1 bedrm, central air &
 appliances included
no pets, no smoking 
$500/mo, 
$500/deposit.
call 812-230-2549

2 lot building site
(98’ x 147’)
Water meter on site, 
quiet street
1609 S. Michigan St.
$5,000
Ph. 217-465-4424

406 1/2 E. Lincoln St.
1/2 lot building site, 
sewer & water taps on site.  
2 car Bullock garage &
 1 1/2 car garage.
Reduced to $12,000
Ph. 217-465-4424

617 Browning St., 
Building site (88’ x 200’). 
Edge of town. 
Outside city limits.
$5,000
Ph. 217-465-4424

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 
1 and 2 BR apts.  
Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 1 Bedroom apt.
$525/mo + Deposit.
Call 217-466-8210

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled - it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 
1-844-294-2531

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign
 Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

NEED LEGAL HELP? 
Get a FREE referral to an 
attorney! 
Call the Illinois State Bar 
Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder The advice you need 
877-270-3855 or 
htps:/www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

HAULING
Just about anything laying 
around you don’t want.
 In shed, garage, barn, 
basement. 
Even garden lawn equipment.  
Weather no problem. 
Call me anytime at 
217-218-8801

WANT TO RENT
beginning the end of 
August/early September. 
4 or 5 bedroom house in Paris 
School District. 
Prefer country.
contact 217-712-0660

Like new jazzy power chair. 
2 new batteries. can deliver. 
$350.00, 
call 217-948-0251

2010 Dutchman Camper 
For Sale
26 ft. with tipout
Excellent condition, 
very clean
123 E Dole Street
217-264-2918

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, liens 
& audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. 
Call 855-849-6790

NEED NEW FLOORING?  
Call Empire Today(r) to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 844-220-6034

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, 

PARIS, ILLINOIS - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARY ANN BROWN,
Deceased

No. 2019-P-27

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
MARY ANN BROWN, of Paris, 
Illinois.  Letters of office were 
issued on May 17, 2019, to 
ROBERTA J. MATTINGLY, 1227 
N High St, Paris, IL 61944, whose 
attorney is RICHARD L. JAMES, 
328 N Central, P O Box 820, 
Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at Edgar County, 
Paris, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before November 26, 2019, and 
any claims not filed within that 
period are barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 

been filed.

DATED: May 22, 2019

ROBERTA J. MATTINGLY
Representative

By:   RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney
#1323156
RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney at Law
328 N Central 
P O Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone No. 217/465-2529 
rlj@rjameslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY,

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.

THE HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF MARY VIRGINIA COLTER, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-38

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
OF PROPERTY

A. Legal Description of Property 
to be sold:
Lot No. 209 in the Commercial 
Club addition to the city of Paris.
PREIN: 09-18-12-181-003

B. Common Address of Property 
to be sold:
1408 Ten Broeck Street, Paris, 
Illinois

C. Location of Sale:
2nd Floor, Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.

D. Date and Time of Sale: July 1, 
2019 at 11:00 A.M.

E. Terms of Sale:
10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale 
and closing.

F. Contact for further informa-
tion and inspection of property: 
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN & KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

G. Description of improvements 
on subject property: None

FRUIN & KASH
129 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on May 24, 2019 a certifi-
cate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

CARDINAL LOT CLEANING & 
MAINTENANCE

Located at : 10872 N 1545th St, 
Paris, IL 61944

Owner(s): Joe Scheiner
Dated: May 24, 2019
August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

In the Circuit Court of Edgar 
County, Chancery Division

State Farm Bank, F.S.B, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
Unknown Heirs and Legatees 
of Tania M. Wycoff, et. al., 
Defendants. 

No. 19-CH-13.

Notice to Heirs and Legatees. 
Notice is hereby given to you, 
the Unknown Heirs and Unknown 
Legatees of the decedent, Tania 
M. Wycoff that on May 16, 2019 an 
order was entered by the Court, 
naming Matt Myrick, Edgar 
County Public Administrator, 
P.O. Box 63, Fairmount, Illinois 
61841, Tel. No. (217) 304-2960, 
as the Special Representative 

of the above named decedent 
under 735 ILCS 13-209 (Death 
of a Party). The cause of action 
for the Foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage upon the premises 
commonly known as: 612 Elm 
St., Paris, IL 61944.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes
Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. 
C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or the 
Company) hereby gives notice 
to the public that on May 31, 
2019, it filed with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission 
(Commission) proposed chang-
es in its rates and charges for 
approved Energy Efficiency and 
Demand-Response Measures 
(EDR) throughout its territory 
in Illinois pursuant to its Rider 
Energy Efficiency and Demand 
Response Investment (Rider EE) 
tariff in Docket No. 19-0632.  The 
changes to Rider EE are applica-
ble to Ameren Illinois Rate Zones 
I, II and III. 
A copy of the proposed change 
in schedule may be inspected at 
the Ameren Illinois offices at 300 
Liberty Street, Peoria, Illinois 
or online at www.icc.illinois.
gov/e-docket/.
Customers should be advised 
that the Commission may alter 
or otherwise amend the rates 
or conditions of service after 
hearings are held pursuant to 
83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 200, 
and may increase or decrease 
individual rates in amounts other 
than those requested by Ameren 
Illinois.
All parties interested in this 
matter may obtain information 
with respect thereto either di-
rectly from Ameren Illinois or by 
addressing the Chief Clerk of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission, 
527 East Capitol Avenue, 
Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes
Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. 
C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois hereby gives no-
tice to the public that on May 31, 
2019, it has filed with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission (“ICC” 
or “Commission”) its evidence 
(direct testimony) regarding the 
reconciliation of revenues collec-
tion from its electric customers 
under the Company’s Riders CGR 
(Customer Generation Rebate) 
and CGC (Customer Generation 
Charge), to affirm the accuracy 
and prudence of CGR and CGC 
for the reconciliation period 
January 1, 2018 to December 31, 
2018 and projected expenses for 
2019.  This reconciliation may re-
sult in changes to the Company’s 
rates and charges with respect 
to electric delivery services 
throughout the Company’s ter-
ritories in Illinois.  The changes 
in rates and charges will take 
effect after hearings and after 
the Commission issues its final 
Order.

The Commission docketed the 
filing as Docket No. 19-0631. 
A copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this 
matter may obtain information 
with respect thereto either di-
rectly from Ameren Illinois or by 
addressing the Chief Clerk of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission, 
527 East Capitol Avenue, 
Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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BRIEFLY

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker signed a new, $40.1 
billion state budget bill into 
law Wednesday, June 5, along 
with bills to fund a long-range 
capital improvements plan and 
a bill that would establish a 
new, multi-bracket income tax 
structure in Illinois, provided 
voters approve a constitutional 
amendment allowing it in the 
2020 elections.

He also signed a bill that 
would establish a system of 
graduated income tax rates to 
take effect in 2021, provided 
that Illinois voters approve a 
constitutional amendment in 
November 2020 to allow such 
a tax system.

The budget bill, Senate Bill 
262, adds about $1.14 billion 
in new spending during the 
fiscal year that begins July 1. It 
passed the General Assembly 
over the weekend with broad 
bipartisan support, but it came 
about only after weeks of con-

tentious negotiations between 
legislative Democrats and Re-
publicans.

“Just a few years ago, simply 
passing a budget was consid-
ered nearly impossible. And for 
years before that, the budget 
included gimmicks and tricks, 
and was balanced in name 
only,” Pritzker said during a 
bill-signing ceremony at the 
Thompson Center in Chicago. 
“Those days are over. That this 
budget is balanced and biparti-
san demonstrates just how far 
we have come.”

Some of the highlights of the 
budget, according to the gov-
ernor’s office, include an $80 
million increase in funding for 
the troubled Department of 
Children and Family Services 
to hire additional staff and to 
increase reimbursement rates 
paid to social service providers 
who work on contract with the 
agency.

It also includes $107 mil-
lion in additional funding for 
the Department of Human 

Services to increase reimburse-
ment rates for people and agen-
cies that provide home and 
community-based services for 
the elderly and disabled.

K-12 and higher education 
will also see funding increas-
es next year, with more than 
$378 million in new funding 
going to public schools and 
another $66.7 million in addi-
tional base funding for public 
universities and community 
colleges.

The budget plan also in-
cludes a full payment into the 
state’s pension systems. And 
it adds $410 million to the 
current fiscal year’s budget to 
cover costs associated with 
unpaid union contract obliga-
tions dating back to fiscal year 
2016.

That new spending was 
made possible by passage of a 
revenue bill, Senate Bill 689, 
that levies a new tax on the 
private insurance companies 
that administer the state’s Med-
icaid program. Money from 

that assessment will be used to 
draw down additional federal 
matching funds, thus freeing 
up about $530 million in state 
general revenues to be used for 
other purposes.

The revenue bill also calls for 
bringing in additional corpo-
rate income tax revenue by de-
coupling a portion of the state 
tax code from federal tax law. 
That provision deals specifical-
ly with multinational corpora-
tions that repatriate assets and 
cash from offshore accounts 
back to the United States.

The capital improvements 
bill, meanwhile, calls for 
spending an additional $45 
billion over the next several 
years repairing and enhancing 
the state’s roads, bridges and 
public transit systems as well 
as K-12 and higher education 
campuses, public health clinics 
and a number of other public 
facilities.

At the bill signing ceremony, 
Pritzker was surrounded by a 
number of Democratic leaders 

in the General Assembly who 
were key to pushing the pack-
age through the House and 
Senate.

But House Republican 
Leader Jim Durkin, of Western 
Springs, issued a statement say-
ing he believes the additional 
graduated income tax proposal 
is unnecessary.

“For two years in a row, Re-
publicans and Democrats have 
proven that we can balance the 
state's budget with no new tax-
es on Illinois families,” Durkin 
said in a statement released 
Wednesday afternoon. “How-
ever, the graduated tax rates 
signed into law today are sim-
ply the next step to giving Illi-
nois Democrats a blank check 
for uncontrolled spending for 
years to come. Illinois families 
should remain very wary on 
the rates that are being ‘prom-
ised’ today – as Democrats will 
continue to come back, year af-
ter year, and pickpocket more 
money from Illinois families 
and businesses.”

Cubs-Cards to 
play in London on 
June 13-14, 2020

NEW YORK (AP) — Ma-
jor League Baseball has 
announced the two-game 
series in London between 
the Chicago Cubs and St. 
Louis Cardinals at West Ham’s 
Olympic Stadium on June 
13-14, 2020.

The New York Yankees 
and the Boston Red Sox are 
scheduled to meet in Major 
League Baseball’s first games 
in Europe, at Olympic Stadium 
this June 29-30.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan 
says in a statement Friday, 
“this is yet more evidence that 
London is open to hosting the 
biggest and best sports teams 
from around the world.”

Illinois hosts 
summit to help 
former inmates 
reintegrate

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — An 
event aimed at helping former 
inmates reintegrate has 
drawn hundreds of people in 
Springfield.

Several state agencies host-
ed an expo earlier this week at 
the Illinois State Fairgrounds. 
Some of the services included 
a free haircut, free health 
screenings and tips on how to 
open a bank account and pur-
sue new professional licenses. 
It is called the Summit of Hope.

Illinois Department of Cor-
rections Acting Director Rob 
Jeffreys says the goal is to end 
the cycle of incarceration.

The agency holds several 
similar events across the state.

Another is scheduled for 
June 19 in Maywood.

Openings 
expected next 
week in Chinese 
scholar slaying 
trial

PEORIA, Ill. (AP) — A judge at 
the trial of a former University 
of Illinois student charged with 
killing a visiting Chinese scholar 
says lawyers should be ready to 
deliver opening statements by 
the middle of next week.

Thursday is the fourth day 
of jury selection at Brendt 
Christensen’s trial in Peoria.

Champaign’s News-Gazette 
cites U.S. District Judge James 
Shadid as saying the final 
selection of 12 jurors and six al-
ternates could happen Monday, 
with openings on Wednesday.

Christensen pleaded not 
guilty to charges he tricked or 
forced 26-year-old Yingying 
Zhang into his car off campus 
in 2017, then tortured and killed 
her.

Prosecutors informed Shad-
id they’ll need eight days for 
their presentation. Early, they’d 
said two weeks.

Evidence they intend to 
present includes a baseball bat 
and apparent blood stains in 
Christensen’s apartment.

State board:  
Judge engaged 
in inappropriate 
sexual behavior

CHICAGO (AP) — A state 
judicial board is alleging that 
a Cook County judge tried 
to kiss a police officer, made 
unwanted sexual advances 
toward a court reporter and 
made inappropriate sexual 
comments about a prose-
cutor.

The Chicago Tribune 
reports the Judicial Board 
alleges Judge Mauricio 
Araujo’s engaged in a pattern 
of harassing behavior toward 
women in his official judicial 
capacity as a judge between 
the spring of 2012 and the fall 
of last year.

The board that oversees 
judges has asked the Illinois 
Courts Commission take 
appropriate action against 
the judge who it contends has 
brought, “the judicial office 
into disrepute.”

Budget, revenue bills signed
Capitol improvement bill and provisional tax graduated income tax rate bill also signed

BY CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS STAFF
news@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — After four years 
of fiscal austerity and the pro-business, 
anti-union agenda of former Republican 
Gov. Bruce Rauner, Illinois lawmakers 
took a sharp turn to the left during the 
just-completed legislative session, pass-
ing a budget with more than $1 billion 
in new spending and a host of new, more 
liberal social policies.

Those social policies include raising 
the minimum wage to $15 an hour by 
2025, legalizing recreational marijua-
na and sports gambling and declaring 
access to reproductive health services, 
including abortion, a fundamental right.

“This one has been unlike any I’ve 
ever served in,” Rep. Michael Zalewski, 
a Democrat from Riverside, said during 
an interview in the final days of the ses-
sion. “Both in action and the substance 
of the issues, and the importance of the 
issues, this has been the craziest session 
I’ve ever been a part of.”

Although many of the initiatives en-
acted this session were debated for years 
in Illinois, most observers credit first-
year Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker for 
pushing them through. But Pritzker also 
had help from Democratic supermajor-
ities in both chambers of the General 
Assembly – majorities that resulted from 
a wave in the 2018 election that changed 
the course of Illinois politics.

Following is a summary of the major 
legislation that passed during the 2019 
spring session:

BUDGET
The rookie governor achieved bi-

partisan support for his first operating 
budget, accomplishing in six months 

what it took Rauner nearly two years 
to achieve. The budget spends just over 
$40 billion, increases K-12 education 
funding by $375 million, raises higher 
education funding by 5 percent and adds 
$567 million to human service agencies 
decimated by Rauner’s cuts. The bill also 
makes the state’s full $8.4 billion statu-
torily-mandated pension payment, and 
increases funding for the beleaguered 
Department of Children and Family 
Services budget by $100 million. 

GRADUATED INCOME TAX
Pritzker’s marquee campaign pro-

posal — changing Illinois’ constitu-
tion to allow the General Assembly 
to tax higher income earners at higher 
amounts — will be on the 2020 No-
vember election ballot. The governor 
also signed a rate structure proposal 
that would take effect upon the amend-
ment’s approval by voters. That struc-
ture would bring in an estimated $3.5 
billion while lowering taxes on those 
earning less than $250,000 and raising 
the rates on those making more than 
that amount. Sixty percent of those vot-
ing on the question or the majority of 
those voting in the election must sup-
port the change for it to become law. 

CAPITAL PLAN
Cranes will soon be in the air and 

construction crews on the roads after 
approval of the state’s first capital in-
frastructure plan in over a decade. The 
plan will invest $45 billion in Illinois’ 
crumbling infrastructure, with $33.2 
billion to transportation, $3.5 billion to 
education infrastructure, $4.3 billion to 
state facilities, $1.2 billion for environ-
ment and conservation, $420 million for 
broadband deployment, $465 million 
for health care and human services, and 
$1.9 billion for economic and commu-
nity development. The plan is funded by 
a variety of new taxes and fees detailed 
below. 

GAS TAX, FEES
Beginning July 1, the state’s gas tax will 

double to 38 cents and the diesel fuel tax 
will get bumped 5 cents to 45.5 cents 
total. The measure also shifts 1 percent 
of Illinois’ sales tax on motor fuel to the 
road fund every year beginning July 1, 
2021. For cars and passenger trucks, reg-
istration fees will go from $101 to $151 
beginning Jan. 1, 2020, while electric 
vehicles will be charged a $248 registra-
tion annual fee, up from $35 every two 
years. Other title fees will go from $95 to 
$150 under the plan, while motor home 
registrations will cost $250. Other regis-
tration fees for certain buses, trucks and 
trailers will increase by $100. 

GAMBLING AND CASINO EXPANSION
Just about all gambling options will 

be expanded in the state and new ones 
added under a sweeping proposal to 
make Illinois the gambling capital of the 
Midwest. The bill adds six casinos, ex-
pands video gambling and allows sports 
betting. The state’s casinos, horse race 
tracks, and professional sports arenas — 
such as United Center and Wrigley Field 
— would be eligible to buy a sports bet-
ting license. Sports betting will also be 
allowed online or through mobile appli-
cations. Gambling expansion is expected 
to produce $660 million in its first year 
due to licensing fees and taxes. 

OTHER NEW TAXES 
The gambling expansion also includ-

ed several new taxes, such as a $1 per-
pack cigarette tax increase, bringing the 
total tax to $2.98. Sales tax would also 
be collected on online purchases made 
through remote or out-of-state online 
retailers. All new money, along with all 
revenues from the gambling expansion 
bill, would fund a $45 billion capital 
infrastructure program. These new tax-
es would begin to roll out from July 1, 
2019, to Jan. 1, 2020, pending Pritzker’s 
approval. 

Leaning to the left in 2019

SHIFT FELT ACROSS THE FLOOR

Jerry Nowicki/Capitol News Service

Republican Senate Leader Bill Brady, of Bloomington, speaks to media after a meeting of legislative leaders May 23 at the 
Capitol in Springfield. Brady called the meeting nice, and said, “I think the budget is probably the most workable portion of 
this. I doubt that we’ll have bipartisan support on the tax increases.”

In first year as governor, 
Pritzker pushes through 
far-reaching agenda

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Six 
new casinos, along with 
legalized sports betting, 
are coming to Illinois af-
ter Senate lawmakers ap-
proved a massive gambling 
expansion bill Sunday. 

Senate Bill 690, spon-
sored by Indian Creek 
Democratic Sen. Terry 
Link, passed that cham-
ber on a 46-10 vote after 
being approved by House 
lawmakers the day before. 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker has al-
ready announced his inten-
tion to sign it into law.

Link estimated that 
gambling expansion along 
with other revenue-raising 
measures in the bill could 
net Illinois more than 
$12 billion in the next six 
years.  

“This key piece of legisla-
tion really is going to make 
an economic difference of 
keeping our dollars home,” 
he said, adding he expects 
“thousands of jobs and bil-
lions of dollars in construc-
tion across the state.”  

That construction would 
go toward the six new casi-
nos authorized by the bill 
in Waukegan, Rockford, 
Danville, South Suburbs, 
Williamson County and 
downtown Chicago.

Casinos, race tracks and 
sports facilities that seat 
more than 17,000 people 
– such as Wrigley Field or 
United Center – would 
also be eligible to buy 
sports betting licenses un-
der the bill, making Illinois 
one of about a dozen states 
to legalize the practice after 
a U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing last year allowed it. 

In a news release Satur-
day, Pritzker expressed his 
support for the measure 
and praised the lawmakers 
who have unsuccessfully 
tried to expand gambling 
in the state for years.  

“Communities hungry 
for employment will see 
10,000 new jobs,” he said. 

Revenues raised from 
the new casinos, the selling 
of sports betting licenses, 
and a higher tax on video 
gambling machines would 
go toward funding the ver-
tical components of a long-
term capital infrastructure 
plan, such as state building 
renovations. Sports bet-
ting licenses would range 
from $3.2 million to $20 
million. 

Race tracks in the state 
would be able to install slot 
machines and table games, 
turning them into racinos.

Sports 
betting is 
coming to 
Illinois
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